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is not to be supposed thiat lie wouild
express a readiness to stiffler it.-
"lFor 1 eould wishi that inyseif wert,
accursed froin Chirist,"' i. e. says one,
1 arn. wiilinig to be made a cuirse after
the manner of Christ, or to suifer
crucifixion for the sake of' îny coun-
trynien. Or, 1 arn. willing to be
separatc(I fronti the churchi of Christ,
by a violent dcath. Or, 1 arn Nvill-
ing to endure ail those temporal ca-
lamnities to whvichl mny brethiren are
dooîned, in consequence of their re-
jection of the i\'essiahi, if, thereby,
thecir suffièriîîgs iiglit be initigated.
Against ail thiese interpretations, how-
ever, witlt the exception offthe iast,
thiere lies an objection, alrea(ly iien-
tioned, viz. thiat to hc made a curse
after the mannier of' Christ, or to be
eut off* frorn bis churchcl bw a violent
deathi, couid lhave no tcndency to
benefit the Jew-s. And Nvithi ref'cr-
ence to the last, it may be observed,
tlhat it is (liffhcult to sayv ltow the
phirase "laecursed front Christ" cau
be miade to apply to the endurance
of thiese supposcd temporal calainities.
ht is l)rcstlncd thiat ail difhculty wiil
bc reniovcd, by giving to Eukoniêxî
(the îiperfèct tenjse) its pî')per trans-
lation, and consi(lering the m-hoie
clause parenthetîcal. lIn that case, the
secondi and third verses Niîli stand iii
the followiingÎ inanner :-"l 1 have
great ieaviness, andI continuai sorrow
in nmy hecart, (for I wvislied that my1--
self were accursed froni Chirist,) for
nIV brethren, mny kinsxnen, aceordin g
to the flcshýl." According to titis reni-
dering and arrangemient, flic hcavi-
ness and sorrow of whichi the Apostle
speaks, was for, or on account of, bis
brethiren ; and lie iiercly alindes to bis
former state as the reason wliy lie ex-
perience(l it. H-e does itot say that lie
now wishied hirnscif accursed froin
Christ for is bretliren, &c. but that lie
w-as the subjeet of înuchi sorrow on ac-
counit of tliem, because lic had for-
xnerly wislied himseif accursed from.
Christ, weil knowing that the mourn-

fuI state in whiehi lie hiad been at that
pcrio(i of blis life, w'as; their present,
depiorabie condition. In the days of
bis ignorance, Paul liad no desire to
enjoy the presence of Christ. Wlien
toid that lie mnust take up bis cross,
and forsake houses, and lands, and
brethiren, and partîents, on pain of
eternai se1)aratiolt froni him, lie was
not long ini making his chtoice. Nay,
the ruge ichiil burnt iii bis bosonti
agyainst Jesus of Nazareth, led hiiîn
to covet separation fromn hirn-to de-
sire, as the grreatest blessing, whiat is,
in fact, the greatest curse. And his
"brethren, bis kinsmen according to

the fleshi," were, at the moment whien
lie wrote this E pistle, possessed of
sin-iar vicws an(l felings. Thecy de-
liberately chose the mneanest gratifi-
eat'ons of sense, iii preference to
Chr;ist and] the blessings of bis saiva-
tion. Surelv suclb a state of mind
înay well accounit for bis sorrow on
thteir behiaif, and for lus earncst soli-
cîtude for tlteir saîvation.

A'ME RICAN SLAVERY.
So intinmately connected is the

practice of Christianitv with its prin-
ciples, an(i the possession of the spirit
of Christ withi its manifestation in ail
acts of piety, eqity, and love, that
we cannot refrain frorn. uniitiing witlî
our Englishi bretireîii in thieir con-
deminati on of Slavcry as it exists lii
the United States, and espccially as
it is practised and supported by the
professed foliowers of -lim whio saitl
to his disciples, Il AUl yc are BRETII-
liEN."s '

The Baptist General Conventioni
hiavinig addrcssed an aifectionate
Letter to the Baptist Union in Eng.
land, after the returni of the Deputiesl
vlîo visite(i Ameriea in 1835, tile
Union sent thte foiiowing rep!y, whiich
w~e are sure will excite in the mindls
of our readers thic deepest sympathy
and Sntereqt.


