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progresa In \West
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of Manitoba and Dritish Coluwmbla and the

pertaining to trade and
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OUR LEAD INDUSTRY.

The papers the other day reported
the shipment of a cargo of Canadian
1ead concentrates {rom St John for

THE COMMERCIAL

stages. What s required 1s a
refinery for thefinal reduction of
the product of our smelters, This

would evidently require some asslst-
ance on the start, but would undoubt-
edly soon become o profitable fndus-
try. With the lead reflnery the other
fudustries of manufacturing dry white
and red Ivads, ete., would no doubt
soon fallow.  Our customs tariff on
lead and lead products, which was
fixed at & thme when conditlons were
different from what they are now,
would require re-arrangement to nweet
the requirements of the case, It an at-
tempt (s to be made to follow up the
opportunittes fur the development of a
great lead Industry in Canada.

UNREASONABLE OPPO-
S1ITION,

A great deal of unreasonabiz oppo-
sitlon seems to have been shown In
Parlfament at  Ottawa against the
application of the Canadian Paclflc
Ratlway to  extend the Stonewall
branch of its system In Manitoba. It
is difficult to account for some of this
oppasition, exvept on the ground of
prejudice or malice It {s quite trua
that a great many very good people,
In he ondinary sense of the torm, ave
sometimes subject to both these waak-
nesse, for a wankness {t undoubtedly
1s.  Well balanced, Intalligent per-
song, such as we should expect to find
in members of parliament, should,

tinental rallway, ‘What would it be?

But aslde from this somewhnt sen-
timental vieav of the casge, there {8 a
reasonable and businessike view of
the matter which should govern all
cases of this kind. When the Cana-
dlan, Paciflc Ralinay asks for power
to develop a valuable section of coun-
try which ts not served by any cther
road, thereby promising to add large-
ly to the wealth of Manitoba In par-
tleular and the Dominjon in general,
ft geems almost Dbeyond comprehen-
slon that a set of men who are sup-
posed to be delegated by ¢he people to
gerve and conserve the Interests of

tie country should daliberately en-
deavor to block such  enterprise.
\Whather such action be caused by

prejudice, mallce or & desire for popu-
lar favor, it i2 quite unworthy of men
who aspire to positions of 4rust in the
service of their country.

-~

Manitobn Dairy Aci.

Tha naw Manitoba act respecting
the branding and sale of dairy pro-
duects, o which reference was made
last week, will serfously interfere with
trade In dairy products i »nforc2d in
its entirety. The act provides that
packages of butter and boxes of
cheese, efther factory or private make,
must be branded by the makers,
showing name and address, and also
the wonrds *dalry butter,” “creamery
butter,” “home dairy cheese,” “full
cream cheese,” etc, as  the case
may be. It is fuvther provided
‘“that every person, firm or corpori-
tlon who ship butter or checse from
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flour of its own manufacture the Hud-
son's Bay Company fs able to supply
fts local and export trade, and fits
trading posts in ¢he Bay., These lat-
ter ar~ in this case reached vig the
Canadliin Pacific Rallway Company,
acruss the sea by the Atlaptie liners
and back agaln by the company’'s Bay
ships, thus competing  successfully
with flour made n England, and here-
tofore bought there by the company.

Railway and Traflic Matters.

A rate war is on between British
Columbia points and Skagway. The
‘anadian Pacific Rallway has cut its
rates from $25 to $10, while the
steamer Amur advertlses a first class
passage at $6. The rates to Northern
British Columbia polnts have beenre-
duced from $5 to $L.

The rallway passenger rates to the
Pan-American exhibition about which
there have been so many anxious ¢ 1=
qulrles of late have not yet been fixed
so far as Winnipez and all polnts on
this division of the C, P. R. ate von-
cerned and it now Jooks douvtful
whether there will Lo & specsal rate
rate made or not. The rallwav com-
panies do not seem to be able to agree
upon this matter at all and it may
turn out that each road witl have to
make its nwn rates and arrangements.
The prospects are that passenger trat-
fic to the cast wiil be verv heavy this
year as a great many people have
been planning to attend the show at
Buftalo.

