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foreign smugglers any excuse whatever for
the relentless aim of the British government
to thwart the often expressed and humane
wish of the heathien government.

A critis camo in 1839, The Chiness Im-
perial Commissioner Lin, at-Canton, address.
<d a longletter to Queen Victoria, requesting
her to interdict the traffic, He also demand-
ed as contraband, 20,283 chest: of British
opium, and by command of the emperor
utterly destroyed it. ‘The annihilation by
money loving Crientals, for the sake of a
moral idea, of ten million dollars worth of
salable property will shine in history as a
«deed of sublime heroism.

_The British Encyclopedia calls it “a suffi-
«cient proof that the Mandarins were in
-earnest in their endeavor to suppress the
trade. ‘The few foreigners who were pre-
gent were deeply imyressed to witness this
deliberate and solemn work of destruction,
which occupied twenty days and took place
in the pregsence of a great multitude of
Chinese officials and people. Soon after
this the British renewed the -attempts to
smuggle -cargoes ashore. The merchants
complained that the wholesale - confiscation
-of the opium was sudden and unfair ! a vais
ples, for the storm had been gathering -for
Years and was foreseen by all whose syes
were not blinded by gold. The seizure was
the chief-pointof the casus belli,

In 1840 England declarel war. At its
<lose China had to cede the oppressor the is-
land of Hougkong and pay twenty-one mil-
lion dollars, - Twelve millions of this wore
for England’s war expenses, three millions
for debts owed by Chinese to British mer-
chants, and six millions partial payment for
the opium destroyed. This outrageous rob-
bery was perpetrated in the treaty of Nin-
kin (1842) and ratitied the year followiny,

That the enforced .opening of the five
““treaty ports” to trade gave a great impulse
to commerce and missions no one denies, but
these benefits blind WWestern eyes to the
«<ruel injustice of the war. At that time Sir
H. Pottinger, British Minister, strove to get
China to legalize the opium trade ; and the
Emperor Two Kwang made answer in these
pathetic and now historic words : *It is true
that I cannot prevent the introduction of the
flowing poison, but nothing will induce me
o derive a revenue from the vice and misery
of my people.”

During the next fourteen.years the unwel-
come trade flourished, until in 1857, the 4
row, a smuggling véssel bearing the British
flag, was fired upon. This furnished the
pretext for the British bombardmeut of Can-

ton, As if this were.not enough, the Eng-.

lish and French combined the next year and
made an expedition up the river Pei-ho to

Tientsin. Thus'the capital was in danger
and the terror-stricken government felt ob-
liged to yield tn the persucsion of Lord El
gin and legalize the importation of British
opium. The import duty was fixed at the
low rate of thirty taels a chest, or about
thirty cents a pound, the British agreeing
not to carry the opium inlard,  This politi-
cal villsiny was ratified'in the Convention
of Peace at Pekin, October, 1860. Thus op-
pression scored a great triumph in Asia to
offset thie grand advauce of liberty then
about to take place in America. China again
paid England an indemnity of $10,800,000
in gold, one-quarter of which was paid to the
foreign merchants of Canton; also- $6,000,-
000 to France. Is it strange that patriotic
but uninformed Chinese would fain have ex-
cluded all foreiguers, missionaries included,
regarding the opium trade as a direct plot
against the life of the nation? This treaty
secured the opening of five additional ports,
through which missionaries might enter
with the " gospel and merchants with ship-
loads of opium,

The second opium war only riveted faster
the chains of the demoralizing habit and
trade. ‘The government, discouraged, made
few serious etforts after 1860 to represe na-
tive cultivation of the poppy. According to
Consul Spence, in Sichuan province, govern-
ment interference with the planting ceased
about 1865. But in July, 1869, the Chinese
Government made a pathetic appeal to the
BritishtGovernment.  And in I(’)ct,ober, a
‘‘Supplementary Convention” was signed at
Pekin by which, in consideration of China’s
reducing her duty on coal exported and for
other commercial advantages, England

should allow China to advance the import

duty on opium ffom thirty to fifty taels. As
though Cbhina had not the right to charge
what duty she chose without asking leave !
But this arrangement the British Govern-
ment steadily refused fo ratify, lest a higher
duty might check the trade and thus lessen
the revenue at Calcutta. :

In 1876 occurs the Chefu Convention.
China by this allows four more ports to be
opened to trade, in return for which the
British ambassador agrees that opium shall
atand on a different footing from otbar goods
as regards transit duties inland, so as to en-
able China.to check tbe internal traffic. The
clauses of this convention in favor of foreign-
ers wero soon ratified. The one clause in
China’s benefit was n~%. At length after
seven years of evasion by England, the irri-
tation felt .in China and the anti-opinm agi-
tation in Englind caused an opening of of-
ficial correspondence on the subject (Janu-
ary, 1883,) Earl Granville writing to Mar-
quis Tseng, the Chinese ambassador in'Lon-
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