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nine reecoveries. In fourteen cases of infants under one year
treated by serum nine recovered.

The most striking phenomena following the use of the serum
is the amelioration of many svmptoms. The temperature drops
either suddenly or gradually, a crisis occurring commonly within
48 hours. With the subsidence of fever comes improvement of
other symptoms. A\ cessation of pain and hyperaesthesia, clear-
ing of the mental condition, the comatose state giving wayx to
improved intelligence, and once more the c¢hild is interested in
the surroundings, and takes food. Retraction of the head and
Kernig’s sign are the last to yield, some days after disappearance
of all other signs. The whole conrse of the disease is mmnch
shortened. to a week or ten days in many instanees. This shows
a mighty contrast to its usual course of five to ecight wecks in
cases recovering without serum treatment. The Taboratory show-
ings are of extreme interest. The fluid can be tested miero-
scopieally, and important changes marked. after the use of the
sermin.  Following the first injeetion. there is observed a lessen-
ing in the number of the meningicoeei in the fluid outside the
cells. After suceessive injections a lessening of these inside the
cells, the organisms become swollen. indistinet. and. moreover,
refuse {o grow in cultures. TFinally they disappear allogether.
and the amount of fluid beeomes rapidly less. This effeet on the
orgaunisms. sinee it can be definitely followed from day to day,
furnishes objeetive proof of the efficieney of the serum. and this
evidence can be proven in the laboratory by a disinterested in-
vestigator, thus obviating personal enthusiasm of the elinician.
The consensus of opinion of the members of the Pediatric Society
was as follows: In every case of cerebrospinal meningitis lnmbar
puncture should be done at once.  If the fluid thus obtained be
turbid, from 20 to 30 c.e. of the antimeningitis sernmn shonld at
once be injected into the spinal canal. without waiting for a
bacteriologieal report of the extracted fluid. Turbid or purnlent
fluid usually shows the germ. Should it show pyogenie organ-
isms or pnevmococel, 1o harm will have been done.  The injection
should be repeated daily for three er four days. or until symp-
{oms ave improved. It s significant that the more recent reports
of the use of the serum show belter results than the carlier re-
ports. which seems to point to the fact that experience as to pro-
cedure, dose, iime, cle.. is bringing about better results. The
carlier the condition is diagnosed and treated. the quicker and
better are ihe results. The bleod eount is also of great interest.
In many cases, ai the outset, the leucoeries show 30.000. but
within four or five days fall {0 12,000, with an inerease of poly-
nuclear leucocyies.



