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The great Clainese viceroy lias corne and gone
again, carrying witih lim no doulit many impressions
which, hovever has1taly fornmed, are hikely to, influence
bis future policy to iorcign zotuntries and foreign
ideas an no small degrec. %Vhat the cffect walI be on
China if any wvo shail boon know ; for hie as an aid man
now wath but a few ycars ta live. XVhatever hie would
do must be dne spcedily. With the political outcomie af
bis rcmarkable joalrney around the world wve do not
hcre concp.rn ,tirselves. But we are deeply interested
in the attitude lie may hereaiter adapt towards Christian
missions in China. As yet there as littie by which wve
can be guided in forming an opinion. During his pro-
gress hie peppered everybody hie met witli questions
but said lttle as to bis own vitws. XVhile ini New
York, however, hie cansented ta receive a deputation
(rom the American Missionary Societies. Dr. Ellin
Woaod of the Presbytcrian B3oard acted as spokesman
for organizations reprcSenting 723 missionaries in
China. His reply as reported in the daily press wvas
somewhat non-committal as might be expected, but it
wvas not antaganistiC. "lIn a philosophical point of
view " said hie, "as far as I have been enabled ta
appreciate, Christianity does not differ much fram
Canfuciaaxism, as the 'golden rule is expressed in a
positive form in one wbuile it is expressed lin the
negativc forri in the ather. Logically speaking
whether thesetwvo formns ai ecpressing the same truth
caver exactly the saine ground or nat, 1 leave it ta the
investigations of those who have mare philasophical
tastes. It is at present enough tu coraclude that there
exists nat much difference between the wise sayings af
the twa greatest teachers an the faundatians of wvhich
the whole structure ai the twa systems of morality is
built."

Naov, of course, apart&from .any convictions hie may
have, this is shretdly put so as ta please the Christians
befare him without offending bis fellow cauntrymen at
home. But it affords the hope that hie ivili extend at
least bis protection, if not his encouragcment, ta, the
advocates of a system wvhich bie confesses to lie as
gc'od as bis own. Probably bis own personal feeling,
if lie were free ta express it, is more favorable sîlill.
The story af bis conversion ta western niedical science,
ibrougli the cure of bis iie when apparently at the
point of deaili by the skîll af the r.xssionaries, is wveil
known. The reality af his gratitude wvas; proved by bis
equipment af a large hospital rit Tien-tsin. He can
hardly have any but a kiradly feeling towards the
representatives af a faith which did bami such a kind-
ness. Contucian morality is ail very well as far as it
goes but it bas leit China stagnant for many centuries.
Let us hope that his tour thraugh Christendam bas
canvinced hlm of the vast superiority of Christianity as
a motive power ta secure the practical aîtainmient ai
moral character and the development af a higli
ci alization. If it lias not produced that conviction the
fault must bave been largely aur own.

Study of the Bible.
"iUf DU 1 oEB 1 b Li rILE OUT OF I?"

The question thai heads this article bas frc.qucntly been
put ta h Ui rater. I here are very anany who listcn waîh
v onder ta aliers as they give out tie results ai ihear study
if tRie Bible, and then are decply pierplexed ai the tact that
their own sîudy yaelds no such fruit. Much Bible reading
and Bible study lias late prulaî iii i, and nat a lattle is
absolutcly profatiess. 1 lacre are %vuoius reasans for tbis.

l'ho farstias, tRac use ut a p'aur nîcîhod oi Bible study.
l'he readang and stud> ut uaaay is watliaut aaiy nithod or
systeni wiaaacvcr, quale ai raaîdum. Lvery ane should
adopt sorte niettaod, ad bc sure that, i as a good ane. It
wouid not.ae wiase an 1iais article tu attrailit ta even autline
a singlcenieîhod utIibie stuuy, aaad nu une metbod mil
suffice. %Ne need tu luîîaoi sc,ýerai nictlà.ds5 if we are ta
get the full mecabure uf prufit front our study. M'e Nvauld
:.uggest that the reader go Lu suait Une %% buse own sxudy
has proved tsci1 uit-hi) truttfut, arnd abk bami ta bhaw how lie
studies the Bable. But a few cbaracitistics of the vaciaus
inctbod can bc poînted out.

