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Lo the progress which hias been recently made in the
movement for promoting the training of teacliers for
upper and mniddle class achools. The lectures given by
Professor Payne for the College of Preceptors, hias led
10 the delivery of lectures on the sanie subjeelt1)011 at
the North Lonîdon Collegiate School for Girls, b Mr~.
Garvey, L.L. B., (1) the South London College for Ladies,
by Mr. C. A. Lake ; whule Professor Payne wvas last spring
invited to give four lectures in Edinburgh on the subject
of education as a profession. The Northern (Scottand)
Counties Association of Teachers lias pre3ented a miemo-
rial 10 the Educational Institute of Scoland, ini which
they suggest that professional training in the theory and
practice of education slîould be provided ini coniiection
with our Universities.

More than two years ago Ibis subject w~as taken up
by the College of Preceptors. In Mardi, 1871, a depuita
tion from the College called the attention of Mr. Forster,
Vice-President of the Committee of Council on Educa-
tion, 10 the want of any means of professional instruction
for schoolmasters and teachers engaged in schools for
secondary education, and proposed te establishment of
a training College for London, with a Chair for Educa.
Lion in each of our principal Universities. The projedt
did flot then meet with much encouragement from tbe
Government, owino mainly to the transitional state of
educatiomal legisiation at the lime, but was flot allowed
to drop out of sight. At the Conference of l-lead-Masters,
hield at -Higigate the question formed the subject of a
resolution; and the College of Preceptors called a General
Conférence of Teachers shortly afterwards, the result of
which was the institution by the College itself, of a Pro-
fessorship of Education, the first establishied in this
country, and a Training Course 0f Lectures and Lessons
for Teachers, which is now in full operation, and
attended by a large and increasing number of students

The thin edge of the ivedge is thus introduced, and there
is every reason 10 hope that future progress is safe,
l)rovided Lhe question is kept well 10 the front. Nothing,
indeed, can be more anomalous titan the present condition
of things. Does teaching, like reading and wvriting,
according 10 Dogberry, come by nature ? If not, whiy
should teachers alone 0f ail mca îlot be trained ini the
principles and practice of thieir profession ? There are
Training Colle-es for elementary aind primary teachers,
whose professional skill is assured as weIl asîhleir acquire-
ments ; 'and yet a young man of lwenly is taken fromn the
lliversities, aind set dowa to leacli, wheîî ail that can be
known of bis fitness for thc lask is the fact of is having
taken a College degrec.Ile tpaches by no mties save
those gathiered from his own school recollections, and the
experimental methods duc 10 his own inventive zeal. The
least thiat can be said of luis absence of method is that
iL necessarily involves a wvaste of power before bhc
best scholar learns how 10 direct his energies. But tibere
is a third class of eachers to lie coasidered, interm-ediate
between lie University graduate and lte national school-
mlaster-Ihe Assistant Mfaster ini our Grammar and Middle
Ciass Schools. Whiat guaran tee of fitness can te Principal
of a private schol-one of that large class whose lower
classes must necessarily be latnglt by non- graduates hiave
of lis Assistants ? H1e Nants but a siender stock of
acquirem caLs ; those of any deceatly edncaîed person will
be sufficient for bis purpose. He engeages his Assistant,
puIs inb his iands the text-books wvich are his tools, and
hie asks for nothing but an average amount of skill in
using theni. Not bo speak of the many other points whichi

(1) We shali commence the reproduction of these lectures in
our neict issue of the "1Journal of Education."

the very mention of a Secondary Training College raises,
there is this one most cIËying want to meet-that those
W~ho, whether from choice or from necessity, look to the
sclîolastic profession as a livelihood, have no means
,whatever open to thiein in this country, by which their
know'ledge and teaclîing power may be cultivated and
iinproved by a special preparation for their responsible
duties. IL is not enougli that vears bring experience, that
the p)rincipal shoulcl superintend, that the numerous
examinations tliemselves teach in lime the art of teaching-
mcan are w-anted who know their work and. can drop mbt
it at once, wit.h wlin a lesson in history, geography, or
arithmetic means an hiour spent in effective work on some
well-known and approved plan. The chidren gain,
because they know the iaethods of work for their various
subjeets ; and the masters gain, because their work fails
into an easy groove. It may be objected that teaching by
method may lead 10 red tape, subjection to rule, and
pedautic enforcement of minute points. This would be a
real danger but for one thing. It is essential that teach-
ing should be intelligent, and its methods, therefore,
capable of development. The Professor of Education
wvould supply principles of teaching by whîch a careless
teachier nay lie rendered effective, and a nel-n
teachermray economise lis power. a nelgn

OFFICIAL NOTICES.

lIiulstry of Public Instruction.

ÂPPOINTMENTS.
The LieuienantGovernor,-by an Order in Council, dated the

26th it.,--was pleased to appoint the following
SCITOOL COMMISSIONERS.

Ste. ilelène, Co. Kamouraska -.-MI. Pierre Laplante and
Joseph Sirois 10 replace MM. Josephi Morin and Sifroid Moreau.

Quebec (Catholie) City : The Revd. Mr. J. E. Maguire, te
replace the Revd Mr. J. Neville, removed from the City.

The Lieutenant-Governor,-by an Order in Council, dated the
27th ult.,-was pleased to appoint the following:

SCIIOOL COMMISSIONER.
St. Raymond, Co. Portneuf :-id. Moyse Paquet to replace

M. Pierre Robitaille.

SCHOOL TRUSTIRE.
Rawvdon, Co Montcalm :-The Revd. M, George Plamondon

tb replace the Revd. M. P. A. Laporte.

DIPLOMÂS GRÂNTED BY BOARDS 0F EXÂMINERS.
GASPÉ.

Session of November 4, 1873.
ELEMENTARY 'SOHOOL DiPLOMA (E) :-Miss Emien Adams.

P. VII3ERT, Sec»Y.

MONTREAL (CÂTROLIC).

Session of November 4 & 5Y,1873.
MODEL SCHOOL, Firat Ulasa (F) :-Miss Zelia Marti.n, Messrs.

Nectaire Galipeau, Orphire Payment and Edouard Piette.
Second Clas (F) :-M. Misael Côté;-
ELEMEXTARY SCROOL DIPLoMA, Fir8t C7&es (F) :-Mlles. Adriane

Bertrand, Valerie Boumn Olympe Brien, Emma Chabot, Eléonore
Chabot, Cecile Charlanci, Virginie Chèvrefils, Justine Demers,
IDina Jeannotte, Lysia Laurières, Zelia. Martin, Maria Parrault,
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