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ter; hut one thingis clear, that with the
appoaranao of the compulsory systemin the

nited Kingdom would appear also tho in
efficiency of our Army for all purposcsof
defeuce in the remoter boundsof tho em-

pire.

t Palr-Oared Rico on the Tyno For
Great Pa s

(From the London Standard, Dec, 23.)

The pair oared race for £200 aside bos
twooh Thoinas Winship and Robert Bagoall,
of Neweustls, on the ons part, and Robort
Watson Boyd, of Gateshead, and William
Lumsdeh; of-Blyth, on the other part, took
placé yestosdsy on the Tyne, over s courss
from the High Level Bridge to Séotawood
Suspension Bridge, a distance of about three
miles and & half, ‘This eventhas been look-
et forward to with much interest on Tyne-
side, and by many the challenging of old
hands like Winship and Bagaall by young
men like Boyd and Lumsden was looked
upou with some ‘surprise; The oareers of
‘homas "Winship and Bagnall ave well
knows. Few men have held such an honor-
ablesposition among Tyneside oarsmen as

Winship. Boyd and Lumsden have rowed
jn many roces, but were not generally
known- until they pluckily entered iuto
artioles to row & double sculling race on the
Thames, ‘on_-October 15, against ‘Thomas
Green'and Heiiry Uhiomas, of Hamimersmith,
for £200 a side, and which was won by the
northern paic'by foir lengths. Soon after
rolurning: 10 their homes Boyd and Luigs~
den ‘chillenged Winship and Bugnsll ‘to
row &'pait odfed or'a double ¥ealling matoh
on the'Tyne; Wod' although the seusoa for
the matohito'berdwed in was not most suit-
ablethe thelléngs was quiokly accepted.
Boyd-aad- Lutasden had worked together a
great denl i3 boats, and wore qualilied to
row &ither'kind 6f'match but Winship and
Bagnall ‘were not accustomed to row to-
getber. ¢ Since the articles were signod all
things Fava goxe dusatisfictorily.—'ne men
have moat -caréfully trained,mnd did sll in
their power t6 rendei themsalves fit for the
strggles  Mr.'Wwm. Oldham was appoiated
refesee, 'i ¢

Owipg'to the upper part of theriver being
obstrictéd with ice it was agreed that the
ruce ibould be rowed on the lower roathes
aof thetiver. The new course was from Rill
Point tg Hoiwdén Dock landing stage, which
is about’ three- files and thrae quurtérs in
length. The betting was at five 16 four on
Boyd dnd ‘Lumsden. Winship and Bagnall
got awny with a lead-of half a length,but by
the time fifty yards had been rowed, Boyd
and bis- companion ‘rowsd up and<took the
lead.! Boyd und Lumsden rowed with great
strenglli, while thelr opponents made up
in fine Yoming what they lacked in strongtb.
It was: evident, howover, that the great
strenglh of Boyd aud Lumsden 'were going
tostand- them in good need. A quarter of
a mil&from the start Boyd and Liumsden
were leading by nearly tio lengths, and by
the time Lalf a milo was got over Win-
ship and-Bagnall’ wero .receiving the back-
wash of).eir opponients. The race was now
virtually cver, rs the young pair were able
to respond in aflgudid‘stylo to any efforts
made by Bagnall and Winship. With ease
Boyd and LGumsden landéd themsolves win-
ners by abontsix lengths. In the lust quar:
ter of a:milé ‘Boyd and’ Lumsden rowed &8
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onies.
In its summary of the evenis of the yenr,
the London Daily Telegraph has the follow

ing in rogard to the colonies :—

She Colonies—thoso hexrlthy childron of
the Imperial Aother have been happy,
during 1874 in having little or no history;
but a dusky daughter has been ndided to
thair number by adoption, and Fiji hag be.
come sn integral portion of the British Em-
pitp. This wise annexation, somo credit for
\v,hfoh must always attach to Lord Cavnar-
von, was taken upou tha 16th October ; and
while it.adds to Her Mujesty's dominions a
group of 225 fertilo islunds,with an uncount
ed swarm of Papuan subjeots,it has replaced
anarchy by civilizition, rendered the sup
pression of the infamous ** black birding"
easlor, and givon the Pacific Ucean over to
Australian colonists, if they only knotv how
to grow great. To Lord Carnarvon must also
bo awarded much merit for the reconcilia
ti@ betwoeen Canade and British Colubia,
which has most happily orowned tho year.
That psatriotic and uanited Dominion—more
extensive than all Eucops, excluding Russia
. —las now no visible bairierto her growth as
an elder sister in iho grand fumily of Bri-~
tish Colonies. Tou tho spirit and the tact
shown in these two nolablo messures, the
Colonial Minister is understood to have
sdded a dedd of bigh justice, i the officiul
despateh which has resulted from tho mis-
sion of Bichop Colanso to these shores. Less
popular, porhaps, than the snnexation of
Biji or the settlement of the Cunaddian difi
culty, the release of tho Kaffie Chief Langa
hibalele will yet furnish, we think, the nobl
est characteristic of our Colon’al Govern-
ment during 1874, for it will prove at Natal
and throughout the world that the motto of
her Majesty's Empire is, * Be juat, and fear
not,’* From the great Austraitan dependen
cies and New Zealand almost all this year's
tidings have been good.

