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The Jiland.in-Hand Vire & Lâue Insurance Society
boasis cf being- the oidest corporation engaged in the
fart insurance-business Its Dred cf Seulement is
dated 121h day of \oernmbtr, j696. the tille being:

Czri~utrsfer the rnsurance-of Ioues, Cliarbers or
_'àèxc,wîdki tht cilies of Landom and IVermnitr, and
MkLerk Lran;d plazes ikerloh adjoiiiîng. Titis

-«35 cbanged in 177,2 te " Iandn-H-and office for
însuring leuses, tc-, froi: 1L.S-s by Fire," the new
naine Iing dexited froua lte oid Office Mark, being
tu-o bands claspcd. The Society startcdl ini Towns
Coffre llfouse, near Charing Cros%, ]London, wberc, -as
a-as the custon of thetîlimsý, politicians, merchants,
iawiyer.s, artists, authors, country squires and other
~-str.met te earýand spreadl the uta-s of the day, to

cruîicize DrnydWns uta- Potin, or- the Duke cf Mari-
bocougWas a!kged treason, as a-tii as te hatcit, and
lromoe mil nianuer of scbcut:s, and te discuss the

atbrs cf the nation,:as-far as thty could do se wiîhouî
a tnîp 10 the -scaffold. WNtben the liand-in-liand a-as
heing ofgauized, commercial coinhination -as ncw.
Tht Blank of-England -was only rcrcntly founded, and
thet and -Bank bad jusi died-in infincv. Afier toucb:'
ing, to oet tg f mercanifle depression and dis-
order, Englaud -as2just turing towardsbrighter days.
l'bcgrasie question an- -*ttled. The. mints of
Sir isaac Nea-teui aert tuning out " honesl muoey"
a-ilh iunpreccdenicd îpidity. Those a-be bad
cxpccted to Pay debis of a shilling a-ith coin worth

inçpenc imim -dispppointed. Tht situation in
England a-as paraide te the present oe iu the States.
The Coffrec leuses a-crsal exatd ov*cr the daa-n cfa
nuta îradevra.and with the runwor of terrible conspira-
ciesaegamst the Croa-n. wbikh P.roups discussed cicr
ticr Clay ptpesad -winc-1ix tht carly Conit Iouses
.c.r int -bat. their name imuris. Weé cati fancy a

-ko of ýsàol>keeperà talking, xander the stimulus
of iîaproi-ed trade, oec their losses bt- lire,
xejoocig too ow'rjust bcîng-fretd frot thesare of the
plagiat. aaud-frm tht depecied -kilttr nuisance, until
xwuc olie halrty suggvsts izasurance for muluai pro-I «txmt Tht idea cfinsturane tt -ouid be-fanailiar

-wtif by no otber xmuas, k-~ -allusious te il in playsç
i-. ould ýwe at Loodon theatrcs. These autn

mluiidcd betterîtban thty but-. frtbeir modcst secbe
-ofUmutual insurance againt io"m by lire, launcbed
witiu -auy g"et anelma lirel :and tbriveu

1ý0K ll île iciasimtudes of ta-o centuries. iL- is
Iq'<gu-ficat that lbt founders cf tbis Society cailesi

thcms.qclçt%. ** Atuacale Couatibutoms" rcaliiring doubhiIe lcs tteqr ef unity of porposîe and of inutual

Ibuss of lite xmancc. At the dincer gi%-cn on
iz1th 'No- miter, te ceichrate the lwo-huudredîh

I auuimr:mty of -the llad-in-liaud. ai. tht Ilotel
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