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organization could be formed and bc
practical use would be rathier utopian.

Thie greatest difficulty, perhiaps, to co
tend with in the adoption of internatior
sanitary regulations, is that of the too oftý
conflicting interests of " trade" ai
CCcommerce?) Mr. Evarts, as Secrea
of State, at the opening of the Washir
ton conference, said, "nations, in regar
ing thiese matters, rnust understand th
there is a great continuing interest
intercourse and commerce whiich mit
flot bc iightly disturbed, and should '
no mnore disparaged and no more int(
rupted than a reasonably solicitous atte
tion to the preservation of public hieal
shouîd require." This oughit flot to be t]
feeling;, but the interests of trade ai
commerce are atll-powerlul, and, ast«
rnajority rffle, thie public hiealth miust be
secondary consideration. As with in(
viduals, so with nations, the accunmulat<
of wealthi is, practically, regarded as
more consequence than hiealth.

Another difficulty, and one whiichi L
camne prorninent at the Wýaslingiton co
ference, Vas flhe great extent of territo
of soi-e countries as cornlared with othei
the sparser population, and the conseque
difficulties in obtaining regular and a
curate statements or statistics relating
thec condition of tii -public health. Whii
the difficulties relating to " trade " inigi
with the consent of thie people, be ov(
corne, those relatîng to extent of territo
and scattered population rnight be a
solutely insurinountable. In regaird to t]
latter difficulty, at the Washington. confi
encé, Canada was at a disadvantage, but h
interests were carefully guardel1 by hi
representative thiere.

Again, somne countries have sanita
organizations w'ithin thcmnselves s0 mu(
superior to what other countries liai

of that a difficulty cornes up huüre. A fair
degrce of reciprocity between themn al

f-cannot be at ail easily obtaincd.
ai 'l'le %vhiole subject of international hy-

2n giene rnay bc considered under three
id hieads:. first, its nature and objects, and
ry the obligations as relating to ail countries
kg- considered as a compact ; second, as it
-d- relates to each country iii itself; third, as
at lit relates to foreign counitries, on the
of territory of each party to the compact.
isi First, thien, as to the nature and objects
be of international sanitary regiflations, and

3-the obligations as relating to ail thc
n- countries iii the compact.
th Thiougli international hygiene involves
lie very %'ide-spread interests, it only com-
id prises, after al], a cornparatively sr-nall por-
lie tion of the subject of public healtlî, having
a relation only to those diseases which are
lbcommunicable. It is not directly con-

)Ii cerned with drainage, sewerage, water
ofsupply, &Sc., thoughi indirectly and to a

limiited extent it bas a bearing upon these,

n-as it has, and more directly, upon the food

rysupply. It is almost wholly lirnited to
infectious diseases-to ail that relates to

ths gencies, whatever they are-seeds,
c- gerrns, contagiurns, whichi ina.b are

to about from one country to another iii

le merchandise of various sorts, wearing ap-
it y parel and by persons. Choiera and yel-

ý low fever being so rapidly destructive of

ry life, are thie diseases whichi have engaged
ýb- the principal attention of conventions.
lie The latter seerns hardly to concern Can-

a,.ýda, no cases of it having ever yet been
erknowni so far north, with the exception of

er a fewv cases brought by shipping ; thoughi
it seems quite possible that the contagiunm

ry of it nîight at tirnes bc imported and
-il develop the disease during the hot season.
re Srnall-pox and typ)hus come next ini imi-

---- 7..5


