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RAILWAY RATES IN DAKOTA.
(Continued from page 1230.)
ciroumatances it costs at least $6 por nore to
raise wheat in North Dakota, and, to my per
sonal knowledge, farmors in North Dakota havo
not been able to ipay the interest on their debts,
to say nothing of the principal, und, after har-
vesating and tho returns wers in, they have boen
forced to borrcw money to defray thelr ox-
pensos through the winter,’ Genoral Solicitor
Grover, of tho Groat Northern, stated in xeply,
that the rates charged by the Great Northern,
and the income seoured therefrom, wore not
suflicient to defray tho operatiug expenses of
the road, and that without tho incomes derived
from the coal mines in Montana and the trans.
continental line, tho company ¢ould not beable
to pay its opemtinﬁ oxp and tho intercst
on its bonds, Ho denied that the farmers had
arigbt toexpect the railroads to shove their
loas whon wheut was selling for only 4%c, while
they would not bo williog to pay a larger rate
when wheat was selling for 80o. General
Manager Kondrick, of tho Northern Pacific,
followed vory much in tha same strain, conclud-
ing by stating thut his road had reduced ratos
as much as it could, and that it had got to the
end of ita rope. A further reduction in rates
on the Northe*n Pacific was impoasible. Traffic
Mansger Maztin, of the Soo, and General
Freight Ageat boore, of the Milwaukee, pro
sented the matter from tho atandpoint of their
respeotive roads, Commissioners Beoher, Mills
and Liggett, of tho Minnesota board of rail.

road commiseioners, and Ward Ames, of the |

Dulvth board of trade, were.alto presont. The
conference was anything but satisfactory to the
farmers who were presont and pacticipated dn
the discussion, and' when the railroad repre-
tentatives 2aid they could not, and.would not

toba, Tho Commoroin] pointed this out inan
artiofe o wheat rates, whish oppeared i1 this
journal on August 20, Compare, for instanco,
tho rate of 22 vents per 100 pounds on giain
from Langdon to Minneapolis, over tho Great
Northorn, distauce 412 miles, with-the rate of
17 conte from Winnipeg to Fort Whlliam, dis.
tance 426 miles, A strong point made at tho
Fargo mootiug was the doclaration that tho
roatls transport graln from Muuitoba fog 2 Lo
3 conts loss por 107 pounds thun tho samo
roade charga in North Dakota. This probably
has refercave to fhe lines of the Northern
Paoifio in Manitoba, o

Tux tirritorlal legislature is ofteriog a bonus

for & machice for constructing firc guards.” At
prosent therc is no machine which can be used
for the cheap and spcedy construotion of tire
guards, with tho object of  preventing the
spread of prairio fires. It is thought that by
offering a bonu s, some mechauical gonius will
be indaced to iuvent such a machine. Follow-
ing ard tho conditions required: A machine
which can bo handled by not more than two
‘men ; that will, in passing over the ground
once, oroate a fice guard at least cight feet in
width, ard cover not less than twenty miles
porday ; that any wmaterial consamed will
uot exceed »,cost of $¢ por day.

Tug firat logal labor day heliday in Covada,
was duly celebrated on Sept. 3. At tho last

reduce the rates, their d toimply
that they meant jaat what thoy said.”

 EDITORIAL HOTES.

Tug low price of binder twine this yearis a
matter for general ratisfaction jn Manitoba
where it is a commodity of such importance to
the farmers. The price this year, in compari.
son with the cost of twine & fow years ago, will
sllow of quito a saving, The saviny this year
on twine, on the present estimates of orop area,
when compared with the high prices of a fow
years ago, would amount to over $300,000 in
Manitoba-alone. The area requiring twine
this year js say 1,500,000, which ab 2} pounds
of twine to the acre would represent 3,750,000
pounds of twine required. Yeara past twine
oost from 15 to 200 per pound. This yoar it
has cost mostly from 8 to 93¢, or an average of
say 90 per.pound. There is a conflict of author-
ity as to who shou!d receive-cradit, for the re-
duction, The Patrons claim ig_all, while
ophera olaim that it is due to the action of the
Dominion government in redacing the duty
and establishing a twine factory at Kingston.
Perhaps all of these fofluences havé done some,
thing toward reducing the pcice of twine, but-
the principal resson for the reduotion is no
doubt the natucal outcome of commercial
events, Thera has been a decline in.the valae
of nearly all leading commercial comwmoditios
during recent years, and it would have been
stiange if binder twine had not shown similar
conditions, guite aside from any.special efforts
made to reduce the piice of the commodity.

AT the recent meeting at Fargo, North
Daokota, to disoues railway freight rates, it was
claimed that grain rates.in North Dakots and
Minnesota were 2.t0 30 highor 'than in Mani-

fon of Parli t the day was made a
logal holiday throughout Canads, nod hereafter
Labor Day will be one .of the institutions of
this country. The day was celebrated in Wra-
nipeg with a procession and sportsin the parka.
The setting aside of one day in each year asa
logal Iabor day. holiday, is something of a re-
cognition of the claims of labor, Tho celebrat.
ion of the day wiil'no doubt tend to strength-
én the bond of union amony the diftcrent labor
urganizitions, as through it they will all be
brougut-together on that day.

