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were $3.5335.137 and labilities for insured preminms,
paid Josses, and all other cbligations $2.230,c31, lcav
jog 3 et surplns of $1 557,102 for the benefit of its
Awmcnican pohcvhoiders, though.as the action of the
Comspany ir ke cascof the Chicago fire showed, its
ealite yesouraes are available in case of need for the

oK Jayoen? of josses which arisein auy part of the
wordd where 3t operaics

Thongh just cchdeating the 30th anpiversary of its
Tmtted tvtices besiness, the North Britnh & Mercantile

datcs fromm November., 150g. since whichk date it has
poid $55.976.37 o7 Sive dosses.

BAKK OF MORTREAL.

The Ravk of Moctral, which 2s the cidest and largost
Fm Camnda, was acgam=zed ia Junc, 1517, with x capital
off 3. 330000 35d crenmencad busiacss in the foliowing:
Awgest.  Up o 1302 i was practially a private bank,
xsit Ead po Chaser mmil caziy in that year, since which
Aste R ks oo o 3y 20 385 business, its Tesources
2wl prestige. THE R 35 Dow rocognized as one of the
fout Iztpest Inmkci 31 the workd. It hasa Subscribed
Capitsd of Tascooe all of which is pad up; with a
Rewsee Foaud =3r220 033 The following is the Iast
sacament of the Rank of Moetreal ina condensed form :
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Pioasle aapll Bbcwses s B . rern amare aeme DSTEIR
Tomme . - - e -me v FRANFE
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Sasgiess o Aowts wvxs LA 30 1he PN ... ST8isin$
gweyeite of L el o and Dvpedts om dowand. 130 e
1m Cexada = bxs 3 Ieanches m Troviacee of Oucbee.
>3 ow Oefaton, 3 5% Noxr Joeavwack, 2 su Novx Scotia,
som Resk Colemadon. 3 33 Mamwoda. and = in the
Nerthrned Tersfarnes. eide the Domimon it has
smolire 52 Landon Faclmd w3 Johns, Newivand-
el i New Yesk. a2d = Chacapa. with cosmmections
etz caxs = the Sintes  The jar raloc of cch
showee of the Rk of Nomraal 3% S, the present
and ez weene Yeazs bore bors Yo peroest- Wik an ocea:
oemsl Beeees. T Preodomk 1 Set Domald A Nt
CONEG . and i Goaxtal Mazaper. Mr. E, S
Chaustos.
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Moase cxrs are 10 bomade n thas aty. When
mrpednced Iore 2+ 0oRk ke seope regtiatiows egReung
Doras w2 be rogmed v tlie AT Tog of tanks of patro
Somm Sheeeek I sRreckts Wil e dampotons enics
Jrege poccaesacer. are Taken.
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TWC-HUNDREDTH ANNIVEREARY OF THE
HANDIN-HAND.

“The Hand.in Hand Fire & Life Insurance Society
hoasts of being the oldest corporation engaged in the
fire Insurance business. Its Deed of Settlement is
dated 12th day of November, 1696, the title being:
* C.nutributors for the ansurance of Jlouses, Chambers or
Roames, soitkinn the cities of London and Westmin:ter, and
the Libertics thercof-and places therete adjoining”  ‘This
‘was changed in 1772 to “Hand-in-Hand office for
insuring Houses, elc., from Loss by Fire,” the new
namne being derived from the old Office Mark, being
two hands clasped. The Society started in Tom's
Coffeec House, near Charing Cross, London, where, as
was the custom of the times, politicians, merchants,
lawvers, artists, authors, country squires and other
visitors, met 10 hearand spread the news of the day, to
criticize Drvden’s new poem, or the Duke of Marl-
borough’s alleged treason, as well as to hatch, and
promote all manner of schemes, and to discuss the
-affairs of the nation, as-far as they could do so without
a trip to the scaffold. \When the Hand-in-Hand was
being organirzed, comumercial combination was new.
The Rank of Englaud was only recently founded, and
the Land Bank had just died-in infancy. After touch®
ing the Joaest stage of mercantile depression and dis-
order, England was just turning towards brighter days.
The great silver question was settled.  The mints of
‘Sir Isaac Newton were turning out “ honest mouey ™’
with unprecedented  vapidity. Those who had
expected 1o pay debts of a shilling with coin worth
nincpence were disapppointed. The situation in
England was panalkd to the present one in the States.
The Coffec Houses were all excited over the dawn ofa
new tradecra, and with the rumors of terrible conspira-
cics against the Crown. which groups discussed over
thair clay pipes and wine—for- the carly Coffee Houses
were notwhat their name implies. We can fancy a
koot of shop-keepers talking, under the stimulus
of improved 1rade, over their losses by fire,
Tcjorcing 100 over just being freed from the scare of the
plaguc, and from the depreciated silver nuisance, until
some 0l-the party suggests insurance for mutual pro-
tection.  The 3dea of insurance they would be familiar
with, if by no other means, Uy allusions to it in plays
they would sce at Londom theatress These men
bailded better than they knew, for their modest-scheme
-of mutual insurance against losscs by fire, launched
withoul any great names, has lived and thriven
through all the vicissitudes of two cemturies. It is
signifhicant that the founders of this Socicly called
thamsclves, ** Amicable Contributors,” realizing doubt-
Jess the strengrh of unity of parpose and of mutual
good-witl. In 1536, this Socicly cntered upon the
basiness of life assurance. At the dinrer given on
o cockbrate the two-hundredth
anuitversary of the Hand-inHand. at the Hotel
Mctropole, London, therewere representatives present
of al]l the leading fire and life offices of the Uhitel
Kingdom, whose congratulations-and good wishes we
“cordially echo.



