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of the preamble, we certainly should have con-
sidered it a serious matter. That a few men
of position voted in favour of this resolution.
we have good reason to believe was altogether
due to a misunderstanding of the nature of the
resolution, as they were not aware of the petty
jealousy and mean cliqueism which actuated
those who framed it.

We should have preferred passing over this
matter as beneath contempt, hnd we not wished
to give our renders a sanple of the immense
amount of scientific business transacted, and of
the enlightened minds which controlled the
meeting. lowever, all this will, we hope, be
changed in future, the affairs of the Society
having been placed under the care of Dr.
Fra:-er ot Windsor, a man weil known through-
Out the province, and deservedly holding a
prominent position as a skillful and accom-
plished physician.

The next annual meeting will he held at
Windsor, on the third Tuesday of July, 1869.
We sincerely trust that a large nunber of
country practitioners nay attend, and that thsey
will take entire control of the affitirs of the
Society. In conclusion, we woulid advise our
professionnI brethren to take care lest the
Society should degenserate into a mere local con-
cern, or fall into the hands of a clique. If they
attend to this w.ve certainly expect that gooel
,results wilI spring from the re-organization of
the Society, and that the profession generally
will be greatly benefitted thereby.

We notice in the report of the meeting of
the American Medical Association, held ils
Washington in May last, the following resolu-
tions, sent to the Association on belaf of the
New York State Medical Society :-" Ieso/red,
That the faculties of the several Medical Col-
leges of the United States ho recommended to
announce explicitly, in their avnit-l commence-
ment circulars and advertisements, that they
will not receive certificates of time of study
from irregular practitioners. and thaît tley will
not confer the degree upon any one who may
acknowledge his intention to practice in accord-
ance with any exclusive system." We are glad
to find that this resolution was immediately
adopted, and trust that every respecable
Medical College in the United Sutes will fully
carry out the recommendations. It hias long
been a standing reproach against American
Colleges that any one could become a student
of Medicine and obtain a degree provided they
possessed the requisite amounit of money; and
we are well pleased that the United States
Colleges are likely to enquire more fully into
the professional standing and fitness of those

presentings thecmselves as students than they
have heretofore done.

We trust that the Canadian Medical Asso-
ciation. ut its next meeting in September, will
ndopt a simiLar resolution. We believe the
nedical sciocols of Canada and Nova Scotia
will not be fur behind those of the United
'States in carrying the reconmendations iuto
etTeet.

CARBOLIC ACI) AS A REMEDIAL
AGENT.

Br W. KEisvEnt, M. D., UvicA, N, Y.

The merits of this comparatively new anti-
septic and disinfectanit have been thoroughly
discussed, and the highest valie accorded te it.
Its powers have doubtless been exaggerated.
nevertieless it stasds in advance of any otier
article of its class hoth for evlicacy and variety
of application.

It is not my intention, however, to speak
particularly oCf it as a disinfectant, but rather
to offer a few suggestions concerning its use as
a therapeutic agent.

Carbolic acid?. thsoughs discovered hy Runge,
a Germain cheuist, in 1834, has only withili
the pa.st few ycars been brought into general
notice. It is prepared froma tse distillaion of
coal tar, and, as found in market, is a% dark-
brown coloured liquid, havinig a very pîungent
odour net imslike coal tar, but nuch more
powerful. Tis variety is known is commercial
carbolic acid, and is tise qusality used for disin-
fecting purposes; it is net however. pure car-
bolic acid. but contaiss a variable proportion of
cresylic acid. This latter, althioughi an excellent
disin1fe.ftant, is not used for internal aidininis-
tration.

Pure carbolic acid is a whito crystalline
substance, the particles adhering with consider-
able ten:acity, and after standing for sometime,
especially if the bottle be freqentily opened,
becomues sligiitly deliquescenit andi more tigitly
packed together. The two varties of crystal-
lized acid more gesserally found in the Almcrican
market are prepared by Merck, of )arimnstadt,
and Calvet, of Manchester. England. Merck's
preparatmas lias a siighit reddishs Linge. Calvert's
is quite white, having the appearance of snow
wiich hias beei soaketd in vater. 4derck'a
contains about 98 per cent of pure acid, and is
slightly more deliquescent than Calvert's wlich
is pure. Merck's however, is suficiently pure

'It is iscorrectly calidc an aciti; it taongs to <nc ci»a
of alcolsows


