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THE I&IPERIAL TRADE QUESTIDN

The question of gomnoe sort of & commereial
union to include all countries forming the
Dritish eimpiro 11 just now attracting much
attontion, Mr, Chamberlain’s recont uttor-
ances in favor of an imperial zollveroin havo
atarted afrosh tho discussion of this question,
The great cotnmoercinl conferonce which moots
in London, Bogland, in June next, will draw
further attontion to the question, and indeed
sho discussion of this mattor will undoubtedly
lead to tho most prolonged and interwsting
dnbato of the conferonce.

"T'he queation of a trade policy fur the empiro
has loug boent before the British people the
world over, but it is a question which has al-
ways been considered as more or less boyond
the range of practical issues, We aro mak-
g progress, however, and what may be con-
sidered impracticablo to-day may beregarded
as perfectly feasiblo in tho not distant future.
if tho British people desire a trade policy
which will bind tho empire together more
closely, from @ commercial point of viow,
thoro really should be nothing insurmount-
able in the way of putting it into effect.
‘I'here would no doubt have to be concessions
al around, but if the general principle of the
proposal finds favor with the peoplo, thero
should be found some plan of putting such a
policy into practice,

Of courso, there are & vast number of local
questionsof more or less importance to the
various divisions of the empire, which would
have to be considered.  The vastness of the
British emnpire, the great variety of intorests
to bo dealt with, the antsgonistic trade poli-
ces of the different self-governing countries
of tho empire, all of which would have to be
harmonized to some extent at least, make the
question ono whick at » glance would seem
almost insurmountable in the difficulties pre-
sented. Notwithstanding these great diflicul-
tiesin the way, the feeling in favor of closer
commercial relations within the empire has
been growing, and we believe will evontually
lead to prastical results. \We cannot expect
to attain absoluto free trade within the em-
pire at the first stev.  Froo trade within the
emgire is tho ideal view of the question, but
if attained oventually, it will have to be ac-
complished by degrees, Free trade within
the empire, pure and simplo, would mean
direct taxation in the colonies, and the people
are not ready for that. Direct taxation as a
theory is very good, if the peoplo could bo
made to believe it. As it is, most peoplo
would rather furnish their contributions to
the national treasury in an indircet manner,
notw,thstanding that by so doiug they have
the additional burden of supporting an ex-
pensive customs systom,  Besides, the policy
of protectivn has too strong a hold in some
parts of the empire to lead the *-eople to favor-
ably accept a freo trade zollveretnall ot onco.

A varying tariff for rovonue purposes,
within the empire, 11 the different countrics

. vl tho ympire, would no doubt prove some-

what confusiug. It would bo lacking in un-

iformity, and tho causo of considerablo fric-
tion at tho outset at least, To suddenly
change from the high tariff policy of most of
tho colonies to a free trade zollverein would
also no doubt bo very confusing at the outsot,
as well as disastrous to mnvy established
interests.

Thoe great difliculty in the way of arriving
at somo practical arrangewmont is no doubt
found in tho varying trade policies of the
different countries of the empire. In the
tinited Kingdom wo have the freo trado prin-
ciple firmly entronched, while in the culomes
lugh tariffs goncrally prevail, We cannot
oxpect tho poople of tho United Kingdom to
submit to a tax on foodstufls, agrinst foreign
countries, unloss the colonies are prepared to
ofTer them almost an absolutely freo market
for their manufactures. On the other hand
the colonies will not be prepared %o offor oven
a cubstatial reduction in the duties on
manufactured goods, to the Brit.sh exportors,
unless they receive in roturin broferont.al
treatment 1n the home markets, as compared
with foreign countries. This would mean a
tax upon foodstuffs comiag into the United
Kingdom from forcign countries, in order to
afford somo advantage to tho colonies, whose
oxports are chiefly foodstuffs, in return for
concessions to British manufactures.

