
5ubjeet. Etiiiology is a wide and fertile subjeot, and 1 should be lcd far beyond
the Iinuit8 of an inaugural discourse wvere I te indulge la au historical sketch of
its progress. But 1 way advert to the testinony of different vitnesses-to the
concurrence of distinct spiecies çif evidence-as to the much higher antiquity of
the hiumauî race, thau lias been assigne d to it lu histoical and geelgclrecords.

Mr. Leonard Ilorner discerned the value of the phenoi»ena of thc alunual sedi-
rnentary deposits of the Nile ln Egypt as a te-et of the lapse of' tinie duriiig which
that iiost rev, nt and etili operating geological dynamic had beei iii progress. la
twvo M1enwîrs commuuicated to the Royal Society in iSéù and 1858, the resuit of
vînety-five vertical boring8 fliroughi the allnvium thius formed are rcortded. la
the excavations near the colossus of Ramieses Il. at Mlemphis, there wcre 9 feet
4 luches of Nile sediixuent betwecn 8 inches below the present surface of the
ground andi the lowest part of the platform on -yhich, the sztatue lrnd stood
Suppositng th c platforin to have becn laid in the middle of the reign of tbat king,
viz. 1801 B.c., czuehi date addcd to «A.. 1854 gives Ô,215 years during whieh tic
above sedin-ient was accumulated ; or a menu rate of increase of 3-. luches in a con-
tury. flclow the platforni there wet'e,82 feet of thc total deptli penetrated ; but
the lowest 2 feet consisted of sand, below which it îs possible there may lie no truc
Nile sedinsent la ti locality, thus leaving Mi0 feet of the latter. If that amount
lias been deposited nt the same rate of 3-, iuches la a century, it gives for thc
lowest part deposited an age of 10,285 yenrs before the middle of the reigU of
Raiueses IL, and 13,500 years before xi). 18ý54. The Nule sediment at thc iowest
depth reachied is vi-ry sinîllar in composition to that of the present day. In the
lowest part of the boriug of tic sedimeut at the colossal statue in Memphis, at a
depth of 89 feet from the surface of thecground, tic instrument is reportcd to bave
brought up a liiece of pottery. This, tlh3refoire, lir. riorner infers to lie a record
()f Uic existence of inan 13,871 yzars, bi-fore A.D. 1854 :-" 0f man, morcuver, in a
state of civilization, so far at least, as to be able to faLshion clay into vessels, and to,
know how to harden then by the action of a strong heat," Prof. Max Müliler bas
opened out a similar vista into tie reniote past of the history of the Ixuman race
by the perception and application of analogies in tîxe formation of modern and
aucicxxt, of living aud dead, languages. Fromn the relations traceable between the
six Romance dialeets, Italian, IWalhtelxiian, Rhxetian, Spanisb, rortuguese, and
French, anl anteeedent Common Il miother-tongue" miiglit be infterred, and, con-
sequently thc existence of a racc anterior to modern Italians, Spanish, Frenchi, &c.,
with conclusionil as to the lapse of timie requisite for such divisions and migrations
of the primiitive stock, and for the modifications vhich thc rnother-lauguage had.
undergone. Eistory and preserved writings show that such cominon umother-race
and lauguxtge bave cxisted in the Roman people and the Latin tommuc But Latin
like the equally Ildcad" lanuage Greek, -with Sanscrit, Lithuanian, Zend, and the
Gothie, Sciavonie, and Oelr.ic tongues, can be similarly ehown to be modifications of
one antecedent, common language; whience is to be inferred an autecedeut race or
men, and a lapse of time sufficient for their migration over a tract cxtending from
Iceland ln the north-'teEt to Iodla in thc south*east and for ail the above-namned
modifications te have been establishcd in the cominon mother Il Aien" tongue,
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