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disorder, disentangle the perplexities of conf used and contradictory
motions, and stimnulate fraternal liarmony and prayerful unity ; or, on
the other ]land, may positively hinder, embarrass, obstruet, the wlbole-
proceedings. Sornotimes even tle voice and enunciation of a c mair-
mani, bis mianner, glance, attitude, may have upon the body of "hc
lie is the temporary Ilead anl unconscious influence. We have seen a
wllw'q throng of ecclesiastics runl wild in debate, because, at a crisiq,
the chairman was flushied and embarxassed and uudetermihed, and
-%vaited a moirent too long before decided, action. So important bave
churcli courts fou,. 1 this inatter to be, tbat the suggestion bias more
than once been mnade thiat a permanent moderator should be selected
to guide thieir deliberations.

At this groat, conference one was occasionally placed in the cLrair
'who, 'whatever his personal ehia-acter, had really no fltness for a pre-
siding officer. rimid, hiesitating, flustered, stammering, without evtn
volume of voice or distinctness of utterance sufficient to be heardl; un.
acquainted with everi fie sîmplest rudimental principles of parliamenl.
tary IawJ sucli men ou'ght xîot to be put into a place wbere they ean
neither dO tlîemsolvos credit nor help anybody else. For such po-
sitions mon should bo chlosen not for some conspienous service rendered
to elhurch or state, to science or art, to letiers or to hiumanity, but pre-
eminiently because they are fltted to guide a deliberative body or a
popular assenîbly. Avery distingfuislied -nan was not long since
niominated for sucli a position in this country ; but, before the vote hiad
been taken, his awkwvardness, dullness of hearing, slown Oss 0f com-
prehiension, made evident into whiat a ",1sea of tro ables" "ho would have
plunged the assemibly biad lie been raised to the chair. As it was, a
mach younger man, comparatively unknown, was made moderator,
and showed no common aptitude for the place. The time bias fully
corne iwhen, in great deliberative bodies, the chair is no longer to be a
lîigh seat of honlor to whIiclî to exait somo popular favorite or I as a
more figurehoead, 1 -ut a throne of power for wbich, the flrst and last
and indispensable requisite shail be competency to preside and control.

II. Some serious mistakes at the conference wvere made by thie
s9pea7kers thie7iselves. As not èvery man is fit to preside, so not every
man is fit to niake an address or prepare a paper for such an assembly.
The more we hear of public speakers, the more we are satisfied thiat in
flic vast majority of cases, apoloie.9 are themselves without apology.
Timie is too valuable to be consumned in useless explanations, tame
self-depreciation and falselhumility. If thie apolog(,ybe truc, the spea«ker
bias no riglit to be making the address; if untrue, ho hias no righit to
be making thie apology. Yet a man will risc before a magnificent
audience of intelligent and cultivated people ; and, where every moment
is golden, coolly stato that hoe lias 1;hIad no time to prepare, "or feels Ilin
competent; to speak on flic theme " assignedlhim, or in ene of a thousand
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