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“But you will allow me first to write to the Empress.”

**I kaow not 1f I ought: my 1nstructions were very
emphatic.”

“Listen! It 15 a last favor, a faver which is not
refused to the greatest culprit, 1 entreat it of you."

“ But it is my situation which 1 risk,"

“ And it is my life which 1s at stake.”

“\Well, write’; I permit 1it.  However, 1 inform you
that I do not leave you a single instant.”

*Thanks, thanks. Pray, request onc of your
officers to come, that he may convey my letter.”

The master of the police called a licutenant of the
Royal Guards, delivered to him the letter of poor
Sutherland, and ordered him to bring back the answer
to it immediately. Ten minutes afterwards, the lieut-
tenant returned with the order to bring the banker to
the Impenial Palace. 1t wasall that the sutlerer desired,

A carriage stood at the gate. Mr. Sutherland
entered it, and the lieutenant seated himeelf near him.
Five minutes afterwarns they were at the palace, where
Catherine waited. They introduced the condemned
man to her presence, and found Her Majesty in con-
vuisions of laughter,

It was for Sutherland now to believe her mad. He
threw himself at her feet, and seizing her hand 1o his,
exclaimed. * Mercy, madam! In the name of heaven
hav mercy on me, or at the least tell me for what
crime I have deserved a punishment so horrible."”

“But my dear Mr. Sutherland,” replied Catherine
with all the gravity she could command, * This matter
does not concern you at all.” .

* How, your Majesty, is it not a matter concerning
me? Then whom does it concern? '

“ Why the dog, of course, which you gave me, and
which died yesterday of indigestion. Then in my grief
at this loss and in my very natural desire to preserve at
least his skin, I ordered that fool Relu to come to me,
and said to him, ¢ Mr. Relu, I have to request that you
will have Sutherland immediately stufled.’ As he
hesitated, 1 thought that he was ashamed of such a
commission ; whereupon | became angry and dismissed
him on his errand.”

“Well, madam,” answered the banker, ¢ you can
boast that you have in the master of the police a faith-
ful sevant; but at another time, pray, I entreat of you,
to explain better to him the orders which he receives.”

The four-footed Sutherland was duly promoted to a
glass case vice the banker—relieved.

OUR YOUNG PEOPLE’'S SOCIETIES IN RELATION TO
THE CHURCH THEY SERVE.
DY REV. MARCUS SCOTT, Doty DETROIT,
(Conclusion.)

The Church is not a club existing for its own pleasure and
amusement, as 1t too often scems to be, but a working institution in
which each member works for Giod with all his ability, and 10 which
the united membership co operate in carrying out the good purpose
of God. Thatis no leas than the salvation of the world. Itisa
lost world. God deaigns its ealvation. This Ho has delegated to
Christians. LEvery Christian 1s an incarnation of Chriat brought
down to date. The testunony of Christ 18: ** As thou hast sent me
into the world, even 30 have I alan sent them 1nto the world,” And
of His own work e says: *‘ The Son of Man 1s como toscek and to
save that which was lost.' Again we ark has the Church ever
fully realized that the salvation of a lost world 1s hermisaston Y How
different her attitude to the masses all around her if sho only did.
And how different also her attitude to the evils which surround her,
and with which she t90 often makes s truce more shameful and

