
( 382)
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BY TgE REV. E. BARRASS, D.D.

WESLEYAN METUODIST.

The annual Conference of 1897, being
the 154th, 'vas held iii Leeds. Rev. M.
Randies, D.D., the retiring, President,
opened the proceedings. The attendance
for the commiencemient was unusually
large. The ranks of the IlLegal Hun-
dred," contained four vacancies. The
folloiving ivere elected: Rev. H. Burton,
John Hornbrook, Peter Hargrer -es and
J. T. F. Hiallagey.

IRev. W. L . Watkinsoni ias elected
President on the first ballot.

'Rev. MNarshall Hartley was re-elected
Secretary.

Rev. Valentine Ward Pea-eaon, B. A.,
wvas re-appointed Head-niaster and Chiap-
lain of Wesley College, Sheffield.

The addresses of the ex-President and
the President were well received. The
Conference prayer-îneetirig followed.

There werc several applications for
ministers to remain on their circuits bo-
yond the allotted tiime, but only a few
special cases woe allowed. The Con-
ference alinost unaniniously agreed to
abide by the old rule.

The niumber of candidates for the min-
istry was greater than the domand ' onlly
seventy-five were acccpted, fifty for homne
workc and twenty-five for missions.

Among the visitors prosent ivere the
Revs. W. H. Milburn, D.D., and Elughi
Johnston, ».D., from Washington, both
of whonî deiiverod able addrosses.

Fifty de.aths were rcported, including
thosa who had (lied abroad. Tlîree deatha
occurred during, the sittings of Confer-
once.

Dr. H. .J. Pope %vas ekected Hlome
Missionary Secret-iry, and Rev. J. Horn-
brook -%vas assigned to the position so long
hield by Dr. Pope, nanie]y, Socretary to
the Chapel Collimittee.

Prof. Siater was appointed fraternal
delegate to the General Conference of the
Methodist Episcopal Chiurch, South,
which nicets in Bal.timnore in May, 1898.

The raligious services, such as the
Holiness Meeting, the Lovefeast, Sacra-
ment-il Mýeetiing3, the Reception and Or-
dination Services, and ail the Sabbath
Services were seasons of spiritual, refresh-

in-. Soute social gatherings of an un-
usul character were also hield. Oiie by
the Lord Mayor of Leeds, the Wesley
Guild, Teniperance .Rally, at which Miss
Slack was one of the speakers, and the
Coniference Missiûnary Meeting, were

immese athrinys ll f wichwere

squares, ivhich createdl great interest.
Probably the iiost animiated. debate

was "The Order of Sessions," duriing
which speeches of great power were dc-
livered, but it wvas ultimately agreed for
tlîings to rernain as they were. The con-
servatismi of the majority loohka strange
to niany who are outside of Conference.

There ivas a strong, desire anion- min-
isters and layinen for an increase of
spiritual powier. Ail regret.ted the in-
tenue iworldliness that had crcpt in every-
where. Great ploasure was expressed at
the continued prog.-ess of the IlForward,
Mýovenint." It-vasthe universal opinion
that incrocased attention inust b,ýgiven to
the young, and evangelistic services niust
receive proper support.

IIOut.and-Ot" Mission Cars, which
liadl aiready beeti used to a limiited ex.
tent with satisfactory resuits, are still to
be enîployed in rural districts.

The Opent Session is always one of the
miost interesig, and this year it, was
no exceptioni. The representatives were
fromn France, Ire]and, South Africa and
Australasia. The venerable Pastor Eo-
cart, was from France. Hoe said the SLar
Life Assurance Conmpany refused. t-) in-
sure his life fifty-three years ago, as
lie wvas deexned an unfit subjeet, but for
sixty-three years lie had been identified
with Methodismi in France.

The Riglit Hon. Chief Justice Way,
of Southt Austrzilia, ivas grceted ivithi
great cheering. lus speeclh relatedl al-
tocthier te Methodist Union in the
Sothera WTorld, and Nvas most cordially
receivod. The other fraternal addreess
froin the Moravian Synod, the Primiitive
Methodist, the Newv Connexion, the
Bible Chiristian Conferences, and the
Nonconforiîuist Council, were also well
received.

The Wesieyan Trust Association. gave
"6,000 to tîto Worn-out Ministers' Fund,


