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BY WILLIAX PITTMAN LETT.

1 saw thoeere the hand of man
Coutracted mf- majostic slmn,
QOr dim'd the irls bow of light
Which arched thy current’s headlong flight,
1 know theo whon the pristino trees,
Waved round theo ih tho morning breoze,
And throw thotr ovoning shidows o'er
‘Chy surging breast from shoro to shore,
Whaea thy primeval vapour curl’d
Upward as from some nother world,
Liko incense from a mighty shirine,
Ascending to somno mower divine,
Ere sternimprdévement’siron power,
Had curbed thine averlasting showeoer,
And cirecumscribed thy pathless way,
Hiddan benesath thy cloudsof r aruy.
With childhood’s awo 1 guzed on thee,
<irand and vast typo of Liborty !
Rushlng'. rosistiess, wildand strong,
Whilo o'er theo roso tho ceaseless sung,
The free, resounging, gushing roar
‘That cchoed from the rock bhound shore.
A place where Indian warrlors cume
Inthe unknown mysterious ruanie
Of the Great Spirit power, nnd threw
‘Chelr ofterings to the danttoo,
With tho strong artless fajth profound
‘Which gsecs the happy hunting ground,
There oft with rod and line in hand,
1n life's fair morn 1 took 1y stiand
Upon thy unpaslluted strand-—
And there bencath thy thundering roar,
Un Oitawa’s wild and rocky shore,

= From out the eddy’s whirling tide,
The golden pickerel in his pride,
Black bass and maskinonge too,
‘Wwith Xout.bml pride to shore I drew.
Friend of my youth! the hand of chiange
Is on theo - ¥ hath made thee strange,
The anclient cedantrees which stood
As sentries by thy flashing flood,
Planted by nature’s hand sublime,
Back {n the carly dawn of time,
Like the fond hopes which ronnd them grew,
Have disappearcd from mortal view—~
Thorocks wheroon they stood aroe bare,
Without a traco to tell that thero
The d old monarchs {n their pride
Waved thelr proud crowas above thy tide.
The gloomy solitude which gave
Suchgrandeur tothysounding wave,
Hath given place 10 whirl aud clang
Ofgrim machinery, which rang
Years, years ago, the funemli knell
Of thy past glorics loved so well.

Ottawa, February 4th, 1871,
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The foundation of the territorial organ-
ization of the military forces of Prussia,
whichis one of the msain causes of her suc-
cess ; was laid by the father of Frederick the
Great. 1n 1733 he decreed the division of
tho territoriesinto cantons, to each of which
was allotted a regiment, to be maintsined
at its effective strength from tho canton=l
population ; on all of whon:, with the excep-
tion of the nobles, military service was made
compulsory. Trederick the Great extended
and improved this system, by allotting to
e.ch district the supply of arms and_stores
neceasary to enable its brigade or division to
tako the field fully equipped and ready to
urarch on the mere order to moblize.

In 1815 the Landwehr, was organized ter-
ritorially in brigades, each landwehr brig-
ade baing joined to a brigada of the line,
and together forming one division of the
army for service in the field.

For the Landwehr, or reserve forces,
body of instructed »ficers has been provided
by regulations so pregnant with wisdom af.
fording such.an axcellent example for our
imitation that they meritsomedetail. Con.

scription is universal, but all young men of gigantic field day, and those of the French |

theeducated classes, whoarsable te provide
the . means of their own ecquipment and

atdrills and parades, but except when on
military duty, his time is at his own dis-
posal. ‘Iho mulitary enthusiasm of 1813
has so tar survived that it has Jong been ro-
garded as part of the education of the son of
every manufacturer, proprietor profossional
man, even of every prosporous shop-keeper,
to spend one of the years between his saven-
teenth and twentieth birthdays in passing
through this voluntear course. Such of
these cadets as donot aspire above thqaver-
ago lovel roeturn to thoir homes with the
prospect of taking their places in tho ranks
of the conscription in their turn; but any
cadet who desires it may, by special aptitude
obtain a certificato of gualification, entitling
him to the first vacancy as sergeant, and in
Jdue course to a commissionin the Landwehr
battalion of his parlicular district.

‘The organization of the Yrussian or North
German army, as it now exists, is gonerally
as follows:—Thoe population numbers about
thirty mitlions. ‘Tho number of recruits an-
nually raised by conscription is 100.000; or
one to every 300 of the population. The
agoof conscription is 20. The period of
military servica1s twelve yoars, divided into
three portions of three four and five years
respectively ; three years being passed by
the recruit with the colors of a regular regi-
ment; the next four years in the regimen-
tal reserve; and the final period of five
years in the Landwehir or milttia of his dis.
trict, after which he is enrolled in the Land.
strum, or service for home defence in case
of invasion. All men who attain the age of
conscription in any ono year, and arve not
drawn for the army, aro exempt from mili.
tary service except in case of war. Theregi-
ments of tho regular army during peace,
are, on the breaking out of war, raised to
double tlheir number by recalling an equal
number of men from the reserve; and each

to the same battalion, buteven to the very
same company in which he had passed the
first three years of his military life.

