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the whole of bis parish, he was admived asn man of genfus and was commuted, if 5o it could be called, into making a public apolos
eloquence, he was respected ne a man of irvepron-hable moral gy, from his own pulpit, to his propls, for his shuneful irregulari-
worth, and belaved as a friend, who shared sincerely in the glad- tics,  On the day of this heart-vending exhibition, not more than
ness, and sympathised in the rorrows of his flock.  Untortunately, one-fourth of the congregation wire present. But oId David Rid-
the habits of many of his pari-himer, as well as of those of the dle was there, supported, for the first, and alas! for the last time,
literary cub to which I have alluded, were the very reverse of into church by a iriend,  His form was now bent nearly double, he
temperate.  For a time the attraction of his young wite, and pre- shutlled his feet painfully over the ground, bis head shook from
sently that of his infant ron, kept him from indulging in nocturnal Wenkness, not from aze; bis eyes were red and dim—he locked
potations, But afterwards these attractions lost their foree ; the like a man who was only three or four steps from the open grave.
glory and the glee of the musical and literary conelave overcame  When, after the service was concluded, William began to read the
all his resolves ; and, night after night, it happened that he return.  humiliating apology which he had written, the aged shepherd crept
ed to his manse at unseasonable hours, and greeted his wife with painfully down upon his knees, aud burying his face in his claped
the Jeer of intoxication, instead of the steady glance of affection. - hands, remained absorbed in prayer. The Inst words had failen
We should have said that, before this, 0ld David Riddle, moved by from the minister’s lips ; there was a dead stillness throughout the
his sony entreatics, had given up his duties amonyg the hills, and chureh, for all were penetrated with sorrow and shame at their
hod come to live with him at Mos-kirk Manse. A weekly d.light pastor’s disgrace, when a deep gronn broke from the old sheplierd
was it to the old man to behold his son arrayed in his black gown, and starded the congregation trom the silence in which they were
and with the smooth white bands drooping decently upon his bosom, indulging. All eyes, and those of the minister among the rest,
delivering from the pulpit of his native pari-b the words of eternal Were instantly directed towards the old man; his frame vemained
truth; and pleasant was it to the old shepherd ever and anon to for a moment in the attitude which we have described, and the
rvecognise, in the elegant but simple language of the pastor, some next instant it fell heavily upon the floor—a corpse $
of those sentiments which he himself had instilled into his mind,] We shall not give pa n to vnr readers, nor harrow up our own
while he was yet a shepherd lad upon the moorlands.  But itcowld feelings, by attempting to describe the agony which this event
not long be concealed from him that William was irregular in his caused William Riddle. It scemed to be one of those griefs which
habits. When the fact fiest struck him, he almost swooned away; cannot and ousht not to be outlived—a punishment greater than
for the forebodings of Rachel rushed into his mind, and he saw as it man is able to bear,  So thought William—if the flash of this con-
seemed for the fir-t time that his son’s destruction, was sealed. viction across the settled gloom of his :pirit could be called theuzht.
It was long, however, befure he could bring himself to speak on' How shall we go on?  William, azain, after severe strugales, gave
the su ject to Will am; he felt the shame which his son appeared Way to the entreaties of some of his mistaken friends, and to the
to have abandoned ; and kis own temperate blood sent a blu.h into, treacherous wishes of his own heart. e became a contivmed
his withered check, at the idea of addressing the chi'd of his heart, ; drunkard!  He seemed to have at length cast behind him every
the minister of Gud, on the subject of his intemperance, The thought of reverence for God and hi> holy vocation—every particde
m serable struzeles of the old man, before he gave utterance to his ' of respect for himself or his fellow-men,  His poror young wife ex~’
sentiments to William, we are utterly unable to describe—iwe leave | hausted every argument which reason could afford—every blan-
them to our readers’ imagination. At l'mgth, however, on a dishment with which affection and brauty vould supply her, to re-
moming after the minister of Mosskirk had shamefully been sup- | claim him, but in vain, He retained, or seemed to retain, even,
ported home by two of bis parihioners, in a state of deplorable in- all the warmth of his first Jove for her, and, in his hours of intoxi-

