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BOOKS AND NOTIONS.

1
dolssohn literature, for exampie, 18 exceptionally va- |
riod and oxhausuve. Tho various estimates of lus
genius and carcer, from different points of view, show
unmistakably the wide influence oxerted over Ins own
contemporaries and those who followed them,.

of over two thousaad of millions of dollars mainly be-
cause of gambling influences, stocks which aro real
property dissipate only less rapidly than those which
wero merely ‘“ water,” and therofore disappeared like
vapour,

Historical musical works are not so plentiful, andy  Perhaps the most culpable, because tho most ro-
somo of the earlier ones, such as the famous ** His- | ponsible, of the men who have stimulated the gam-
tory of Music,” by Dr. Charles Burney (the father of | bling mania are the bankors who supply the capital
Madamoe D’Arblay, who edited lus entertarmng me- | without which these transactivns could not bo carried
moirs), which was first published m 1776, and ox- | through the Exchange under the disguise of transfera
tonded to four volumes, 18 now oxtremely scarce. | of stock. These bankers knuw very woll that tho
The samo may be anid of Sir John Hawkins’s equally | business would be regarded by them as itnmoral and
voluminous treatise on the same subject, 1sued in | unsound if the profits were not so captivating. Said
the same ycur, though a modern reprint renders the | one of them to a new firm of brokers whose account

Jattor more accessible. Sinco these two classics of | he was taking : ‘¢ Whatever youdo, dont ¢ lay down ’
the musical library wero published, the lnstory of the | on your bank” ; —in other words: ¢ When the
art has followed a good deal the course of individual y day of disaster uvertakes you, protect yoar financial
composers, and we have able monographs on special | partner from loss by ‘laying down’ on somebody
periods and schools of composition. y else.,” Of greater significance is the fact that ¢‘ con-

Many of the carly Enghsh theoretical works, with y servative™ bankersand brokers, who are eager to help
their singular nomenclature and quant direcuions, aro | others into the mazes of Wall street, prefer to havs
of great antiquarian terest to the student, wlile j their customers think it is a rule of the firm never to
tho curious collections of old Psalmody are quito &) gamble on its own account.—¢ Topics of the Time,”
rovelation of the prinutive way i which our English | i the August CentURY.
forcfathers jomned **in the service of song in the
house of the Lord.” Such works as Simpson’s ¢ In-
troduction to Music,” (1706), and Playford’'s ** Har- @‘,‘;ahc gﬂﬁtts.
monin Sacra,” (1714), are favourable specimens of
theso classcs.

A suggestive feature of the subject is that many | Schlicht's standard system of indexing, is without
musical 1nstruments have, to a large extent, a litera- | doubt the most perfect means of rapid reference to
ture of their own, and a fond devotee of the violin or | names extant, however large the number of names
an ardent supporter of the organ may pursue pleasant } may be. The conditions most favourable to the in-
investigations within the one line in which he is en- | gtantancous finding of any name among many, are
gaged. There are signs in the literary world that thOl best observable in the arrangement of the direct-
phasc of musical art we have been treating is to as-, ory, the lexicon, and the encyclopedia. 1t was found
sume a position of much greater ymportance in they that a result analogons to that produced in_this ar-
future than in the past, and that a taste is slowly rangement was obtainable by the distribution of
formmyg which will ultinately lead to the formation | names mto groups, distinct from one another, and
of great musical libraries, both in public and private ; containing only as many names as would readily per-
hands, throughout our country. ; mit of the recogmtion of any one of their number.

“n i To devise a system of indexing, therefore, by means

Busivess Gamprina. It is the fascination of busi- ' of which names could be thus ‘grouped or divided,
ness gambling that, apparently it offers greater acopo * and which would be applicable to 1,000 names as well
to brains than do the ordinary games of chauce. t as 1,000,000, meant the solution of this problem.
Operations on ’change require, for any degree of suc- !
ceas beyond oceasionul luck, knowledge of corporate
transactions, the accumulation and cosrdination of
other trustworthy information, and a nicety of judg-!
ment beyond the reach of any but the keenest busi- !
ness intellects.  And hero again, as in the following !
gambling systems at Monaco, confidence and know- !
ledge may be dangerous thines. Nothing but unfuir !
adrantage wins steadily in selling * long” or selling !

“ short ”’ or dealings in *‘ futures.” Of course, stock !

oxclinnges and produce exchanges are useful adjuncts

of honest commorce, and bankers and brokers are

necessary to the operations of exchunge. But, one

year taken with another, tho true interest of ox-

changes and bankers and brokers, hke the interests

of socioty in general, will be found to lie in the way |

of real trading. Fictitious trading demoralizes com-
wmerce with fictitious prices, and is the cause of extra- |

To this end 1t became necessary to fix upon certain
alphabetical modes of grouping, or dividing, adjust-
ablo to any number of names. The alphabetical pe-
culiarities of both surnames and given numes wece
found to be the only means by which the names could
be thus grouped, or divided, in conformity with the
main design, namely, to afford instantancous refer-
ence to the name soneht, which, kept constantly in
view, led to results exceeding the originator's most
sanguine hopes. The indexes are embodied in two
forms of books—the tabular and side-cuttings. The
former is from 25,000 names to 1,000,000 or more,
and is intended chiefly for public offices. The side-
cutting form is preferably made for from 500 to
20,000 names, and is intended chiefly for commercial
purposes. It will thus be seen no matter how many
names be contained in the ledgers of a firm these in-
dexes can be adapted to them. Quite recently aun in-

vagance, recklessness, and low business morality. | dex of 1,000,000 names was made for the Mount
When the gamblimg transactious exceed tho honest | Hope Cemetery Company, Rochester, N. Y. 1t is said
mvestments more than twenty-fold, ns some estimated, | any single name out of that number can be found in
1t is impoasible to have asound condition of business. | the time it takes two matches to burn, one to find
And when stocks sutler, as recently, a dopreciation | the book and the other to find the name and surely



