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EXTRACTS AND TRANSLATIONS FROM FOREIGN PERIODICALS.

BY REV. C. C. STARBUCK, ANDOVER, MASS,

—* Gloomy clouds are gathering more anc.. more deeply on the firma-
ment of the nations. The time when peace shall be taken from the earth
appears to be drawiog nearer and nearer. The beast out of the abyss
displars bis head with ever less disgnise ; the false and secularized church
exalts herself more and more proudly ; the spint of the false prophet
necomes ever more manifest.  Can all these developments turn against the
children of God, zgainst the kingdom of our King ¢ Oh, no! They have
their Master's warning @ ¢ And when these things begin to come to pass,
then Jook up, and lifs up your heads ; for your redemption draweth nigh.’
Al this can but help to hasten their perfection and that of the kingdom of
God.”’— Missions- und Heidenhote (Neukirchen).

Tue Usirep Kixepoa.

—The Ninety-eighth Report of the London Missionary Society has
some introduetory Temarks which are worthy of being reported at length.

«The present year marks a point of deep interest in the history of
Trotestant Christian missions to the heathen. In September next the
Baptist Missionary Society will celebra.c the centenary of the commence-
ment of their great enterprise.  Although bLefore that society was formed
e Moravians and Danes had been fr.r many years ‘devoting therselves to
sork among the inhabitants of Gree dland and Labrador, and also in South
India, with a heroism cbaracteristic of their whole history, and which has
made the story of their missions read like a romance of Christi=n chivalry ;
and some carnest attempts had also been made to reach the natives and the
saves in the North American colonies, and in the West Indics, by the
Snciety for the Propagation of the Gospel in Forcizn Psris, by John
Wesley and by the Ceuntess of Huntingdou ; yet, by common consent, the
farmation of the Baptist Missionary Society has been regarded as the true
Yeginning of the great missionary movement, which has been so marked a
festure in the life of this most marvellous century.

« The record of the work of the Buptist Missionary Society, from the
first days of the Serampore Mission to the latest development of its energy
and entbusiasm for Christ in the Conga Mission, has been « splendid his-
tory, and the success which has attended their work in every fieldisa
witness to all the world of God’s faithfulness to His promises.

« The London Missionary Society is the oldest of the societies which
have been formed under the inspiration of the example sot to the Church
of Christ by the Baptists ; and the directors rejnice exceedingly in all the
Vessing which has been bestowed on their brethren, and pray that larger
uscfulness, richer aarvests, more rapid and triumphant progress may be
their experience in the days to come.

]t was only fitting that a year of such special iuterest in the history
of missions should be marked ULy special and enlarged cffort for their
alvancemaent. The most conspicuous result of the first century of this
great enterprise bas been to reveal its vast cxtent and the usgent nature of
the world's need. This socictv has for years past been learning that the
great fields are practically only just opening for serious work, and that the
provision made in the past would be utterly inadeguate for the new con-
ditions which were bheing faced in every dirertion. In the first stage of
misaons few Jaborers can be profitably employed, because the peoples are