toxication, the old shepherd gathered up vesolution to speak to his
son. He did not denounce, insult, or even upbraid bjm; but,
with tears in his eyes, delicately alluding to his mi-conduct, assur-
ed him that such anather occurrence would cause him to leave the
manse for ever ; fur that, thoush he might not be able to prevent,
he svas resolved never to :anction the fearful immuorality which
drunkenness carries in its train, more hideous still when attached

cation, he seemed most strougly to acknowledge her worth and
loveliness; but the necessity for the violent exritement of ardent
apirits had overcome all other considerations.  She wept long and
bitterly ; then, as de:pair began to close in upon her, she (dreadful
that we should bave it 1o relate!) sought, in the example of her
husband, to escape from her sorrow ! Ellen Ogilvie, the youns,
the graceful, the beautiful, the accompli hed, the gentle, funinine

creature, whose very frame seemed to-shriok from the slizhtest
conrseness in speech or action, became a drankard !

Many years had passed away b:tween ¢he time when the old
shepherd had paviched in the chuceh and the time to which we now
refer, and William had a family of two sons and three daushters.
If Ellen’s father was unfavourable te her marriage at firat, it will
be casily imagined that he never notv acknowledzed them, Iis
!young family, therefore, had nothing to depand upon except theie
 father’s exertions, and they were about to be closed for ever,

The time arrived when it was inpos:ible for William to be sufe
fered any longer to remain in his charge. He was thrust out of
the judsment, eternity !” his church aud expelled from the ministry.  The messenger who

Will it be believed, that, after this appeal, the remorse which he | delivered this message to him, dedivered it to one more d -ad than
ruffered, and the resolutions of reformation which he made, a rin- i alive. His excesses had at length brouzht on a fit of apoplexy ; he
gle week saw the mini-ter of Mosckirk reel into hi-~manse, asisted, was but partially recovered froin it, and could only, in a dim man-
by the pastor of the Methodizt chapel, at two o'clock in the morn- ‘ ner, co_mprcheud the purport of the meseage, when with bis wife
inz? Such was the distresing reality ; and the next morniny, ' and children, he was removed from the manse. A friend sheltered
without speaking to his son, but giving, amid heart-broken sobs bim for a time—afterwards, he was conveyed over to Edinburgh.
and xizB, his blesing to his daughiter-in-law and her children, old, Within a twelvemonth he died, having been chained down to bed
David Riddle removed from his son’s véof’; nor could all his en-, by his disease, one half of his frame being dead, with mind enough
treatirs induce him to return, to see poverty and inevitable misery ready to cruh his helpless

Let me hasten to conclude. The conduct of William became‘fumily, but without the power to use the slightest exertion in order
%0 notoriowsly shameful, that it could no longer be ov rlooked by to avert the impending calamity., It was in a garret in the Hizh
his pari:hioners, and he was more than once called by some of, Street, upon rotten straw, the spectacle of an emaciated and
them with remonstrances, which increased gradually in severity. ;shattered wife before his eyes, and the cries of his starving children
S8iill the infatuated man proceeded; untill at length his behaviour jsounding in bis ears, that William Riddle brecthed his last!
became & publ ¢ lander to his own pari-hioners and to the whole, What availed it then that he had been good and pure, full of
durch, He was yet, however, ro much beloved for his gencrous ! generous sentiments, endowed with a graceful person, a noble
warmth of heart, and admired for his talents, that a last effort was | genius, and a monly eloguence 2—these otherwise invaluable quali-
made to prevent the sentence of expulsion, which had been passed |ties had becn all sunk or scattered by the spendthrift extravagances
pitst him, from being carricd into effect; and his.punishment | of the,Saclal Man.

to a mini:ter of the gosp 1

William, already di-gusted with himself, and humbled before his
own heart, was ctu:hed to the earth by his old father’s appaal. He
threw himself upon his aged parent’s neck, and entreated his for-
giveness, ¢ My forgiveness, my boy !” replied the shepherd ;
“you cannot offend me, and therefore it is vain to ask for my for-
giveness. My heart is so utterly bound up in thee, that, though it
may deplore, it cannot d.nounce any conduct of thine. It isas it
were but a servant of thine, and in good, or in evil report, will
follow in its train. -But, if my sufferingy, and the sneers of men,
have no influence over thee, think, O my dear boy ! think on death,