The Canadlan Paclfic Raliway com-
pany Intends making a blg effort to
open up & Russtan market for Cane
adian manufactures

and pro-
ducts. President Shaughnessy's
trip to Europe has s=omething to

Manitoba Farm Hc;mes-Bulldlngs of Wm, Cox, Stockton

Antwerp. This i3 a feature of Cana-
dian trade that i3 not very satisfac-
tory. We are sendlng abroad all our
Lad in the form of concentrates or
matte and importing the refined and
prepared article, The productlon of
lead In Canada has increased very
largely during recent years, owing to
the development of the silver-lead
mincs in Sonthern British Columbla,
and the thine would sSecm opportune
for dolng something to encourage the
refintug and manufacturing of lead
praducts in Canada. The present ar-
rangsment of our customs tarift s
20t such as to cacourage the refinlng
and manufacturing of lead products
st hwn.. The duty on dry white and
™ Leals, etc., 18 only five por cent,
All we do In Canado, ds therefore, to
import the dry leads and grind them
bere  In vilew of the large production
3 lead at home and the vast possis
billties for the future In the develop-
ment of our sHver-jead mines it Is
of the utmost importance that an ef-
fort ghuld be made to have this In-
dustry established In the country. We
should bo able to produce our own
manufactures of lead and possibly
bulld up an export trade in some of
these commodities. TWhat seems most
urgenthy required is encouragement
for The ostablishment of an industry
for fultv reducing the ores to the final

however, be above 2ither prejudice or
malice tn dealing with matters per-
Kaining to the public good.

Ot course many of us in Manitoba
think we have a grisvance agalnst
the great mational raflway corpora-
tlon. The old antl-disallowance con-
test and othar agitations have certaine
Iy left & prejudica iIn some quarters
amounting almost to bitter hostility.
Politiolans may perhaps think they
are ‘making a popular hit by pander-
ing to this supposed sentimemt, and
this may Tunther account for the op-
position shoswn in parliament to the
Canadian Pacific Rajtway Company.

In ¢his as in all other matters, there
are two sides to the question,  While
e ‘have had just reason for com-
plaint against th2 company, we shoutd
also think of what the Canadian Pa-
cific Rallway has done {for Canada,
and for the West In particular. The
very mational and imperial sentiment
avhich parmeates the country to-day,
and which has largely been the pro-
duct of recent years, ns  been en-
couraged and fosterad to a great ex-
tent by the construction and success
ful operation of the great transcon-
tinental highway across the continent
through Canada, united the varlous
provinces of the Dominlon which
stretch from ocean to  ocean, and
bringing them into cloge communica-
tlon with cach other. Just Iimsagine
Canade without the great transcons

any place {n Aanitoba,” must also
®drand 2ach package with name and
address, ‘This would mean that every
country merchant who ships a packe
age of butter  or chees? to
Winnipeg, or any other place,
must regloter under  this  act,
and brand each package so ship-
ped.  Then the commission house in
Winnipeg must again brand the pack-
ages, so that by the time the s
left the commission dealer, cach pack-
age would carry at least three brands.
This would certainly be detrimental to
the sale of the goods, as the packages
would b2 disfigured by so much marke
ing, and besides this, it is well known
in the trade that exporters object to
the marking of packages dby shippers.
Tihe cenforcement of these  provisions
might, therefore, result in much an-
novance and loss to handlers of dairy
produce in Manitoba,

Tt is possible that this act may in-
tarfere with some prerogative of the
Federsl government, which alone can
legislate in matters  pertaining  to
trade and commerce, In which case it
would be disallowed.

Flour For England.

The Hudson's Bay Company has ne-
certly made a special shipment of 20
carloads of fts Fort Garry mid flour to
WMontreal for shipment by the St
Lawrence route to England.

Not a fow still rosldent In Winnipeg
will call to mind the time when the
city's suppliles avere noarly all  im-
por'ed from England by way of Hud-
son's Bay, and the buffalo was the
princlpal produce of the province. The
prograas that has been made {8 well
shown by the fore-going. Flourishing
flour mili{s are in our midst. and fram

do In this connection, and after visit-
Ing London he will pay a visit to St
Potersburg, Wm. Whyte, who was re:
cently appointed assistant to the pres-
tdent, will leave in the course of a
fow weeks for a trip along the line
of the traas-Siberlan raflway, and will
go over the entire country from the
heart of Russia to the Pacific port of
Viadivostock. It ts the bellef of the
Canadian Paciflc authorities that Rus-
sia offers an cxtensive market for
farming implements and other Canad-
fan droducts, and that an immense
trade can be buflt up for Canada. 1t
tho outlook proves favorable, a line
of steamers will be put on the route
between Vancouver and the port of
Viadivostock in the near future. Mr,
Whyte will 3o first to London and
St. Potersburg to make arrangements
for his journey. and will then proceed
through to Viadivostock, returning
home by the Pacific ocean. He cx-
pects to be away about five months.

A large amount of nursery stock, In-
cluding fruit trees and ornamental
shrubs, has this $pring been Imported
fnto Canada from the Unfted States,
and has been treated 2t the varlous
fumigating statlons which have been
erccted by, the minlster of agrlculture.
The season during which importations
may be made into Canada will end on
the 13th of May. This date was fixed
upon after consulting with nursery-
men and fruft growers, and is one
wecek later than last year. It must be
remembered, however, by importers
that if the %buds have turst and
growth has begun there i3 some <dan-
ger of injury from the pnisonous gas
which {3 used to destroy the scale in-
sects.



