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ON THE COMMON USE OF ARDBNT SPiRITS.
From an unpublished address by the Rev.
T. C. Wison, of Perth, U.C:

( Concluded from the December number.)

But it is naw time to be drawing these

remarks to a close. The object of our pre-,

sent meeting is to endeavour to promote
the cause of temperance in the world, and
particularly amovg ourselves; and more
especially to persuade those who have hi-
therto opposed or refused to assist us in
our attempt to bring about total abstinence
from ardent spirits, asa principal prevail-
ing means through which drunkenncss and
all its manifold evils are caused.

It is, therefore, especially to you, who
rank among this number, that these ob-
servations ought to be addressed ; and we
ask you in simplicity and sincerity of heart,
What good do you propose to do to your-
selves or to the world ? What benefit do
you expect to praduce to the bodies or
souls of men, to their temporal, spiritual,
or eternal concerns, by making, or furnish-
ing the means of making, or selling ardent
spirite, or by drinking them, or giving them
to others to drink, or by encouraging their
use, or by refusing to assist in putting them
out of use, or by opposing these who are
endeavouring tovdewo? . . .

"We ask you, what good do you expect
to yourselves or others from ycur conduct
in thus acting?

As much, do ysu think, az will outba-
lance and make compensation for the in-
canceivable wreichedness and innnmerable
woes which the cemmon use of this fiery
poison has produded, and is daily produc-
ing in the world? If you do not cxpect
this amount of good to arise from your use,
and encouragement of this sorrow working
drink, then are you bound by the law of
God, which tells you to love your neigh-
bour as yourselves. to renoumce and abjure,
and try to banish from the earth, the curs-
ed cause of such misery and woe.

We mast still it charity hope, that of
you who opposcas, ot who will not assist
us in the temperance camee, or who will
not abstain, nor persunadg.others to abstain
from the use or encouragemest in any
other way of intoxicating drink, there are
some who stand out upon conscigatious, or
what you considerscriptural grounds ; and
while we verily Delieve that yay are in the
wrong,—most grievously in the wrong,—
we still wish to reason with you with all
meekness and forbearance, but with ear-
nestness of soul, add we ask you this sim-
ple question, and we beg you to ask your-
selves'in all simplfeity and sincerity, even

judgment seat of Christ, do you <erious-
ly think that it would injure yourselves, or
athers, in soul or in body, were you now
ta abstain from the use of ardent spirits ?
The fact of so many now living in health
without them, is sufficient to prove that
abstinence would not be productive of in-
jury. Did you ever bear of any being in-
jured in this way ® Never.  And is there
any thing in scripture which pronounces it
unlawful to abstain from what we feel to
be productive of no good ? Much less
vould scripture forbid us to abstain from
that which is hurtful to ourselves, or whose
use we know to have been ruinous and fa-
tal to muititudes in time and through eter-
nity? and cven though you love it, dearly
love it, and think that it does you good,
O be not so selfish as live ouly to the
pleasing of yourselves ; try if you can make
this little sacrifice for the good of your fel-
low men. 1o you call yourselves follow-
ers of Chirst 7 Did not he deny himself|
for you ? Didhe not make many sacrifices,
and at last that mighty sacrifice of himself]
ugon the cross in behaif of guilty men?
And will you. who profess to be his ser-
vants, and ca'l yourselves by his name, re-
fuse to follow his exampie? Will you re-
fuse to give up what you can well do with-
out, even when you know how much it
must tend to the welfare of others? He
left you an example to follow his steps, and
one of his apostles says, ¢ Look not every
man on his own things, but every man al-
30 on the things of others, let this mind be
in you, which was also in Christ Jesus.”
In conclusion, we call upon s0u who,
now see it to be your duty to abstain from
and otherwise to discountenance the ysg
of ardent spirits, to consider, also. the fur-
ther step of declaring this your opiion and
consequent resolution to the world, by ad-
ding your names ta the list of those who
are associated tegether for the promotion
of this end. A temperance socisty is just
an association of those who think it their
duty ta abstain from the use of and other-
wige discountenance intoxicating drink; it
is the medium through which such princi-
ples and opinions are riore permaneatly
held forth, than could otherwise be done.
By this associated example and declaration
of sentiments, the evils which the use of
ardent spirits has caused are held up to the
view and execration of the world, and a
raliying point is fixed, and a banner unfur!-
ed, around which the friends of temper-
ance may muster, and more powerfully
direct their united efforts to deliver the
warld from one of the greatest barriers to