The Patrons’ Twize.
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I notice in your issne of September 3, an
article headed **The Patrons’ Twine” which ix
unjust, unfair sod unirne  You euy that the
Patrons’ twine only measured 500 feeb. to the
pound. Now air, 5 different gamples wera
measured by § disinterested parties, and weat

gave the samé guarantee, and up to date we
have 1ot one half dezen complaints; and you
compare it with the Prison twine, called Maple
Leaf, Now laskin all fairness. where would
our farmers have heen if they had been depend.
ing upon this twins, becauso you know and
everybody kuows that 50 per cent. or over of.
- the crop was cut before & bandle of this twine
: was in the country, and it is doubtful if it
would have come then had not certaia intereat-
ed onos seon a chance to make alittle politioal
capital out of it. As to our twino being a
lower grade than the Maple Leaf, Mr, Connor
himself stated that the Paotrons’ Twine was
fully 75 per cent. manilia. .

Then you go on to atate that this twine, was
sold in car Iots at B}o per pound, Mr. Wm.
Johnston of Brandon showed me an iavoice,

“where it cost him 90 per pouund, and we can
prove where twine was sold at 10, 11 and 120
per pound and some of it Maple Leaf too. .

Then:you make anothér untrue deduotion,

- that grave doubta

" thiog' either againat
- against our order.

a trifle ovor.G00 feet and one 535 Teot, and the |
twine was guaranteed 600 feet to us and we |-
Portage la Prairie, Sept, 4.

.you sdy we paid 8% while another paid 8¢,

.

now tho truth is wo asked for'tenders for 500,
000 pounds of fwine for this scason, The ton-
ders to be oponed on June 7, wo had offers fn
soaled cnvelopes as followa: dcCormiak, G00
foot, manilla, 9 deliverod at provincial points;
Plymoth twino, 600 feet, manilla, 8.8lo duty
and freight paid; Consumors Cordog‘g Toiy
Blue Ribbon, 8¢ cash £.0.b. dontrehl, wWith a
freight rate runniog from 72¢ to $L.11 por 100
pounds, and sotne of tholr sgents which ten-
derod asked from 9 to 9,454 for tho same twino,
while the Masscy-Havrie Co, sent a latter mf-
ing that they could not quoto thens but won

have a full stook of American and Canadian
twines and they would likely quote us in a fow
days. Northwestern Cordags Co., 8t. Paul,
830 car lots provincial poiats, freight and duty
paid. This was the twino we purchased aad
would have preforred dealiog with & Canadian
firm.  Bat Jast yoar we oould acithér gob the
twiao hore on time neither sould wo got de-
livery of it without paying tho cash boforo car
was oponed. The Northwest Cordage Co. gave
delivery of the car on asceptance of draft at 10
days, a consideration that gave them the con-
staot, considoring our trouble of lssb Yoar,
Then you try to mako out we paid 9,000 moro
than wo should have done, wanioch is nob true,
Tla Patrons’ twine was 24 good in quality and

“length as either tho Meplz Leaf ob Blue Ribbon

and we could not bring in 200-tons asyou
state, but only 170 tons. Then you spesk
about the margin taken by the oxactiog of 40
per pound while tho doalers charge {0, but you
dou’c tell your readors that the:car lot dealer
takes this o and and the retailer another o,
while the Patrons’ pay all local freights, pay
all distributiog obharges and exchanges, ete.
Out of the 4o, Lhe Commercial, in fact, in a
previous issue, I am informed that you stated
existed whether this
money did not go into the pockets of tho
handlers instead of the association’s treasury.
Now sir, we want you to understand, that you

- have no ground for such false statements'and

we defy you or any of ‘those who hitherto
large profits we have interfercd to-prove auy-
myself personally or
Hopiog you will ace your
way olear to do us justice, we ask for nothing
more. Would you tell us the differencs in raw
material prices this yoar, and five years ago,
Farmers aro payiog nearly. 60c less now. Has
the raw material been reduced  corréspond-
ingly ? Why did not the Comrhnercial'in the ia.
torests of ‘the consuming public publish the
following facts at the time, ) .
- 1890 £, o. b. cats Montreal freight paid to
to the'consumer

Peovinciul points, 1dots, price )

18, 19.and 200ts, 1891 Cordage Co., 120ts,
consumer paid 15 and 1Gets, 1892 Cordage Co.
1lote, consumer paid 14 and 150ts. 1893 Uord.

- age Co., 104cts, consugior paid from 11¢o 18

cts, here is where the patrdns come in,
Where, if you please, did their.3 to Sqts per
1bgo too. Auswer aud oblige,
Yours traly, L
CHAS. BRAITHWAITE.

[Epiror’s Norg,—The above letter dqél,pob
require very much comment. The Commeroial
has been informed on goad anthority that the
Patrone’ twine does not rma much over 500
feot. to the pound, and we have .also-seen it
stated in country‘papers that this ia‘the case.
As rogards the price of the various twides,
parcels sent by express nll over the country
have cost bigher than regular prices. Mr.
Braithwaite admits the correctzess of our
statement that the Patrons’ twine cost 83 cénts

- not, that Is, delivered free at Manitoba points.

This is axactly. } cent per psund more than §

'other extra qualities of twine. were offered at §

in car lots, delivered in'Manitoba fi:eg of freight g
charges. . There is no-getliag aroungd this fact,

"and this is. the. main..point Tae G.mmércinl




