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The editor of THE CRITIC IS rosponsible for tho viows oxpressedin Editorial Notesand
Articles, and for such only ; but the editor 13 not to be understood as ondorsing the senti-
ments expressed in tho articles contributed to tius journal.  Uur readors are capabie of
spproving or disap.pruving of any part of au article ur contonts .f the paper; and after

xercising duo care as to wha is toappear in our colurns, we shall leave the rest to their
{atolligont judgmeont,

EDITORIAL NOTES.

Notwithstandiog every «ffort to extorminate tho ralbits of Auetralia, tho
prolific rodents continue to multiply. Governmont rewards for tho bost
method of destroying tho pests have boen soveral times offered with no
signal result.  In Now South Walcs the pooplo sre actualy considering a
proposition fur sarrvunding the coluny with « biidk wall, sy that the rabbits
may have Lo place of rfuge and muy more readily Lu destivyed.

At the next geseral eleclion in Ontariv a plebescite volo will probably
be taken on the subject of prulibiivn. If the vuico of the peuplo calls
for probibition, there is o duubt that the policy of the Guvernment will
be in accurdsuce with the demand, and if the probilitery mcasares are
rejecled, oven the moust ardent temperaccs wutkers will adwat that the
failure is to Lo attrbuted tu the diicct vote of the peupls, and that the pes-
tsible unfavorable tesualt bas Leen brought abual by perfoidy legitinate
means,

Thero has not boun a strike of late years which has arcucd as much
sympathy as has tho actiun of ihe gitls empluyed Ly the Aerated Dread Co.
of Lutdon, in refusing to cuntinge their wutk in the vvor-Leated bassmonts
ass goed them, and who receive wagos of from 8s. to 10s. per week. The
company, which is noted for its oxcellent and cheap bread, is a huge
monopuly, and a8 the lust declared dividonud was 42 per cont, theio 18 Lo
excuse to bo made fur the slarcluiders, who lave literaly wrung their
monoy from the helpless employecs.

Moruceo seems boyund duubt to Lave drifted inte TFrouch control, not-
withstanding that Sp.an claims the State by an wncwent right, aund that
Grest Britar 1s suppused tu hiave cuvsted it a8 an additin to Lot coluaial
potse.sivns. 1o buth Algoria aud Tunis Tionch rule has Leun popular, and
the now French railruad tu Lo lad thiough Murucwo is a tempung bait to
the Moots, who 1ealize that mudein lmproveinchis ar Lecessaty for the
testoration of their countiy tvis prsiine greatuess.  Luglerd is ot the
same time keoping an vyo vb Tangwts, and whlen Frince furnially takes
pussessivh of Moruccy, Greal Late.n will assvr. Ler puwer in that Irovince,
aud to greatly add to the svcuniiy of Lot naval puwor ia the Mediteirancan,

Thanks to tho attontiun which nuvolists, since ke Jdays of Claries
Dickens, have beon giving to the cundiaun of the ot ui groat cuiics, many
plilanthropic echiomes fur buttering thut lives Lave been considered,
Walter Besant in particular has advocated the csiublishment of froo libraties,

reading rooms and museums in tho poorer quartors of London, at the
exponso of tho Govornment. Tho character of tho Whitechapel district of
Tondon is too woll known to require description. It has been and is a hot-
bed for Lroeding criminals, but a broad movement is now being made for
reclaiming the erring ones by a series of popular entortainments, and by
the opening and dedication of tho Whitechapel Free Public Library,
Museum and Roading Room. State Socialism has become popular in Eng-
land sinco tho last goneration. .

