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(8). Then. in the en2e supposeil, Vhe production would not take
place frorni a principle (Jw vK aht Ède, Xqç yLyvoLT-o), inas-
much as, if it did, there would be two principles,, the one
produced frc'm the ot;her-a viewv, the absurdity of whioh
is to Plato too apparent to require to be expressly set
forth.

(c>. But the conclusion (8) is contradictory of the Premiss
(P)>; and thereibre the hypothesis (y) is untenable. In
other words, the Propositiou sought to be proved is es-
tablished.

While the u'îamended text thus yields an intelligible and (froni
the Platonie point of viewv) conclusive ,argument, the readings suc-
gested by Murettus (a), Buttmarnn (0'>, und Ast (c), reduce the im-
port of the reasoning contaiuied in the clause, àt yap ic .rom

YtV>nOLTo K. T. X, te this . a principle is unproduced, for if itiwerc not,
it wvould not be a principte; Nvbere it. is plain that no real advance.
ment i the demonsbx'ation is mnade. Why (the reader asks) is it
impossible for that which, is prodnced to be a priaemple ? The only
conceivabIe answver is, that, if wvhat is produced were a principle,
there would be two prineiples, the one produced from the other.
Now this is exactly what the unaniieuded text expresses; so Lhat the
emendations suggtestect by the eminent seholars namned, rejeet from,
the text an idea %which Plato must be understood to have had in his
mind. But more, in the passage as arnended, the clause Èe dpxqg
7ap cavayo" 7rav ro -y&yvoILcvov 'yyeTawhieb we cannot suppose Plate
to have introduced without a purpose, serves absolately no purpose
~whatsoever.

Accordingr te Schleiermacher's ainendment (d), roimo refers to the
preceding K r-OV. The argument then is:- if a principle (whicli we
may eall P), is »rodueed fr-oi anything (as from x), il toil follow
that this x (-rou- ) is -not pi-odtce<l froin a principle. This view ap-
pears the most unsatisractorýy of ail. Besides beingy open ùo other
objections, it attributes to Piato irrelevant reasoning-which we are
not gratuitonsly to do. F'or, thoucrh xr were not produeed from a
principle, what thonP Let it be conceived that x is not producedl
ut ail. This does net (at least, directly) warrant the inference that
P is unproduced.
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