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foreign emugglers any excutie whatever for
-the relenties8 airn of the British government
te thwart the often exprcs8ed and humane
wish of the heathaen goyernament.

A criais came in 1839. The Chinese li.
,perial Cammiaisioner Lin, at-Canton, address.
.ed a long letter toQuzeen Victoria, requetiting
lier ta interdict the trafflo, Rie alia dernand-
ced as contraband, 20,283. chestE of British
opium, and by command of the emperoi
.utterly destroyed it. 'The annihilation by
inoney laving Orientais, for the sake of a
moral idea, of -ten million dollars wvortls of
-salable property will shine in history as a
.deed of sublime heroîsin.

The Riiish Eiiyclopedie calis it "Oa suffi-
ýcient proof that 'the Mandarins were in
-earnest in their endeavor ta suppress the
trade. The few foreigners who were pre.

sen wee depi imresedte witness this
deliberate andi solemnw~ork of destruction,
%vhich occupied twenty days and took place
.in the presence of a grat multitude cf
ýChinese Officiais and peuple. Sean after
this theBritish renewed the *attampts te
smitggle cargoes ashere. ,The inerchants
complained that the wvholesale, confiscation
-cf the- opium was sudden and unfair ! a vai
.piea, for the storm, hua beau gathering -foi
years and Was foreseen by ail whose eyes
were not-blinded by gold. The seizure -vas
the chief -point aif the ca6uts belli.

In 1840 Engiand daciare"ri war. At its
close China had te cede the oppresser the is-
land of Hongkong and pay tiventy-one mil-
lion dollar.%. Twelv'e millions of this wcre
for England's wsir expanses, three millions
for debts oived by Chinese ta British mer-
'ehants, and six millions partial. payrnent for
the opium destroyed. This ontrageens rob-
.bery was perpetrated in the treaty af NLn-
1kin (1842) and.ratitied the year following.

Thiat the eniforoed *opening of the five
"tr eaty ports" ta tra'îde gave à great impulse

S ta commerce and missions ne ona denies, but
these benefits blind Western eyes ta the
.cruel injustice ef the war. At tbat time*Sir
H. Pottinger, British. Minister, strove tO get
China te legal 'ize the opium trad e; and the
Emper Two Kwang mande answer ini thae
pathetic and now histnric words: -It is true
that I cannet prevent the in.troduction of the
fiewing poisoan, but .nothing will induce me
.ýo derive a revenue £ron. the vice and misery
of my people."

During the next foùrteen years the un wel-
came trade fiourished, until in .1857, the Ar-
.)ow, a smuggling véssel bearîng the British
fiag,. was fired upon. This furnished the
pretext for thé British bomnbardineut of Can-
ton. As if thie wera:not enough, the Eng-.
lish and French combined the iext year and
miade an expedition up, the riv'er Pei-ho to

Tientein. Thustiie capital wvas in danger
and the terror-stricken governinent feit ob-
liged teo yield tn the persuasion ef. Lord El
gin and lezalize the importation of British
opium. The import dslty was fixed at the
low rate of thirty taels a chest, or about
thlirty cents a pound, the British agrceing
tiot te carry tire opium iniard. This paliti.
cal viliiriny was ratifie& in the Convention
af Peace at Pekin, Octaber, 1860., Thus op-,

prsson scored a great triumph in Asia ta
affaet the grand ndvnnce af liberty then
about te take place in Ameriea. China again
paid Engiand an indemùity of S10,800,000
in gold, ane-quarter ai wvhich was paid te the
faraigu marchants of Canton; aise - 6,000, -
000 te France. Is it strange that patriatic
but uninformed Chinese wouid faîn have ex-
cludèd aIl forciguers, mniseionaries included,
regarding the opium trade as a direct plot
againet the life ai the nation ? This treaty
secured tha opening ai five additionsi. perts,
through svhich missianaries roight enter
with the -gospel and marchants with ship-
loads of opium.

The second opium wvar only riveted faster
the chains ai the demnoralizing habit and
trade. 'The government, discauraged, made
few serions efforts after 1860 ta represp na-
tive cultivatian ai the peppy. According te
Consul Spence, in Sichuan province, gavern-
ment interference with the planting ceased
about 1865. But in July, 1869, the -Chinese
Governinent made a pathetia appeal tô tise
BritishtGovernment. And in Octaber, a
"Supplamentary Convention" was signed at
Pekini by whi'ch, in consideration of China's
reducing hier duty on ceaI exportad aud for
other commercial ndvýantages, England
should alloiw China 'to advance the !mport
duty on opium frei thirty te fifty tais. As
tbhough- Chinia -had net the right ta charge
what duty she chose wvithout askiug leave 1
But this arrangement' the British Govern-
ment steadily 2-efuxed ta rat ify, lest a higher
duty might check the trade and thus lessan
the revbnue at Calcutta.

In 1876 occurs the Chafu Corivention.
China by this allows four more parts te be
opened ta têade, in raturn for which the
British ambassador agrees that opium shall
stand on a different footing froas asilor goads
as regards transit duties iuiand, se as ta en-
able Chiinato check the internaI traffic. The
clauses ai this convention in laver ai foreign-
era wvere soon ratîfied. The anc clause in
China's banefit *as n-t. At lengtls after
seven years of evasion by Euglaud, the irri-
tation faIt ,in China and tihe anti-opiumn agi.
tation in Euglind caused an openiug nf of-
ficiai carrespondence on the subjeet (Jaru-
ary, 1883,) Earl Granville writing ta Mar-
quis Tseng, the Chinese anibazisador in-Lon-