The possibility of sccuring an imperial
zollverein in the near future will depend very
much upoun the fature trade policy of the
colopies. if Mr. Chamberlain has voiced the
feeling of the people of the United Kingdom,
there would appear to bo rcasun o believe
that & common trade pulicy for the empiro
on a revenue tariff basis, would find favor
there. I the high tarifl party in Canadais
defeated in tho contest now entered upon, it
will bo a great strido in favor of an imperial
zollverein on a basis at least tending toward
free trade. It has been alleged that the high
tarifl policy is losing grourd of late in the
Australian colonies, and if this be true, to-
gother with a possible defent of the high-
tariff party in Canadas, an imperial trado
policy on a fiberal basis may not beg so far off
as many peoplo imagine.

So far as Western Cansda is concerned, the
quostion is not a difficult problem to solve.
We export breadstuffs and raw iaterials
only, and import everything in manufactur-
ed soods. Freedom to buy as well as to sell
in the markets of the United Kingdom would
certainly bo to our advantoge.

Another point Lo bo copsidered is the offect
afrec trade zollverein of the British empire
would have on the world at large. The effect
in the main we beliove would be beneficial
from the free trade pomnt of view. A zoll-
verein including such vast interests all over
the world, would certainly exert a great in-
fluencoin favor of the removal of the artificial
barriers which are everywhere erected against
tho freedom of trade.

BINLER TWINE,

As intimated in & provious number of The
Commercial, the price of binder twine will
bo somewhat higher this year, Infact, it is
now uaderstood that prices will average about
1} cents per pound hbigher than last year.
This advance is duc to sevcral reasons, tho
most direct cause perhaps being the increased

cost of raw material.  Another reason is
found in the fact that stocks wore woll clean-
el up last year, both in Canada and the
United States, The market was sold up
closor last year than it has been for somo
years previous, and the largo stocks of old
twine which depressed the markot in past
years, have been about cleancd out. Still
another reason for an advanco is tho woll
understood fact that there was no money in
tho twino business last year. 'Thomasgin on
twine was o small that thore was nu pront
in the business. Pooplo do not do business
for tho fun of the thing, -at least not very
long. Occasionally wo find a brauch of
trado carried on at a loss, for a whilo, but
conditions will right themselves. Bindor
twinu has been one of the lines which thu last
year or two has beon carried on ovidently on
too small a margin to prove yrofitable to the
operators, and it is natural to look for a
change. Latest reports from tho United
States bear out the earlicr statomonts of a firm
market, and if presont crop prospects are
realized thero is not likely to be any shading
of prices.

ARBOR. DAY,

In setting aside one day cach spring to bo
observed as arbor day the Manitoba legisla-
ture has done something to encourage treo
planting. The exercises recontly appointed
for the public schools, also promise to be of
great service in directing attention to tree
culture, as well as in cultivating a taste f.r
this class of work. Manitota as a prairie
country stands greatly in need of a littlo at-
tention in the dirsction of the euitivation of
trees ana shrubbery, and every effort should
bo made to encourage our people to attempt
something in this direction. What a change
a fow trees and shrubs will mako about tho
ordinary treeless prairie farm ? What a
pleasing effect it has upon the visitor, to find
an occasional farm house surrounded by
well kopt trees and bushes? Qur prairie
homes often Jook dreary to the visitor from
other parts, on account of the absence of
trees and shrubbery. All this could be re-
medied in a short time if our people would
give attention to the matter. 'T'ho surround-
ings of our country homes could be immensely
improved and beautified at a trifling outlay
in money and time, by giving a little atten-
tion to the planting of trees and shrubs. In
a few years cur treeless country homes could
be relieved of that barcness and made at-
tractive to the visitor.

The same thing applies to our villages.
T'here are villages in Menitoba and in other
parts of our western prairies in which scarce-
ly a tree or o shrub will bo seon, and the
effect is anything but pleasing to the visitor.
It gives the impression that tho people have
only located thero temporarily, and expect
shortly to pull out for some other placo. In
tho larger towns in the carly days thesame ab-
sence of trees was noticeable, but of late
years a great change has boen going on.
People have been paying moro attention to
tho beautifying of their promises, and as a
result the city is beginning to takeon a moro
hcome-liko appsarance. There are now in tho
city many gardens and walks woll supplicd
with trees and shrubbery.