All officers of the Prussian line have to
pass six montls in thoe ranks. For two-
thirdsof them this is a probation, at the end
of which they had to satisfy u standing com-
mittee of the corps to which they scelk ad
mission, notoul as to professional attain
ments, but also to parcatageand means. L'he
remaining third havereceived their appumt
ments direct from tho differcnt cader schinols
and may be considered, thercfore, to be
nominated by the King.

The North German armies are in the Ingh.
ost state of efliciency that can be reached,
by scientific preparation for war, by concen-
tration, by compact discipline and by foro-
thought. .

‘The instruction of officers and men is car-

districts, whero the troops assembled learn
as much of the business of war as it 1s pos-
sible to learn in peace. MajorGoodenough,
R A., who witnessed the manauvres of the
Rhine camp in 1S68, writes :—* The great

"their system of {ficld manceuvres lies in the
-character of reality which 1s given to tho
‘whole of the operations: in my opinion, our
mancavres are too much in the line of a

ifall in interest from the laborious detail of
their plan. o Prussiwns, on the other

reserye man £0 recalled returns not merely ,

ried out in camps formed in the different.

peculiarity which gives such a superiority to .

thoe perfection of its departments of supply.
was itlways ready for war; and the oflicers and
soldiors by the intelligent instruction impart.
ed by the yeaily field manwuvros, learnt as
much of the busiuess of war as it is possible
to learn 1n peace.

Turning now to the organization of the
army of France, tho Review says :

‘Tho organization which had been giveon to
the French awrmy by Louvois lasted with no
material changes until 1793. Previous to
that date enlistment was voluntary, com.
missinns were objects of sale and purchase,
and the arny was officered exclusively by
nobles. The revolution republicanized both
the nation and the army, morit was recog-
nized as the sole qualification for an officer’s
commission, und every conscript carried a
marshal’s baton in his knapsack. The en-
thusiasm thus created in the rank and file,
when directed by the genius of Napoleon,
carried the French eagles into nearly every
capital in Europe. But victory is the indis-
pensable condition of the success of such 2
constitution. Under reverses which try tho
confidence of the soldigr in lis superiors,
discipline under such a system must surely
break down. Since the restoration of Louis
XVIIL the French army has been officered
on o mixed system of promotion from the
ranks qind of direct appointments from the
military schiool, the former class constitut-
ing one-third of tho whole. Promotion 1s
determined by selection or nominally by
merit—a practice obviously open to danger
"ous abuses. Whetherit be a result of this
_systewn or not, the fact remains, on the testi-

mony of General Trochu, that whereas Eng-

lish soldiers, when allied with the French,
"showed all tho military marks of respect to
French ofticers, the latter found it extreme
Iy difficult to obtain any such murks from
the soldiers of their own army,

‘The conscription was not established in
 Franco Ly law until 1798; and the statute,
which placed the whole population at theé
disposal of the state, as each generation
completes its twentieth year, preceded the
supremacy of the man.who was to make so
tremendous auseofit. The proceeds of the
snual conscription, fixed ab 40,000 men in
1818, was raised t6 80,000 men under Louis
Phillip. Under the second Empire i% hus
never Leen less than 10,000 men, and dur-
ing tho Italian and Crimean wars it was 140,-
V. ‘The efficacy of the conscription was,
however, materially Jessened by the system
ot **exonerations’ which permitted drafied
1ien to commute their personal service forn
money payment ; 8o that in times of danger-
the men who were urgently needed ware re-
presented by the unsatistactory substitute
of a bank note in tho Treasury.

The result was that in the Crimean and
Italian wars, France could only place ana
‘maintain in the field one army, not much-
exceedingone-fourthof hereffectivestrength
on paper. Tho system of * exoneration™
was accordingly abandoned in 1868, since
which date dratted men must give cither
personat service or provide an ofliciens sub-
stitute.

The reorganization of the Frenci: army,
effected under Marshal Neil's adminisration
n 1868, is as foliows : : .
i The numbor of recruits ralsed annually
1 by conscription is 100,000, giving n propor-

- —

masintenanco and 0 produce certificates of hand, place two opposing forces in the ficld ' tion of about one in 370 of population. “The

conduct and attainments from schoo! or col

lege, are allowed to serve forone year in the
the different light infantry or rifle corps.
When the young cadet or einjalriger, as he
is called joins the corps to which he has cho-

give them a stragetical plan of operations,
-and then leave the two commanders to plan
"their own tactical movements, the troops
,work every day orer fresh unkaoicn ground,
and so the interest nover flags.,

-

.

period of military service is fixed at niue
years, of which fice years are passed with
the rogimental colors, and the remaining
“four years in a general reservoe, called the
“second reseree. There -is mo territorial con.
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