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SIRIOAW, THIOMIPSO.

In the Ganadian G'azette, published in London, Eng., is
a leading article written by Sir Charles Tuppcr, tin ihich
ho givcs some reminiscences of Sir John Thompson, Prem-
ier or Canada, who was then iying dcad in London. Fol-
lowing is the article -

1 knew the statesman whose sudden and untimely dcath
wce all decply deplore, from the time wvhcn ho wasjust oni-
tering upon manhood. He was thcn a clcrk in a lawyer's
office in Halifax and a reporter of the dcbates in the Legýis-
lativo Asscmbly of Nova Scotia-ofwhi:hi 1 was a niember

-and amost accurate and admirable reporter l.e v:as. taso
knetv bis fathcr well; ho wvas a much rcspcctctt citizen, and
became Quen's printer and superintcndent of tho nioney
ordcr system. From the clerk's desk aînd reporter's gallery
this young man went to the B3ai, andi we wvatclcýi with
sympathetic interest his rapid pr&Lvress. [le slîowcd the
greatest acumen, ncvcr missing a point, and soo. rose L'y
sheer ability, both as au advocate and a consul tir g lawy2r,
to the vcry first rank in his profession at Halifaxc. Hle vas.
twcenty-onoe ycars of age when lie was calicti ta the llar,and
by the time lio was thirty-five lie was a Queens Counsel
and Attorney-Gener.il, andi afterw,",..s Premier oi bis nia-
tive P>rovince. In theso capacities -le scrvcd Nova Scotia
withi distinction, andi, i 188z, %vas .'npointed ta the bcnch
as judge of the Supremo Court off N(,. a Scotia bv tho Do-
miinion Government of which Z ivas . -i a member.

In Scptcmbcr, x.,my son, Sir Charles Ilibbert Tup-
per, who %vas thon as now ]Member for Pictou in the
Dominion Hiouso of Cornons, suggested ta Sis John Mac-
donald thiat coulti the Nova Scotian judge bo induced ta
join tho Ministry he would bc found ta bo a jurist of a higli
order, an admirable speaker, andi a great strength ta the
Ministry. 1 conirmcd that suggestion. But the îvay %vas
not at onco clear. Sir John Thompson (Judge Thompson
he wvas then calleti) Iistcned ta ail that could be saiti of thc
service lio might rentier Canada as a '%tmber of the Min-
istry, but hoe would not leave the bench except with the
concurrence of bis closest retcnd and confidant, Bishop
Cameron of Antigonish. Sir John Macdonald pointed out
ta nme that thcr- -vas no one who had more influence with
Bishap Carneron than myself : would 1 go down ta Antig-
onish and sec the bishop ? 1 went, anti after pointing out
ta Bishop Cameron what a wide spherc of influence the
step would open up for bis fienti, ho concurred, andi Jutge
Thampson became M.P. foir Antigonish, andi Minister of
justice andi Attorncy-Generatl of Canada.

WVhen Sir John 'Macdonald wvas explaining thc Cabinet
changes of 1885 ta the Dominion House of Commons hie
simply saiti he -%ould flot praîse the new Minister af
justice, the House would soon sec for itself the wis;dom of
the choice. And the House diti. The Iirst speech af tht

Miister of justice %vas a reply ta M r. Blake upon the Riel
qucstic'n,and no -,ooner biad ho resumeti bis seat than evcry
mani on bath sidcs of the Housz rccognizcd that as a lawv-
yer andi a dcbatcr ho bat na superior wvithin thasow~alls.

1 have seen it said somewlicrc that there wcrc sanie
murmunings anion.- the political supporters of his own
party at the appoiniment. 1 knew ai n anc. His sciection

asMinister of justice %vas haicd îvith hearty approval by
cvcry one of the political, frientis of the Ministry, andi that
approval only incrcmscd as tino served ta bring into prom-
inecc bis highi integrity andi marked ability. 1 wa zny-
soif hi-, colicague in the Dominion Cabinet in 1887-88, and
1 wel' recall w~hat wvight ivas attached ta his jutigment.
WVhiIe always extrcmely genial, hoe %vas difflicent rathor
than othcrwisc, but whcn the timc camc ta give bis opin-
ioni hoe gave il in no hesitating %.pirit. andi with a wvea1th of
atrgumment anti good scnse which gained for it the grcatcst
possible consiticration from Sir John Mactionalti andi cvcry
niemiber of the Cabinet. His oppponents, taa, trcated him
withl a respect îvhich wvas most mnanked. Prominent among
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