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“THE AMERICANS ARE OFFERING THE VERY KEENEST COMPETITION IN OUR MON-
TREAL MARKET AND THE COMPANY ARE NOW HAVING DIFFICULTY IN MAKING
SALES THAT THEY HAD NOT PREVIOUSLY EXPERIENCED.” @, H. DUGGAN
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I see some people talk as if, at the late session
of the British parliament, an eight hour day bill
had been passed. What the Miner's Federation
wanted was an eight hour bank to bank bill,
what they got was an eight hour, in the mine,
bill, or say an nine hour day, bank to bank. As
the bill left the commons at the end of five years,
an eight hour day, bank to bank, was to come ia
force, but the Lords tore out this elause making
groviaion for a fucther reduction in five years.

he pted this a d rather, I
suppose, than lose the bill.

Should mucl;'.impor-t:;nce b;'atmched to the
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= Rubs by Rambler.

Why should Oanadian coal goirg into the Un-
ited States pay a higher duty than U. 8. coal
coming into 8nnnda. be Canadian duty on Am-
erican bituminons coal is 53 cents a short ton.
The American duty on Canadian conl is 67 cents
a long ton. Why should Canada in the matter of
coal duty give the Americans a discount of some
eleven per cent. while we bave to pay without any
discount whatever. It is time for a change.

Again, why should the Canadian Cust of-
ficials be so generous to importers of American
coals, in allowing coal that passed through a 1}
or 1} inch screea to come in as dust at a minim-
um duty of fourteen cents. The tariff regulation
bearing on dust is that it has passed through a
half inch sereen. The Customs officers have %oon
blind to this provision and allowed better than
‘Nuts' to come in as dust. This must be remedied
at once.

A Cape Breton paper applies the term ‘pirates’
to the sympathisers with the U, M. W, wh> are
trying to appropriate the property of the P, W.
A gome people think they were better styled
‘sneak thieves'. The main object apparently of
the U. M. W's. is not to K‘omow the welfare of
the colliery workers of C. B. but to rob and kill
the P. W. A., a society that has done great things
for our mine workers.

Mr. Rhodes, M. P, for Cumberland County, has
written to a branch of the U. M W, asking the
member’s glmuro in reference to the Lemieux
Act, Do they want it wholly repealed or do they

sh it amended. This is rather a novel way of
ging business and knocks the referendum, and
representative government, which were thought
to be modern, out of shape. It strikes one, all
the same, that Mr. Rhocles should bave the least

ittle bit of a mind of hisown. If the Act is goo?
ot him it, if bad, cond It strikes
b

it.
o tao, as & little peculiar that a Canadian M. P,
Fo ‘a write to mambqn of a foreign society
Yholr opinion on_a purely Ca

nadian statate,

tion of one, who in writing on labor
matters, and what is for the good of the miners of
Nova Scotia, has'nt any proper conception of the
number of those engaged in coal mining. He
gives the number ofemploym at the coal mines
of the province, as nine thousand, and bases an
argument on this number. There are five thous-
and employees on the Mainland collieries alone,
The Post correspondent is out over 75 per cent. in
his estimate of the number of employees. OF the
total number of employees the Dom. Coal Co, has
NOT a majority.

He who said, ‘God is on the side of the strong-
est battalion’ was considered, perhngn is yet, an
authority. But he was not an infallible one. On
what has hitherto been considered excellent aut-
hority it is said, ‘Nor the battle to the strong."
It must never be forgotten that the justice of a
cause stands for something. Were it not so ‘lab-
or' would be in a pitiable condition to-day. If
strength alone was the guarantee of success, of
any cause, then Scotland would not stand where
she stands to-day, nor would the United States.
The P. W. A, is certainly not so strong in num-
bers as the U, M. W., but then it has those things
making for real strength, which the foreign order
lacks. The battle is not always, by any means,
to the strong. Labor is not ‘strong’, in the sense
of baving a majority in the ranks. and yet it is
making wonderful progress—W hy ?

A so called leader of the U. M. W. in C.B. told
the press, in reference to Mr, Duggan’s statement
that the comémn could, only recognize the P. W.
A, that the U. bfv W’s, would ask for nothing un-
reasonable but only a fairshow. “If that was re-
fused them then they depended upon public opin-
ion to see that they got it, and he did’nt think the
Coal eomlpnny could refuse to bow before that
force.” If the C. B. miners had not a home organ-
ization, superior in every rospect to the foreign,
to which they could carry allt eir complaints an
bave real Fnevunces remedied, it is possible the
great public might have sympathy with them, no
matter what the name of t{air;argnniudon. But
the public, before they will back those who have
Joined a foreign order, must have far better reas-
ons presented to them than have yet been offered
The public of Nova Scotia are and  will
nat readily take to its bestowing its benedictions
on a foreign order.