the temporal and spinitual prosperity of]

man., Let your conduct pow shew that
yow minds are made up to make war a-

as if your answer #as to be giver at the

gamst this foe, and abstaining from all in-

toxicating drink, to rally round the ban-
ner which now wavesso triumphantly in
many a land.

ONTHE TRAFFICIN ARDENTSPIRITS.
NoL L

In the last number of the Temperance
Advocate, 1 took the ground that tke iray-
Ac inardent spirits, except for nmmg/"nrtz)r-
ing, chemical nnd medical purposes, was i:n-
moral.  This position, though resting on
the clearest proof, may seem net only un-
tenable, but in the highest degree absurd.
I shall therefore, in this paper, instea! of
continuing the statement of evidence, lav
before the reader the opinions of other men
on this subject.

The following extract from Wesley «
Sermons, will shew the world in what
light that venerable man viewed the sale
of spirituous liquors :——

“ Neither may we gain by hurting our neighbour
in Ais body. ‘Lherefore, we inay not seil any thing
which tends to impair bealth.  Such is eminently
all that liquid fire commoniy called drams, o5 spi-
ritucus liquors, [t is true, these may havea place
in medicine ; they may he of use in some bodile
dizorders ; (althougl :here would 1arely be occasion
tor them, were it not for the unskilfulness of the
pracutioner. ) Therefore, such as prepare and sell
thewn only fur this end, may keep their evnscience
clear  But who are they ? Wha ptepare then on-
ly for this end ? "Do you know Yen Sueh distillersin
England? The excuse these. But ait who se'l
them in the comiton way, to any thar wiil buy, are
poisoncrs genwial.  They murder his Magesiyve
subjects by wholesale, neither does their iye piry or
spare.  ‘f'hey drive them to hell, like sheep; and
what is their gain? Isit not the blood of these
men ? Who, then, wiuld ency their large estatec
and sumplucus jralaces? A eurse is in the midst ot
them—the surse of God clesves Yo Uit stoues, the
tlmber, the furniture of them. The curse of Gud
isin their gardens, their walky, their groves; a fire
that burns to the nethermost hell.  Blood, blood is
there : the foundation, the foor, the walls, the roof,
are stained with blood! And .unst thou hope,
O theu man of blood, though thou art “ ¢lotheid
in scarlet and fine linen, and farest sumptucusly
every day ;* canst thou hope toeliver down thy
fields of blood to the third generation? Not so;
for there is a God in heaven - therefore thy name
shall be reoted out. Like ay those wham thou
hast destroved, bady and soul, “ thy memor.ial shali
perish witly thee."— Hesley's Borks, Fol. O, Sere
mon 56, page V28, third edition, with the lust correc-
tions of the Author.— London, 1829.

Extract from the Rules of ¢ The Socie -
ty of the People called Methodists,” to be
read in cach class, once in every three
monihs

o It is therelore expected of all who continue
therein,” (the Societies ~°7 “oditts) © that they
should continue to evidence their desize of Salva.

tion, * ® € & * * & ®. 3 3 o &
by avoiding evil in every kiad,: especisily such as”
s s s % & » v e “Drunkennes:
buying ot selling spirituors liqubek Or drinking them,
unless in cudes of extreme reebedight

1tis a singuler fact that the followers ¢f