Somo ao thetic soul has been starving in London for an out-of-door
“ co.or-feast.” Mo complains that in foggy woather the Strand is unbear-

7 | able because of its monotonous coloring, the omnibusses and post offico

buxcs being the only rolioving objects in the gloom. Ho urges that the dull
wosther impresses the brain insonsibly, and that every effort ehould be
mado 10 infuso a cheorful glow even to a downfall of rain, and ho calls for
the srt-loving public to rofuse to purchase ¢ mackintoshes of noutral
colots, and umbrellas of black alpacca.” Scarlet, orange, omorald greon
and Lrilliant purple are the colors in which we should face Nature in her
dull days, and eo perhaps shame her into a proper sense of hor conduct, and
wo doubt not that “ happiness and mirth” would provail even in a north-
caster among thoso who from snug window scats cou'd watch the variegated
precessions of rainbows.

In our issue of October 28th wo published a statement which apparently
was authoritive giwving the results of the use of black pepsin in butter-
making. Wo reforrod briefly in our editorial columns to the apparent
discovery, which promised to double the yield of butter and proveaboun to
dairymen and dairywomen throughout the Province. What wo said was
prefaced with an *if,” because wo bad no practicil knowledga of butter-
nishing, but we thuuglt that the experiment of using Liack pepsin was woll
worth the trial, ospecislly as the report of the oxperiments of the Dairy
Ass_ciativn of South Australia was so dofinite and declarative in its state-
ments. Several of our subscribers have since obtiined black pepsin and
have used it with varying results, but so far £o oxperiment in this Pro-
vince has proved a success. In another column wo publish a sslection
from the Scoftish American. This widely read journal, like Tue CriTig,
Liad provivusly publisked the repurt of the Dairymen's Associstion reforrod
to above.

A Tlussian editor is not the happy care freo quill-driver of this cuntinent,
harrassed only Ly overdue subscribers, threatened libel saits, and contro-
vorsivnally-minded correspondents, In Russia, in addition to theso lessor
ovils, tho press censor is to be found, and woe to tho luckless wight who
dares to ignore bis mandates. A long list of prohibited editorial subjoects is
pinned up in cach editorial sanctum. Thers must be no casusl reference to
the Jowich question, there must be no criticism of a high-handed action of
the law courts, and the editor who dared to refer to the church schools
would be trifing with his liberty certainly, and not improbably with his
nifo. It is tho press censor’s particular care that no paragraph concerning
the Cazar's intentions or movements shall reach the public, who, as a conse-
quenco, know less of their soversign than they do of tho Promier of Canada,
\hen three warnings and purishments have boen meted out {o any oftend-
ing cditer, Lis paper is cubfiscated. Naturally the jourzalistic profession
is nut a pupular ono —the risk of liberty ana property is too groat tu bLe
wiliingiy assumed, and at the present day there are actual'y only fuar daily
newspapors published in the Empire of the Cuzar.

Wlkile wo are continually cungratu’ating oursclues on the progress and
ontor prise of vur Canadian fe.dow-citizons, we might at the same time profitab-
cunsider thostid more “ go-ahead ' spirit which is charactesistic of vur Austra-
lian brothors. The oight hour movement, which has agitated the whole manu-
facturing woi.d, was lung ago fought out in Australia, the Australian system
of Lallot ca tipg has been lung estab.ished 1n Great Britain and is coming into
Vugau in aliust all parts of America ; the railways of the Is'and Cuitinent
Lave boen run, tot at the exponss of thoe people for the bonefit of stock-
hu.ders, but as the prupesty of the Guvernmect they have bLeon made to
sorve the in.erests of the public cheaply and well. Noutwitstanding the
tairt of convict bluod which is attached to many of the prominent po.ti-
ciats aud Guvernment officia’s, $ho strictest lionesty has prevailed in the
admiuis.tativa of pub ic affairs  Dishonecty and dowafall are synonomous
to:1us sud vygaivaionts fut vut expressions of *boodling’ and ** white-wash-
ing " ate notin use, Now Zoaland very gallantly and justly has conferred
fu-]l citizenskip wpun female citizons, greatly to the de.ight of the advocates of
fewnalo emsucipation. Thero is little deubt that within a gonoration or so
tho wholo of the Western and a groat purtivn of the Easteru Coutinent will
folluw Lho latest oxamplo set thom by the plucky lit.le colony.