Aîay nictbod that spends more time lin studying about

the Bible than in di&ging ia the actu-al contents of the
book, is a thoroughly 4iWous metbod ai Bible stndy.
Questions regarding the authorst'ip of the varlous Portions
af Scrapture, the date and manner ai thi *T composition,
etc., are doubtless af great importance, but they are not as
important ab the divine truili contairaed in the books thoem-
selves. Yet ane frcquenîty nieets with those who are
thoroughly up in the latest discussions regarding the sources
ot the I>entateucb or Hexatcuch, and the authorship and
date af Isaiali and the Psalnas, who betray tbe densesi
ignorance regardîng tie pracetess truili contained ini these
variaus partions of the Word ai God. A briglit college
student, an commenîang on the fruiîlessness af bis class work
in the Bable, recenîly said, - Wae have spent a wholc year
trying ta find who wrote the Pentateucb."

A metfaod of study of the contents o! the books thaï:
occupies iseti more witb the ancre detaits af history, chran-
alogy and geography tbari it does with the great truths
taught and atlustrated, as a vaciaus mnethod ofistudy. I once
examined an elaborate system ai Bible stîady, covering anc
ai the richest portions ai the B3ook, au.d yet the anatysis
anid questions anad suggestions for siudy were almost entire-
ly taken up with niatters of bistorical and geographical
settîng, and very little with the essential and eternal truth
thus set. a

Any method ai study that does *not demand close
thought and bard work is a bopelessly vicious anetbod.
People are seekang for sanie easy nie.hod ai Bible study.
There as no easy method that is ai any value. God neyer
puts gold wbere it can be got wathout bard %vork. Any
good method ai study watt dexnand time, close application
anid hard work. It need hardly lie said that the reward of
a %vise expendîîurc ai time and labor in this direction will
lie exceeding great.

Thiere as also mucli study af the Bible which bears little
fruit because ai a faiture ta concentrate tbe thataglt upan
that whictî is being studied. The mind is constantly watt-
dering to.pther niatters. Whole chapters are read througli,
and scarce a thouglit an theni las penetrated the mind,
muchl ess fixed iseti ibere. But no other book dernands
such concentration of thought for its understanding and
appreciation. Wae must then seek out a nicthod ai study
that compels concentration ai thouglit.

1l hc faîlure ta meditate upon what is read is responsible
for much fruitless Bible study. There is a deep wisdomn in
the words ai the Psalmist when lie pronounces that mnn
happy wtao nieditatirs an the law ai thc Lord day and niglit
<Ps. 1. r, 2). Meditation is the niethod of iiat.ellectual and
spiritual digestion and assimilataon. It is wond.-rful how
verses asnd chapters and books ai the Bable open up as anc
meditates upon thean. The fiast balf of the seventeenth
verse of the caghth chapter ai Romans, IlAnd if children,
îhe'a heirs ; heirs ai God, and joint beirs with Christ," had
been fanîlliar ta the writer for many>.ýars. Therchad long
been a strange cliarm about thc words. But ane day hie
sat down ta mcditate upon tbem. Tbcy wcre tt'rned over
and over an the mind, thc exact meaning and force ai the
famahiar ivords are weaghed, and the mind altawed ta fcillow
out thear leadings anad suggesions. That day will neyer lie
forgotten. Other days have been simalarty glarificd by
meditation upon ather passages.

Thc f2ilure ta make a personal, application ai the traith
discovcred an Bible study, lies ai the root ai its fruitîr s-
ness an niany instances. In the study ai the Bable ..le
question belore aur minds sbould always be, Wabat is there
here for me? What duîy is pointed outheire forme ta, do?
What line ai action as suggested here for me ta follow?
What pravitege as here revealed for me ta dlaim? What
promise is here proclaîmed for me toi nake my own ? In
thîs way aur lufe will lic steadily enlarging inta the measure
of that perfect lie which as set forth in the Bible. Happy
as the man who stands befare bis Bible wi th the determan-
atian that cvery commiand ani i he watt obey, every promise
an i lie wilt appropriate, and cvery privilege declared in it
he %vill dlaim for hiniseli, and wvho is constantly an the laok-
aut for ntv comrnands ta follow, new promises ta, lay hold
of, and new pravateges ta make bis own. But how many
there are who study tbear Bables and secnaingly get quite a
clear undersîanding af tbear meanang, but upon whose minds
i neyer serris ta dawn that tiiese inexorable commands,
these stupendous promises, theso immreasurable privileges
are for nie i If you belong ta bis class, learnita read your
Bible in a new way, as the voice ai "Ilch living Gad"
speaking directly ta you.
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