. disastrous than that of lerael with the (iibeonitea. Oa overy hand

she tolerates ovile which in God’s namo she ought to fight. \Weall
admit, for instance, that *‘the hquor trathic is the curse of our
country, the cnemny of our homes, the murderer of our loves and
hopes,” Aund yet there it 1s over agamst our churches, aye and n
spite of them, casting itashadow over our houses, tainting everything
that is beautiful and lovely in lifc as by the touch of death, and
bringing poverty, nusery aud crime 10 1ts train.  And whero is the
church to-day which ts waging reientless war againat the saloon,
with every knifo to the mlt? (2) By whom is this work tc be done?
We havo already said by the organized membership of the Clitistian
Church. And yet the membership of the Church to-day does not do
it.  How does the matter really stand? Very much like this. The
ministers cannot do it, the elders do not, and the members will not,
Is it not, therefore, to be done? Yes, we anawer. The young
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poople 1 our Young l'eople’s Societies, 1f properly supervised, can
and will.  They emphasize and embody i their secicties tho two
principles aleeady stated, namely, idividualized teaponsibility, aund
organisation,  The pledge tn tho Christian Eudeavor 8ocioty, if at
all ived up to, sccurcs tho one, and the constitution of the Socioty
ombodics  tho othor. Thou these societies of young people are
within our churchies. They are our own chtirch members, and very
often our most intelligent and activo mombers at that. Burely this
great movemont among our young people has been divinely raised
aup just for helping the church 1n this vast work of saving tho world.
That our young poople do 1t will depend largely on our pastors and
sessions. For somo years past thoy have been detllod in their meet.
ings just for thie work. That 1s all very good, but it 1s only
r.eparatory. Tno camp exists not for itavlf but for the tlald of
battle. This 18 the forward movement which our Young People’s
Bocietics, led on by their pasturs and scssions, need to make, Has
not thie magniticent army of young people been orgamzed and drilled,
and 18 1t not in tho fleld to.day for :his very purposo ? Here is the
proper channel 10to which to turn their youthful enthusinam, Suffer
1t not to run wild for w single duy longer. Mimsters aud elders, let
us lay oursslves alongside of our young people, and let us load thew
on 1 this grand and much necded work. Iustead of proscribing
their enthusiasm, lot us wisely use it for the Muaster. The best of
us will accomplish surprisingly httle without cothusiasm, and the
weakest of us may do much for Christ and humamty by assuming
the direction of a much needed enthusiasm, Let ue by all means
train our young people to bo more itensivo than extenave, to be,
moro than to do.  But all the same let us never be afraid of enthus-
wastn 1o our Church work. It has often 1n the past been very coun.
spicuous by i1ts eutirc absence. Now, when God las sent it to us,
let us give it the proper direction, and let us use 1t for His glory.

The presont is tho time for this great work to bn undertaken,
Neover were so many doors of opportunity open to the Chriatian
worker as to day. Oh, for tho wisdom and courage to enter in and
take possession in the name of our rizen Lord. Now is the time
for prayerful, organized, supervised, localized, aggressive Christian
work, Uuar Young People’s Socteties will furnish us with the
workers. The Church has preserved the waiting attitude long
enough, let us begin and work now.

This work 18 needed for the world. Look at ita need. Hear its
yearning, unsatisfled cry. It is needed for the millions of perishnng
heathen ubroad, and needed as surely for the non-church going
masses at home.  G.J, io providence and opportunity, is calling us
to the work. It is not reformation, or science, or literature, or
philosophy, or sociology that the world neceds. It is tho (ospel
belioved and lived. It is Christ.

This work is necded for the Church. It will inspire her, if she
undertakes it, with a new courage. It will muke her the champion
of much needed reforms, and it will place hor in the van of progresa.
It will give her a larger conception of her mission in the world ; and
it will also give her, what she to-day so much nceds, a clearer and
faller consciousucss of (God's presence with hor.

We understand somewhat the magaoitude and the number of the
many problems awaiting solution. I’erils to which wo are not blind
throaten us on overy hand. The night may even grow darker
before tho day dawns, and things may grow worse before they are
made better. But yet, such is our coufidence in the saving power
of the Giospel when complotely applied, that in our very soul we
believo a very short tino would suflice for winning the world for
Christ, and for putting all right that is now wrong, if only the

Christian Church would eater unitedly and heartily into the move-
ment. O Church of the living God arise and shine for thy light has
come, and the glory of God has risen upon thee. ** 0, Zion, that
bringeat good tidings, get thee up i tho high mountams: O,
Jerusalem, that bringeth good tidings, hft up thy voice with
atrength ; Itft it up, be not afraid : aay unto the cities of Judah -
Behold your God.” ** Awake, awake put on thy strength, ©
Zaon ; put on thy beautiful garments, O Jerusalem the holy aity,
tor henceforth there shall no more conie tnto thee the uncircumcined
and the unclean.” ** Butl strungers shall stand and feed your flocks,
and the sons of the alien shall be your plowmen and your
vinedressers.”

At the Battle of Marengo Napolean appealed to tho ole  uards for
a hundred men to lead a torlorn hope. 11t did not mean annitul.
ation, 1t meant at lcast decinunatida. How mauy men were
willing to die for the emperor® ** Oao hundred men, forward.”
Not one hundeed, but the whole battalion aprang forward as one
man and rang their nifies at Napoleon's feet.  Snall the Emperor of
the Fronch command what Canist, and church, and country, and
humauity cannot ?  Is there no canse worthy of supreme ascritice
to-day? Yes, and but onc. And that one s the glorious cause of
Christ. To-day He suinmons His Church to no forlorn hope, but to
a suro and certamn tiumph. O Church of God call out all your vast
resources, close up your broken ranks. and with a courage worthy
of the cause go forward to a victory already an good as won. OQur
tlag at tho best has been flying only half mast high, For (hiist and
the Church let us run 1t up to the topmont peak of the highest maat,
flying it free to the winds of hesven, and for tho nobleat of all
Mcater's, and in the holieat of all causes, keop it waving there.




