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Chlers, lias given undying celebrity to
B3ethrlehem. 'Every part of the journey
teemed with associations of ancient timies.
"ILook," said our dragoman, as wo crossed
tire «Valley of Ilinnom, imntediately south
of Jerusalem, Il titis is the Plain of llephiaimi,
once a strong-hold of the formidable giants3
of whom -%e frequentiy read in tire Old
Testament Scripturcs." And afler -lancina
for a moment at tire situation we entered
into conversation with hirn about the
gigantie stature and terrifie appearance of
tbose old lime hierocs -%hlo have now entirely
disappeared frw the face of lte earth. A
littie fardier on wve came to, a well by the
waysidc, with lire suggestiv~e titie, "Th e
'W'll of tire Magi," so cailed fromn tire ývise
men who were led froin their home in tire
east by tire guiding star tu visit the new-
born Saviour. The tradition respecting th*is
welI is Yhat the ivisa men, at 1h16 stage in
their journey, lost sighît of the star, and that,
not knowing -%viceh way 10 go, they stooped
to, draw -water, whvlen, Io 1 t their joy, they
saw it reflected in thiowell, and looking up
with glad hearts tirey were led by il into the
presence of the young clrild whoni they hiad
corne bo worship. WXe, too, looked down
int this historic w'teH, not experting 10 see
a star, but wve sav lte bitte ieavens reflected
ini ils caim deptlis, and proceeded on our
way again -ivith dcep Ihouglits lu our mind
ralliero about ancient titan modern days.
The next interesting objeet t hiat met our eye
-was the so-called Convent of EliJahi. The
Greek rnonks in charge of it gravely aflirm
that: titis was the meeting place of Elijali in
bis flight south fromn the rage of Jezebel.
Iu proof of tireir statement lhey shtow, near
the gate of t'îe couvent, the mark left in lte
solid rock by Ilis budy in tire place wlhere
lie slept!1 For niy owfl part 1 was muci
more deepiy interested in noticîng- titat froni
tbis position I cotrld, wvil à une sweep of tire
eye, sc -Bethlehem, iiliero eur Redeerner
was 'born, and Jerusahm, whu.ra lie vas,
crucified, and te Mount of Olives, I'rom
which Rie ascended bo tîte Lthroneiof giory.
A quarter of au hour after passing lthe Cou-
vent of Elijali we .reached the Tomb of
iRachel, onc of the rnost interesling rbouvenirsj
of te old patriarchai limes. The preseut
monument, a small, square, stone structure,
surmounled by the ordinary Moliammedan
dome, is evideutly modern. Bat it unris-

takably marks lte spot whiere Jacob buiried
Iris beloved iRachrel. (See Genesis 48: 71).)

And liore, at lengîli, is lthe veritablo
Bethlehem of sacred story perched on a
long, iofty limniestonle ridge and comxwtndùfî
a varied p)rosp)ect of lthe fertile f1ehis andi
ruggred Itilis around. I ontered il, flot iWitir-
out emnotion, at lthe wcst end of bbe town,
andl drov'e aiong lte tnain street to its
eastern extreiiity, whili is universally lie-
lieved 10 be lthe scene of lthe INativity. Over
aind airounld lthe sacred spot wlrcre lthe Div ine
Childwas born. devoted biaudshIave built up
four stateiy, but soinewhat sonmbre, ecclc.Àizý-
ticai edifices, lthe iBasilica, originally erected
by lte Exnpress Hliena in lthe early pat f
lte fourbth century, and lthe tirree adjoiztiug
convents belonging 10 lthe Greeks, L.atins
and Arnienians. lnstead of being I)arti,ýu-
larly attracted by lte workiuanship andi f ur-
nishings of these far-famed baildil.igs, I
found myseif ratiter dis1)osed bo studv tie
type of Christianity which tlhey rospectivelv
oxhibit. And I was very sorry to observe
in ail of ltem very notable divergences frum
the Scriptural simpiicity titat is iu Chtrist.
DescQuding by a -winding stair bo a distance
of some twenty foot benleatir lthe floor of bbce
Basilica, I was usier±d int lthe grottu of
lthe .Nalrvity, iu ahl lrobabtltty lte actb.d
birilhpiace of lte Saviour. The grottu is
now elaboratoiy ornamented withi It.ilian
marbie and figures of canonized saints. It
is about-forty feet in lengtit and sixteen feet
in breadlh, considerably larger, I presunte,
Ihan lte original stable of the old-liato carra-
vanserar. A silver star on lthe inarbiepa-
ment marks lte place of Ilte birtit. Ovter it
are sixteen dimly, but perpetually, burnin,
silvor limps, and around il lthe inscripetion,
"Rie de Virgine Maria Jesus Chlbtats

jiatus est ;" "il1ere, of ltheVignMry
Jesus Citrist Nvas bornl." XViile I w.ts tipre
I saw severai pilgrims corne in and kn'-el
ýdovvn and kiss the marbie pavement avi
then besmear tiheir faces wvith the uil flh-i
;vas in tho ever-burning silver lamnpb. 11't
my mmnd seemed lo be so machi pre-occlîi 1týd
witi lthe past tirat I took very 11111e flutice
of thom. Pirssing from- Ihis mernorabie ~c~
we visited lthe adjacent altar of t'ie M
where the wvise men from lte cast are -,id
to have presented titeir gifts tu lthe infant
liedeomer, and the altar of lte Innoccnt;,
which, marks the huril-place, as tire itronks
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