
72 3JOURNAL OP -EDUOATION

donc. The ane may bc mnid of our towu seliools ini the grade
bolow the high school. Put algabra into the grammar school,
aud perhaps goomotry, aud porbapsaleio Lntin. Let us givo up
the ides that a lad who bas bogun arithmetio muet nover lay it
amide for anything cas tilt ho has becore master of it. The idea
io simply absurd. As welil eoa blaolcsmith's apprunteo zt
werk et horseshoes tilt ho is poierte ia them, nlot altowing hlm
te striko a blow at Il pce of iron in sny other form.

Thaso statistios should bo remomberod: - &itbmotio, 61 par
cent: twenty-one othor branchas, iucluding history, algabra,
natural philosophy, etc., etc., 5 par cent. 1 And this in tho1
enlightaned Stato of Ohio.-Ohio Educational >fontMy.

Oliver Optie.
This widely-known sud popular writer for childron le a school-

teaoher. Mr. Win. T. Adams-more gencrally knowa under
the aboya name-was bora in Mcdway, Mars., July 3d, 1822,
sud therefore le forty-ffve years of age. Ho beosme a scool-'
toacher at the age of twenty, and for twenty ycars oooupicd that
responsiblo position with oredit to himself, aud to the satisfac-
tion of tho parents whoso childrcu were under bis charge. For
.six y'qars ho was Principal of the Boylstou and Bowditch Sceols
in Boston, aud at one time bha twelve huudred scolars and
twenty.five teachers under hie immediate oupervision. But not
alono in 1 common sehools' bus hoe abbred; for tweuty years ho'
bas beau s Ssbbath-sohool toacher, and savon years a superinten-
dont. The firit volume of the Doat-Club was pnblished in 1854-
aud sine thon hoe has writtan the varions series herain enumo-
rated, the sales of which have amounted to tho numbers annexed :
:Boat Club Series, 6 volumes, sale 100>000 copies; Wodville,
Series, 6 volumes, 100,000; Army sud Navy Series, 6 volumes,
!5,000; Riverdalo Series, 12 volumes, 125,000; Young Amer-
ica Abroad, 3 volumes (3 ont and 3 in procees>, 25,000; Starry
Fln" Series 3 volumes (3 out aud 3 in process), 21,000;
total, 36 volumes, with s sale of 446,000 copies. In addition
to thoso, Mr. Adams hau writtcn a popular sýpelling,,-boak, two
novais whioh have beau weIl reeived by the publie, and one
volume of misellaneous atories, thus making forty volumes fromn
bis prolifio Pen 1- Illinois Teacher.

IViere Lies tihe Blamne?
Great complaint le ofteu made, at the preseut day, that the

Natural Soiences bave not auuignedl to them, suiaient prominence
in the course of studios pursued in aur sohools; aud complaint
'might be made, aise, oftcner thon it le, that where they are
introduced sud used, they fait te farnieli much mental discipline,
or to supply the pupil vith auy considerable amount af practical
informastion. Even more,-they do not often enkindle lu the
mind of the pupil that love for nature and nature's principles,
and those habits of observation aud investigation, whieh, con-
stitute so large a share of tho benefits derived frein this clase of
studios. Now where, we ask, lies the blane ? In attempting ta
auswer this question, somewhat briefiy, let it net, by auy meins,
bo anticipated, tbat 'we are going te re-open the discussion of
that vemed question, relating te, the comparative mornts of the
ciassies sna the Natural Sciences. We bave no sncb intention.

It le quite geuerafly allowed, we believe, by tenehers aud
soholars, tbat aur most enthusiastie sud succoseful naturaliste are
not mode so by a stndy cf the natural sciences, after tha manner
of tbe Echools; aud it is net toe mucb ta ssy that the young
student of nature often tbrows down the text-book iu disgust,
and goas forth te pluck fiowors, chase squirrele and butteries,
or te hunt for pollywogs aud dragon-flies. New tbere muet be
sometbing wrong iu snob a stata af things. To healthy minds
the aspect of nature ie certaiuly attractive, and the study of hier,
works sud Iaws, iuviting.

