
ana, oh the Christian Magistrate being-ChrisV's vicegerenti They were
thotouglily opposed to the. tolerationof -ail'heresies,, and. to the liberty of
publishing opinions àdverse to t.he establishied religion of the Iand-9 Éad
strenuously insisted. on their heing put down by civil pains and penalties,
inflicted on their authors and abettors. la compiling the Confession of
Faith they conteniplàte.l uniforinity of religious profession throughout the
three kingdoms of England, Scotland and. Ireland,,and «the placi«ng of al
dissenters under the ban of national. law, as, disturbers of the peace and
good order of society; -and, conseqnently, in the third..section of the
twénty-thircl chapter they assigned to the"Christian ]Cing or chief ïMag-
istrate, autliority and powers in,. bis officiai capacity,. which can only be
legitimagte1y interpreted of bis holding the place of Christ'sý vicegerent, to:
judge ýfor him. as the suprme Governor of his Church and of the-natioins.
XVe therefore think that our Chu:Lch acted -wisely«Iast year in adopting «thé
Note on the Fourth Article repudiating the Magistrate's vicegerency
under Christ. Aceepting the Basis wi«thout this Note ive woulia havýe
becoîne out and out Free Chutchmen,. and instead of our béing United
with- thé Free *Church we would have'heen absorbed.1Y the. Free ÇChurch
-minus our voluntary principles. But aithough we would.-have .prefèrred
retaining the Note,ý yet .such is our desire for Union, that ou, heart was?
mnade glad by the perfect unaniniity, with which Dr. Onniston'ls motion
was carried;.

lài the.Presbyterian Synod, thediscussionson the Union question were.
sornewhat keen 'and, prôtracted. Some who spoke on thè question were
evidently most desirous of Union with the United- Presbyterian Church,
aud& would. willingly have adoptedl the Basis as sent back by- the tTntd
Preshyterian %S-ynod; andI the first motion. submitted to- the Synod was.to
that effect, -and it was made. and seconded by elders, and supporte& bY
another eider. Thé .eldership were evidently in genéral, 'prepared -for,
imniediate Union,, and so. were alsoý sone of the -ministers. But thbere
were other emhers of Sygodl who spoke strongly agaijýst the principle
of forbéarancé as to thé practical- application of the Fourtlî Article,,and
one rnember raid he "9would have prefeired moving a direct nega-
tive *to the Union long aao." Several motions, were submitted- andail
withdrawn. except one, which wasadopted'witlhout a Viote. That motion
belng given -at lengrth in. the -July number of fie Magauzine, ve shali not
repeat itbut shail review the Resolutious-submitted by the -CoMmittee on-
Union ane.adopted. by the *Synod to accomhpany-the Basýis- as a. declaratory
statement. Rèsolufion- lst., "ITiiat this Syiiod,* with a view te, the
removal of 'any misapprehension of its opim'nin in réference tg Article
Fourth.of the- Basis of Union,-doesmost earnestly daisavow tlie:legiqtimacy
of any snch -infetênce from sàid article. :asthat Magistratês. have the,
right,- someffimes claimed by-them, .to'prescribejin the naine of -God, the,
faithocf the Chircli, or to interfere -with-the freedomp bfer ecciesiastical'
action." We are. peifectly satisfled wvith -this :,so far asý it goas. Our,
Presbyterian Reformers neyer àcknowledgred, -the Magisrt às beinS
investeelwith.any sùch poweras that whic'hisreferred to inthis R-esolutioli.
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