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imposiug edifice, exhibiting evcry cletail esaential te
,xternal beality and symnietry, yet se pianncd and
coustructed as niost effectively to serve the more
practical, purpozes for whichi it was designed.

So laeid and forcible is his expreshiun, that not
culy la the idea exhaustively aud accurately stated,
but e eari readily infer the condition of the writer's
temper, snd the greater or lets intensity of feeling
brought to bear upon the niatter before bum. In
short bis books formn a pùrs'rait exact, and finished cf
their author'. mind. Clear, candid and elegant ln
wording, iu snbstanco learned, yet vivacious and
irresistably fasciuating, they remnain, the giant impreas
of a giaut's baud.

THE KINDERQARTEN.

Tiiis, latest departure iu the systemn of education,
is, perhaps the most truly cientiflc method cf instruc-
tion yet e8tablished. Fredcrick Freebel conceived
the Ides, thiat education should flot be a procees cf
intelle<aual cramming, but that it s",oold bc a -process
of development, in barmnny with the child's mental
and physical nature. With this exception lie took
up tbu study cf cbild-nature, obsc rving careftully the
natural activities and inclinat.io,q tbat influences
chuldrcu iu their play.

Froebel ne dcubit utilizcd the theories cf Pestalozzi,
*wLich aimcd at tb-e developments cf physical nature

and industrial oducation, but lie renliz(d the necessity
cf beginuing te work in harmony wft.h nature at the
very e.arliest age. FUc iaw lu bis imagination the
ideal toucher, discharging the duties cf bis office in
mucli the sanie way as the syrtematic gardener cuiti-
vates bis plants. Ronce the nameocf the systemn
,which hie developed,-Kindergarteu or children.s
garoden.

The kindergarten principles are based lipc» the
following laws :- (a.) That education mens a bar-moulons developinent cf all the bodily and mental
powèrs. (b.) That the spontaneous le the raw
materisl, and the cnly eleuxeut that is valuable in
educaticu, and tbat the teacher miust grsft his instruc-
tion oqp to the spontaneous lu the child. (e.) And
se the w;ork cf the te * cher is not te give knowledge,
but (o, furnish niaterlals, meanes, and epportunities
for the child's mind spontaueously (o, work upcn.
(d.) And that the materials and occupations pro-

scnted to the child, as a mtenus of training, should
bce yrtcmatically developeci from, each other.

Owing, to the 8teru opposition wbich bis prLInciples
met, Froebel lived to sec only this foundation work
of hie new educational system, fairly laid in bis native
Gerrnnny, but se tl )rouvli was the roundation work,
that no amotnt of resistance could'dcstroy the great
purpose of that tioble lire. At bis death in 1852,
wbich is said to have been liastened by the enactuient
of a law excluding, the kindergarten method of teacli.
ing from the public sc'hcols of Prussia, there existed
a training sebhiol at Dresden, wbcre Froebel bad ex-
peuded most o,. bis personal labor, and a few fiourish-
lng infant acbeolk. To.day the kinciergarten methoii
is favourably kuown and quife extensively applie.d in
ail the countries cf Europe, and also in the American
Repubie.

The systema le designcd for the training of children.
between the âges of three and seven ; and as that; le
the most important period in ail the child's life, the
advantages or disadv'arnages arisiuig from its applica-
tion, are of the greatest importance. The lact, thit
childrcu undcr a certain a-e are flot admitted to the
public schools, la no proof that they are net capable
of education at an carlier period. Inde2d, qs Herbert
Spencer bas wisely ob,,erved, the chilci begins to
learn, and its character begins to take shape almost
as sean as it coine into being. It is dnbtful
whet.lier lunany of tlie subsequent years of its life,
the child acquires as much knowledge as during the
first two, or three years. It may be questioned also
whether thie training cof nny otbh.r period cf its lire,
makes so lasting au Impression upon the character
as what it learns during those early years. By the
tume the chuld lias reaclied the age of qeven, its tem-
per, and mnny of the most important features or its
disposition have becoine established. If (bis early
formation cf charnetor, bas been a perrect develop-
mient of ail the child's natural 'x>wers and a drawing
out and building up or ail (bat is noble and good in
the child, its prospects for farther development will
be hopeful; but, if on the contrary, the unauxiable
qualities of its disposition lias been aowed to bold
sway, the future training must either '--ke on thie
character of reformn and transformation of ail that
nature and domestie influenees have doue for the
child, or else become nuxiliary in building up a
deformed character.


