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EDITORIAL NOTxS.

The prevalence of the influenza, or la grippe, in England is creating
considerable alarm. The hospitals are full of patients suffering from it,
and it appears to be spreading fast. A serious feature of the epidemic is the
tendency to suicide which it creates in its victims,

Emperor William is not backward in coming forward. Last week he
said in a speech, that no onebut himself was master in Germany. This has
an aolique sound, and is rather 4 dangerous sentiment to express at this
stage in the world’s history. He may pethaps be taught to his sorrow by
some more advanced thinker that he is not the Xing of the castlo after all.
At any rate it would have been more diplomatic of the Emperor to conceal
his high opinion of himself.

When a consul of a friendly country commits an act of discourtesy to
the country to which he is accreditted, it is time for him to go home, We
think the United States ought to take back Consvl Jay Ewing, nephew of
Secretary Blaine, who at Vancouver, B.C,, refused to join in drinking to the
toast * Her Majesty the Queen,” giving as an explanation that as an official
representative of the United Stutes he acknowledged no right of the British
Sovereign to this courtesy. Naturally feeling is strong against such un-
geotlemanly conduct, for even if the consul had deep-rooted objections to
drinking the health of a sovereign, he might have remembered that Queen
Victoria is a lady and bave toasted her as such.

Carmen Silva, Queen of Roumania, has written a2 drama entitled ¢ Master
Manole,” which is said to be a strange, powerful highly interosting piece,
founded on sn old Roumanian legend, When we read that the most
powerfully realistic scene is in the third act—the bricking up of the beautiful
Giannetta, who from the depths of ber living tomb calls “ Manole, Manole,”
ina voice growing gradually faintertill it dics away, we aro rcminded of
one Constance de Beverley, and wonder if Carmen Silva had been reading
Sir Walter Scott before she produced her drama, Perhaps, however, Sir
Walter may have heard the old Roumanian legend and made use of it in
Marmion, Tho first performance of * Master Manole” was given in
Vicnna by the artists of the Hufburg theatre on May 4th, and was pro-
nounced a great success. Carmen Silva appears to be doing more literary
work than any other royal personage at the present time, or at any rate more
work of & marketable character,

The Gleaner, Kingston, Jamaica, ¢f April 15th, contains a letler from
A. B. Ventresse entitled ** Canadian Flour vs. the World,” which goes to
show that the Canadian article, to use an Amoricanism, licks creation. The
Gleaner editorially remarks: ¢ The Canadian Commissioner has finally
dissipated the old time fallacy ;that Canadiar flour will not keep in the
tropics. Ho purposely kept it sixty days and another lot ninoty days, when
both were perfectly sweet and vholesome, Bread of the finest quality from
them has been baked, and of it, over one hundred thousand picces have
been distributed at the Exhibition, This direct and somewhat novel appeal

1 | to the minds of many,by way of that ancient receptacle, the huwan stomach,

has finally settled the question. To-day, thanks to the push, speeches and
indefatigable efforts of Mr. Adam Brown, the Jamsica markoet is open to
Canada, not only for flour, but for 2 host of things. That gentleman has
done his part, it now remains for the Canadian millers to do theirs. The
future of this breadsiufl question lies in their hands, and s hint to them—
American competition will be all the keener after this Exhibition. Finally,
it is assorted that the British West Indies consume three million dollars
worth per annum.” The hopes expressed as to a future possible trade to
the mutual advantage of Canada and Jamaica may not turn out 1o be
fallacious afterall.  We have every reason to expect that our millers will do
their part, and triumphantly prove that our great Northwest produces the
“staffof life ”” in quality and quantity superior to any other.

Notwithstanding the facl that a large section of the United States’ press
cries out against the presentment of the Grand Jury in the New Orleans
lynching case, wo must say that, from our point of view and knowledge of
the matter, we fully approve of it. The Grand Jury, after six weeks inves-
tigation of the Honnessey case, came to the conclusion that thero was clear
evidence that talesmen bad been bribed. The report speaks of the great
difficulty of establishing a conspiracy by adequate proof on account of the
secrecy observed by the conspirators, but it says that suflicient cvidenco was
offered by the voluntary and reliable witnesses to justify the indictment of
six men as follows :—Thomas McCrystol and John Cooney, with K. C.
O'Malley, for attempting to bribe a talesman, and Bernard Gleadi, Caarles
Granger and Ferneard Armant, for attempt by cach to bribe thrze diffzrent
talesmen. The operations of the unscruputous detective agency of O’ Malley
and Adams was also severely commented upon. Tho ¢ mob * of course is
not in it, The comwunity rose to destroy the Mafia, and the Grand Jury
did not find it within its province to indict the people. The New York
Press says the Grand Jurors have only increased by so much the offence of
New Orleans against modern civilization ; butin view of the facts of the
case, we are more apt to think that New Orleans was almost without modern
civilization at the time, inaswuch as the law had proved uncqual to the task
of convicting men who werc beyond a doubt guilty. Thero was consequently
nothing left for the people to do but vindicate their right to rid the land of
such a plague as the Mafia. The Grand Jury did right in indicting the men
who brnibed the jurors. This was the fountainhead of the trouble.

The Marquis of Lorne, in the North American Review for May, writes
on “ Canada '’ at some length. In the course of his article hosays: * When
a country has great natural wealth to saleguard and exploit for her own
people, the protective tariff may often be necessary to plant factories.
Canada is small in population, but vast in land and latent resource, and
she gets the capital of the old world to develop her latent wealth, She can
well afford to draw most of her revenue fr .m import duties, for she becomes
stronger cvery year to bear any strain.  Let it not be imagined, then, that a
high tariff against her agricultural products enacted 1 the States mill tarn
more than a few frontier counties in favor of a plan that would deprive hor of
¢raling hor own roost.” Her border countries have developed faster than
those of the New England States contiguous to her. The pregress of
the Quebec population has been mentioned with the admiration it deserves.
Ontario has sent many of her sops to the ncrthwestern territories and
Manitoba, as well as to the United States, and is quite as well off as corres-
ponding districts south of the line. Yes, everywhere tbe conviction is
growing that along thosc grand parsllels of latitude can be built up a nation
worthy to find its place in the world, wortby to stand near its great neighbor
to the sonth, able to achieve what it desigos, and mako itself respected by
an independence which is t00 real to be aggressive, and too honest to be
subservient. Thus Canada tells the mother-land that she wishes to live on
in alliance with ber, and under her flag to make the treaties which shall be
correlative to her own extending commerce.  Thus she telis the States that
she desires to be fricndly with them, to live alongside of them and work
with them for the civilization of the continent, in all amity and good ncigh-
borhood.”
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