THE MARITIME PRESFYTERIAN,

249

would be an immenso increase to all her
fonds, It would prove to be, the solu-
tion of movy of her financial difficulties.
We should also give constantly and jre-
quently as the rule and habit of our lives;
groyerfully like Cornelins (Acts X, 1-4,
31); betivvingle, humbly, “offering God the
duty, but casting away the werit 23 a
filthy rag: earefuliy and intelligently, as
the Lord’s stewards, more dareful how we
lay ont His money than it it wasour own,
“Lvery one who tries t9 do good "bught
“to take the further pains of* seeing that
he is doing good.” !

III. How much we shonld Give.—
There is no absqlute or universyl rule in
the New Testament as to the amount we
should give. “New .Testament institu- .
tions appeal-to 2 willing heart, more than
to a legal mind.” For our guidance, how-
ever, we know that, under a dispensation
of inferior privilege, (God claimed as His
portion one-tenth at least of every mhu’s
means, besides acpepting what. he might
choose to give as valuntary offerings. God
would have us to give praportionally to
our means;—as He has prospered us {1
Cor. xvi. 2; Ma&t, x. 8). ‘We nmst. do
this honestly, vemembering that itis with
God, the Giver of all .things, and the
Searcher of hearts, that we have to do.
“The tenth in straitened circumstances
may be muck to give, yehile thetenth in
prospe: ity may be very little” (Luke xii.
48).  Over and above our regular givings
wre should give thank-offerings for special
merdies. There.ave some noble souls who
are resblved *‘never to be rich while the
canse of Christ ispoor.” Would that we
all gave as those who realized that Christ
loved us and gave Himself for us!

- IV. -The spirit in which we  should
give.—This 'is of fat greater importance
than either the method or the amount of
our giving, e cannob please God, or-
bring 2 blessing to ourselves, by'onr giv-
ing, unless we give in o spirit of willing-
ess, cheerfulness, gratitude,” and lore
{1 Cor. xmr.).’ “Glod loveth a' cheerful
giver” (2 Cor, vi. snd vin.). The qual-
ity of our giving is the first thing, then
the quantity. There should bé no sense
of bondage in connectionwith'dur giving,
and no desire for mere imitation or ctm-
petition. Tt ishot our money itself God
wants, but the money from o3, He de-
eires fruit that mayabound to opr ac-
eount. “God yearns atter men’s hearts,
not their monsy ; He needs more of their,
grace than their ;iving.” The first§step
in Christlarr givingis to give our own
solvez unte -the Lord (2 Cor. vim. 5).
*Whensver o man ‘gives kimself to any-

thing, it con command his prrse.” We
dare not give in order fo e saved. hut
we caunot give enongh when we ¢re sav-
ed, out of gl‘ntitude to Him who though
he was rich, yot for our sakes he became
Eoor, ‘that wo through His poverty might

o rich, It were an unwerthy motive
from which to give, but it should not be
lost sight of, thut taose that do give are
not looscms thereby. It is 4 great mis-
take to assume thut giving, if donein 2
right spirit, entails poverty. Onthe con-
trary, giving is a .channel of blessing.
“Give, aud it shall be given unto you.”
Thereis a great reward to the Christian
giver, both here and heveafter. Many
texts of Scripture might be reférred to to
prove this (see Dout. viii. 10-18; Ps. xli.
1; Is. Iviii. 6-11; Prov. iii. 9, 10, xi.24,25,
xiil, 7, sdy. 21, xix* 17, xxii, 9, xxviii, 27;
Mark 'x. 21; Luke vi. 38, xii. 33, 34; 2
Cor: ixX. 6). Witholders are the lapsers;
apart from witholding being an index of |
spiritual poverty, it is dangerous. it is
well to ¢‘think as much about giving as
about gettiig,” for Money mAy be keptto
the owner’s huct.  God gmﬁdes outlets
for it, in case it should drown us in per-
dition,, Richesare. dangerous, bnt yiv-
ing takes the sting out of them (see Hag.
i. 9-11; Prov., xxi.. 13; . Eccles, v, 13;
Mark x. 23).

V.| We shodld all Give.—Sope scem '
to haté an idea that it is only the rich
who'thould give; but that is a great mis-,
take., ' God would have us ‘all ‘to give.”
Every trhe gource ,of happiness, .every
sanctifying influence; is open alike to rich .
and poor, to young and old. “‘Let every
one of you lay by Him in store, as God
hath prospered him.” says Paul '(1 Cor\,
xvi. 2). The poor.man is as responsible’
to God for the use of his one talent as the
rich man is of his ten talents; and ““the
pence of the poor tre as precious in God’s
sight as the pdundsof the rich” {3 Cor.
vird: I12), Ifthe poor are not faithful in
that which is little, God will not intrust -
him with mére. The poor may be ““ ing
propoitionate eense, the mostliberal,” for
their giving entails self-denial; and even
if actually too poor to give any money, .
they muy yet bg rich in good tvorks
(Moaxk'xii. 41:44). ’ There are those who'
call themgelves poor, swhen asked to give
who spend much, ox personal ¢r domestic
comforts, ahd even Iuxuries,. who deny
thémselves little 6r nothing; and yet who .
plend inability to give to God’s causs. It
were well if such wonld remember that
in this matter thoy have to do with Him
before whose &yes all things are naked
and open. ‘ If weell realis‘eglsbur’sbeward-
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