
Che gauadiean
Journal of Mediine and Surgery

A JOURNAL PUBLISIHED MNONTI-ILY IN THE INTEREST 0F

MEDICINE AND SURGERY

VOL. Xiii. TCRONTO, JANUARY, 1903. No. i.

ONrignalContributions.
THE ETH-ICAL VALUE 0F EDUCATION IN PREVE'NTIVE

MEDICINE.

D3Y PETERI H. BIIYCE, 11.A., ýM.D.

3[r. Presideni, Ladies aiid Gezllemcnei,-I have thonghit it
Nvorth w'hile to attempt to present a phase of preventive medicine
wiiiell, tioligh li g an1 11nî1poitaint part in our social welfare,
is ofteil not conisciolisîy realized býy us. We, are so, occupied, with.
tlic- priaeticali conceruis of oîîr intense, ev'erýycay 11fe, andi so often
fiail to reeogniize those iibfliiences whlieh direct aid goveru ont acts,
tlhat iii a certain sense we are autoniata, dependent upon ont sen-
saitioiis and inipulses.

N-V ine wl'ho reailizes man as a highly organized miember of
t'lic aimial kingdonm caii l'ail to si-o that, as Carlyle remiarkst c,f the
p)eltie, conîtrynian -%vlho dlid not know he had a stomach, the very
perfection of hiealth. is, whiere the severali elemnents of life are
ý-o li'armioniously adjusted that, like a perfect machine, " ljie, froni
its ii-tsteriotis founitains flows out as in celestial. music and di-

ap~î,while it is only cliscord that loudly proclainms itself."
Heieit is apparent thiat, if mnan wero, but the perfect animal,

luis 11fe, in1 harmony -vitli its environnment, would -be.zin, develop,
aind perforrn its destined purpose and muchtons, and as gradually
lend quiietly proceed to, its euthanasia. But lie -who gives even the
inost su1)Ctficial thoughit to the problem of humnan life, and especi-
ally to that of mod0éer eivilized life, miust recognize that the very
eoniditions of huin an progress -\vhichi have made society s0 Cofli-
plex, irndeed so artificial, compared to that of man in a primitive
state, bave crea.ted prdbleilis which demand their solution, w'hether
"'e attempt themn or not; and it w'ill be he who,. realizing this, and