It seeme te us that thre source of failure iu thie aisos or studios,
is te ba fouud pnincipally in the character of the text-beoks, aua

the niethods of toaching. Out toit-boks are radically deiotive
aud wrong; ana tecachors confine thamealves ta books toc, exclu-
sively lhey toach books toc, mueh, snd nature too little. Wo
con b t coufesa that mauy of those books ara artifioi'd lu the
extromo, sud nigldly meoh anical, in the treatment of subjeots
whiob are, in thomeelves, cosy and natural. Thoy deal toc much
in the dry dotails a? science, which are prncipally devoid cf
intareat, exeept te the professional studeut; 'wlilo the more
popular traatment cf the subjocta is ofteu s0 meagre as ecaxcoly
rtc desarve tho nome.

iu ochool textabooks on Natural Hhstory, altogothor f.oo much
prmnce isgven te the unintorestiug deaile of classification;
sdtoanimis described are mo8tly forebpn. aud those which

tha pupll nover mees. The numerous formr of animal life inaur
common fieldsand waters, with thoir iustir ets. sud habits, whîch,
are always se intensoly iuterpeting to, the yenng, are either
eutiraly ignored, or treated iu tho moat s3uperficial rmuner.

Hcw àlany studonts in chamistry eau say, uhat a majority cf
the subjtots treated iu the text-book iu tiret brbncb thoraugbly
eulist their interest by thair method cf treatmaut 9 rhey may
discours. flippsntly sud parrot-like in regard te the nature of
beat, and the moat recent theory therefor, but eau they teil you
wby they blow their cold fingers te warm tham, aud blow their
hot pudding te cool it? Many authors wouid consider snoh an
expiaustion o? the uses of kuowlodge as aetually marning a scion-
tifie text-book.

Toit-books ia the seiences are generally toc large and volumi-
nous for the purposes for 'whieh they are iutented. Thare are
honorable exceptions, but they are meet plainly iu the minotity.
We have befor ' us twe works on Botany. Oua le a simple
treatise, cf not ranch more thon two huudred sud fifty Binait
duodeenno pages, including the FIera, with numerous illustr'a-
tiens o? the vegetabla world; aud the tecit gives, iu very easy
sud raey language, the ontdines of the science, sud abonuas la
details of desoriptions and facts, whioh sf0 attractive, sud even
fasciinating. The Cedar of Lebanon sud the Banian of the.
Orient, are probably net mentioued upon its pages ; but the violet
sud the daisy, the crocus sud the houeysuekla, ana many common
plants, grasses sud elirubs, are decribed lu language happily
adapted ta the ndrstanding cf childreii and youth. It le a
bock convenient aud ressonable lu size, sud 'with vary few, if
auy, superflidites.

The other work is a par7l octave, volume, o? more than oight
hndred sud fifty pages. It dees not, perbspîr. ptofèss te treat
of the wbale vagetable kingdamn, but it muet include a good
piortion of that 'whieh le knowu. It gives a view o? thé subjeet
iu general snd there le ne lacik o? the minutiS o? the science,
xentifically treaied. That it la a perfect thesaurus cf Botany,
aud bighly valuablo as a bock o? refèrence for the expert iu the
science, is quite evidaut; but that eue student lu ton of those
'who study it will ever make use cf a fifth part'e? the work lu
echooi, or even afterwards, is net te ho reaenably expected.

Iu ne one cf the sciences bas thora beau, comparatively
speakin-, se, little sucess iu making gootd teit-books for scoel
Use, as iu Astronnmy. The science itsel? is so happiiy adipted,
wbeu properly studied, toeaxteud the faculties o? the learner sud
te, give hin profitable conceptions o? the works of creation sud
their Grat Author, that it seeme a pity that hoe cannot have
botter belps for the pursuit o? se noble a study.

What we have sald in regard ta the character of toit-bocks iu
a few cf the branches o? Naturni Science> will apply equaiiy weil,
we think, te most cf those bocks lu other branches not mentiaued.
Wbeu we add ta this the fant, toc, well known, that the teacblug
is net se good as the bocke, a ba mattar ie certaiuly made woree.
We have kr.own a persan te tcacb a classe-wa begpardon-to
iiear the reoitatiens cf a ass in Botauy for a wbo e summer,
without carrying a dozon speaumene cf flowers or plants befbre
the case duriug their whole course. Rad the pupils beau cein-
pelled te, rely eutirely upon the sbook-cven an infLnlor bock-
wonld tboy net -probably bave cbtaiued a botter knowledge of


