
OUR NEW ERA.

sustained and enforced by bis infinite purity aud power, wisdota and love.
Who ivould Dot return, te such a father ? Who would net 1,e reconeihed te
sueh a parent? Who would not trust and love and serve and honî,ur the
absolutely perfect Hlead of the whole fainily in lheaven and eurth ?

Tais is TuE ERA 0F CIVIL- UNION. Nova, Scotia, New Býrutiswiek,)
Eastern Canada and Western arc nowv confederate, with one cemimon ci-
lature and ene common erecutive, and with the one coninon naine of Canada.
Froin the seaboard to Lake Superier, we nrc ail now einbarlzed iii thc sanic
political vesse]. Four millions arc now confederate as bretbren, for ilutual
syrnpathy and cordial coUperation.

But there is a unity that infinitely transcends this. We rnay bc joined to
Christ; we, may be ene with God. Ail that believe in Christ .1esus, ail iii'

saved and sanctified, are one. IlThat they ail may be oee; ns thon, Father.
art in me, and I iu thee, tliat they aise may be one in ns." T1his oneness
with God is possible because his dominion over nien is resfrartice. Tbis is
its great aspect and characteristie. God's governmeut is primiarily conserva-
tive and uitimately retributive, but is intermediately, in the %world, redenip-
tive and recuperative. "9The Son of Man is corne te beek and te save that
which was lest." H1e is the repairer ef the breacli, the restorer o'f paths te,
dwell in. H1e is the good Physician, whose hands arply tbe ieailîig bahni,
and by whose beniguant and infallible skill the deadliest dise-1se Ni healed1,
and the most enfcebled are inspîred with gigantie and inuzuortal strerigth.

From union ivith God arises Christian union vvith each ether, anud the dtoîy
of cherishing and developing it. llappily, %ve bave amiple facilities for this
iu the constitution and course of the Bible Society, the Young iMeli's Ci)ri.-
tian Ascociation, and the Evan!relical Alliancp. Vie last is specifieally the
soeiety for developing the oneness of believers. It has spruwg froin the
hrotherhood of British Christians and fias stood the test of mnany a strain. a,
well as consoled and gladdeued miany Christian bearts. Let us not bc politi-
cally eue and religiously disjoined ; let us net disparage or conceal cOrl
Christian unity, but zuake manifest the faith and hope azîd love that vitillv
unite us.

Onae family, we dwell in Iiim,
One church above, beaeath;

Though now divided by the streamn,
The narrow stream of deathi."

Tins IS TUE ERA OF POLITICAL E XTENSION. The field, tbe national or
political field, of our sympathies and projeets, our expatiation and action. zs
ne longer confined te IJpper and Lower Canada, but extends castward te the
Atlantic ocean, and bids fair, cie long, te extend wcstward te the Pacifie,
over the Red River Settlement and British Celurnib is, and northward toward,
the Foie. If the theuglits of mca are widened by the circuit of the sunS,
surely oui tboughts and aitns, oui affections and efforts, înust be widencd bY
se great an expansion of our political sphere.


