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nine recoveries. In fourteen cases of infants unider one year.
treated by serumi nine recovered.

The inost striking pienoiena following the use of the serum
is the anielioration of many symptons. The temperature drops
either suddenly or gradually. a crisis occurring eoîmunonly within
48 hours. With the subsidence of fever comes iiproveient of
other syNmptomns. A cessation of pain and hyperaesthesia. elear-
ing of the mental condition, the conatose state giving way to
imîproved intelligence, anid once more the ehildi is interested in
the surroundings, and takes food. Retraction of the ladi andt
Kernig's sign are fle last to yield, somne days after disappearance
of al other signs. The wiole eourse of tlie disease is manch
shortened. to a week or ten days in maiiny instanees. This shows
a mîighty contrast to its usual course of live to eight weeks in
cases recovering ivithout seriui treatinent. The 'aboratory show-
i ngs are of extrene interest. 'hie filnid can be testei micro-
scopieallv, and important changes imarkeld. after the use of flie
sermnî. Following the first injecetion, there is observed a lessenî-
ing in the limniber of the meingieci in tle fluid outside tie
cells. After successive injections a lessening of tihese inside tlie
cells, the organisms becomne swollen. indistinct. and. imoreover,
refuse to grow in cultures. Finally fley disappear altogether.
and the anount of fluid becoies rapidly less. This effeet on the
organisis. since it can he definitely followed froi day to day.
furnishes object-ive proof of the eficiency if lthe serînum. and this
evidence can be proven in the laboratory by a disinterested in-
vestigator. thus obviating personal entlusiasm of tlie clinician.
The consensus of opinion of the nimbers of tHie Pediatrie Society
was as follows: li every case of ecrebrospinal. ieninigitis hlmhar
pnncture should be done at once. If tlie fluid thus obtaiied be
turbid. from 20 to 30 e.c. of IHe anieningitis serumî should at
once be injeeted into ihe spinal canal, witliout waiting for a
bacteriological report of the extracted fluid. Turbid or purulent
fluidl usua.lly shows the geri. Siouil it show pyogenie origan-
isis or pneumiococci, n o1 harm will have been done. The injection
should be repeated daily for three or four days. or until symp-
toms are improved. It is significant ilint the more recent reports
of the use of tle sermi show better resnits than hfle earlier re-
ports. whicl secmîs to point to the fat that experience as to pro-
eedure. dose, timte, etc.. is briiging abouit better resuilts. The
earlier tlie condition is diagnosed antd treated. tlie quieker and
better are tlie results. hie blootd count is also of great interest.
ln many cases, at fle outset, tlie leucocytes show 30.000. but

witlin four or five days fall to 12,000. witli ai inerease of poly-
nuelcar leucocytes.
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