Science an Idol Braaker.

—

We picked up a child’s book the other
day, a simple little volume of fairy lore, by
that quainfest and sweatest of writors for
children, Hans Christian Ahdersen. The
dusk of a cloudy afternoon malted into twi-
light, and still we read on about the elves
and the dream children, until the pages

"grew dark and our eyes strained and weary,

As we laid the book asido and set musing,
looking into the fire, it scemed =s if tho fit -
ful shadows thrown by the flickering sea
conl blazo might be the queor crentures of
the story teller endowed with life; that
down from those Gery caverns betireen the
bars gnomes might peer out at us, and that
the fesble ray of moonlight wiuch straguled
into our window through a rift in the driv-

ing clouds perhaps after all might bear
some message to us from the sols inhabit-

ant of the distant orb. For the moment,we
lived in the supernatural world which the
romance had conjured up; our boy belief
in the fairies and cleves came back; nnd
then the fall of the coal in the grate dispell

ed our reverie, and as wo struck a light we
laughed to ourselves to think wbat the
Jearned scientists, the grave protessors, the
busy students, and the sternly practical
worlters who vead the Scienlific American
would think if they but knew what we—
shatterers.of filse idols, whose mission it is
to oxposo anything to the searching light of

well and'ds fist ai'they did'st th sléit,

‘hard, unfiiiching truth—should, even fora

T

_onco has founded its futilo theories.

.~ s e

moment, haverealized tho fonciful oreations
of a cunning storytellor,

.. And yet wo half regrotted that ourimpos.
siblo vugaries wore more fantasy ; and as we
tifought further, it seemed to us that that
regrot was thosame which impels ail man-
kipd to cling to sowo frail idea on wb}ttﬂ;)it

0-
foto tho world we bow to justice of Sciedce
in toppling over our favorite idols, do wa
nat often return furtively aud alone to
gatber up the fragments and weep over
them ? Somchos the question will obtrude
itdolf of whether we aro to sacrifice all our
chiprished conviotions because some bold
ddlver into tho secrots of Nature stamps
thlm with a fiat of denial Is truth,so.called,
wdrihy of such immolation ? Let tho past
answer for us first,

¢ It Is implous to believe that valleys ara
scoped in thoe fair face of the moon,’ said
ono old Italinn astrdnomer, * [here are
but seven planats, because. there are seven
méutals, seven days in tho week, and seven
holes in a man’s head.” cried u learned pro.
fegsor of Padus, * Formally heretioal and
anpthemn!” thundered the Vatican, judging
Galileo’s theories. But **e pur 2 muove’ (it
moves for ail that) muttered the sageas,
robed 1n ‘sackeloth, he arose from his knees
after -swearing never again to-teach the
earth'a motion around the sun,

$The projeot is vain and impossibls,' ex.
clainied the learned ecclesiastios of Spain to
Columbus,.as he unveiled his theories of the
rotundity of the globn and of undiscoverad
regions. And neithor they nor their gensra-~
tion would abandon their credence in the
flatness of our aphere. Ponce de Leon clung
10 s belief in the fountain of youth, until
doath overtook him in the flowery lund,
where ho had searched in vain. The toil of
lives aver the crucible failed to couvince
Paracelsus, or Bacon, or Lully, or scores of
othar alchemists, to the incidental products
of whose Inbors the world owes some of ils
grandest discoveries, that the baser metals
col‘\ld not be transmuted into gold, nor the
philosopher's etone found. But have not
ull:theso convictions disappeared belore the
light of truth? -

There are thousanda to«lay who pursue
a8 vain a fullney, in the perpetus] motion,
A ‘professor’ hinted at its possibility from
thé rostram in this metropohs but recently,
‘Ihere is o goodly tome on-our book shelves,
in vibiich, to the satisfaction of the writer,
the circle is squared and tiuclid driven to
confession, An “unkaow force'” is even
now exciting credulons interest and elicit -
ing even pecuniary aid from mistaken be
lievers. Science 18 shedding more and more
light into tho mental darkness of the pre.
gent, but few of her beams indicate thepath
of the future. Is that radianco to be so
bright as to wither the harmieas self decep.
tions of the emotions, as well as the hurtful
fallacies of the reasun ? Will those thoughts
which awaken the lova for the refined and
bueatliul be- dispelled, and is this the cost
we must pay for knowledge and truth? s
the lovelinessof the flower and spray only
to be associated with eclectio nbsorption of
colored ruys and chlorophyll? Alust we as
sociato the field blossom with parthenogen.
asis and bothrenchyma? Is musio to affect
only our understandings—not our heartg—
and are frigid criticisms on modulstion and
harmony always to replace the varying ema-
tions now excited by melody and rhythm ?
Modern geology ranks the Biblical account
of tho Creation, and. Adam and Eve, Eden,
the serpent, and the.apple as much with
allogorical tradition as the legend of Her'
cules thoe hydrs, and the golden fruit of the



