
l'JIE ACADIA Aý'IIENzEUM.

tlîoufflt, is developcd aîîd selidified oy tho spokon and
wv-itte11 syînhols, qe the desultory and liîterog2îîcous
miass of natural kî'wego1 syktcînatized and crys-
tallizcd iii the tcxt book.

]n1 tic study of any hiancli of science, the student,
mnust avail lifinself of tic knewiedge that othiers have
gatherod anti classifiod for Min. Hoe finds liiseif,
like a laiidsniaîî called te navigate a slîip iii zmitoceani,
with the stars spro:îd above hiim, the rolling ocoani at
bis fcet, and arou'îd lîini tic forceS lyiîîg by whicbi lie
is to bond the oloînents to his %vil]. As the landsinan
would refer te books te guide him)-examiining the
chart te indicate bis course and learning te observe
tic stars and the motions of tic lîoavenly bodies, that
hoe may fibd bis position-se the studont of nature
niust refer te books bofli as sources of knowlodge and
gtuides te ioad in:iiii i way of ebtaining neow

But thero is danger te bo guarded. against in tho
use of books, from the liability te forget tiat wve are
usin- moire synibols of 1-nowiedgo. Our best text
books but iniperfectly reprosent the facts and forces
of nature. The sanie author wvhoui we quoted above
lias said -

Il'Nho cani pait
Likec Nature 1 Cati imagination bonst
Anîid lier g.iv creaticiis hutes like tiers 1
Or Cai it mix thonî %vitl thât nt)lssiI
Aud ]ose thein ini cadi otlier, as appears
Ili civcry bîd thnt blots I if fancy theni
Uneqiital faits bettcathi the Illeasing taýk,
Ah, wlmat shall laîigîage (Io 1"

The personai observation of the facts andi phenoni-
ena of Nature are of more importance te the student
thati ail the inore book kniowledgo lie cati acquire.
By going- te Nature lio is reading- living reaities, and
forîning habits of correct observation whici ivili bo of
inicalculable beniefit te lîimn iii whatevor sphere of
action bis lot n:ay ho cast. In books he meots deati
forms representing living organisîns and active forces.
Iu Nature lie is brought face te face -%vith thoso organ-
ismnis anti, as it Nvere, miade partaker in tlieir lifo,
receiv'ing' energy awl. fresliness froin the force andi
beauty wrapped up iii tbe objects whicbi lie is study-
ing. The rnemory is inc*e active. The intelcctuai
energy requirod te ilîterpret the %vritteni synibol is
reserveti for tbe nîeînory, andti tus tlîe impression le! t
upon tbe nîieinory is moýre fuîl andi lasting than wvben
knowied<'o is gleaned freon the written page. WVe
refer te books for a knowledge of the principios of
language, white aIl aroupti us flows the continueous
streani of cenvcrsatien wvhose active force inouiti our
mnethotis in tie expression o! thoughits to a far greater
oxtont than tho principles we obtain frein books.
Our knowledgo of nmentai andi moral science mnust
deponti te a far greater extent, on the careful observa-
tien o! huinan character as exhibiteti by the men anti
'vonen with îvhon 'vo cone in contact tiian on the
study of text books. Evert se, in the study o! any

science, more lasting knowiedfio is obtaineti by the
observation of nature than by ii:einorizing immense
tua-sses of book knowldgo

But apart front the ,stud.,y o! nature as a source of
ktio%%ledge, it r.ay beconie a nîcans of conbining nims*
tai anti pîmysical devolopmotnt. The bard mental
labour requireti- te imaster tho subjects whicî 'vo
stuciy niecessitates a corresp-onidiing amouint of physical
exorcise if vo tire te keep our bodies in gooti workiug
ordor. blany of our students get ail tue physical
exorcise tlîey requiro iii plu.ying football or kirîdreti
gamoes. But soute of tho nmost ambitieus students in
tho class rmont finti thoir pîtysical powers unequal te
the contest in tiiese trials of strongth. These powers
inay ho developedl by takiîîg long wvalks wherc they
cati mnet Nature iii lier niost pleasing andt instructive
Mantis. Thus a double objaýct wvill be secured iii the
developitient of both mind and body, and the know-
lotige tlîus obtained ivill have a freshness anti powver
about it ail its own. The rocks arounti lii 'vil illus-
trate inany o! the trutlîs contained in geology. Tho
leaf;- forest will càntain stores o! information front
'vhichli e may obtain a knoNvledge o! botainy. The
flewing river andi tbe bubbling brook ivili bo graphie
illustrations o! the forces of Nature and the lawvs by
which tiîoy miovo, wliile aIl these cornbineti will loati
Mani te admire tho wisdoîn and benefic2nce, o! tAie
great archtitect of the universo.

Andi the study o! Nature niay ho made a source o!
pleasure. WVo reînoînher the timo whoen, unencumn-
bereti Nvitli care andi unaccomuipanieti with books, wie
spent heurs aIl alono comnîuning -%vitli Nature. fancy-
ing tîtat the cloutis wvere niessengers o! ieavea ciad iii
golden sunsbine, or looking on tlîe mnountains anti
valleys andi his andi giens as ocean wvaves solidifieti
by some unknown power.

We wvould net ho far astray iii saying that ail the
great discoveries in science anti art wvcre niade anti
copioti freont Nature by moen whli -,vere careful observ-
ors o! ovents iii the naturai ivorîti. The lave of gravi.
tation wvas suggested te New tont by observing an apple
fait front its pareunt trec. Tue invention of the stcam
origine resulteti frein tlîe observation of the power of
steain te raise the teakettie liti, andi tho art of glass-
niaking wvas first suggested te sortie travehiers by
observing the nielteti santi whiere thoy lhad built tlîeir
fire on the seashoro.

Anti literary mon iii ail ages have draîvu thoir
knoîviedge. frein Nature, and turneti te lier as a source
o! inspiration. Wlietlîer 'vo tlîink: of Davidi vie-ving
the spread eut canopy of licaven andi tho ceuntloss
iiosts of oarth, andi bursting forth in lofty psalins o!
praise te thoir Creator, or Virgil ivriting in polisheti
Latin front lus country hoino at Andies, or out i 'r
poot, Cowper, cÛmposing beautiful poems arnit tîto
hills andi woods of Olnoy; ive are charm cd witi tbie
swveetiies-, anti led t,) admire the purity o! sentiment
andi fresiness mi.d --gor of their Iitcrary productions.


