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* HON. EDWARD BLAKE.

His First Speech in the Imperial
Parliament.

A Biilliant and Effectlve Effort.

t———

The following report "of Mr. BJ
speech s taken from The Tln‘:::':
AMr. Blake, referring to the specch made
in this debate by the leader of the oppo-
sition, sald that the right hon. gentloman
argucd that there was a good case against
the pollcy of home rule becauss lreland
had for some : ne been traoqull and
uncoerced  Bui what was the true reason
of Ireland's comparatlve tranqulllity? It
was the prospec! held out to her peoplo
that there would soon be an end of the
system of government under which they
had groaned for many years (Cheers)
A happy consummation. thanky to the
unabated zenl and unfaltering fervor of
the right hon. gentleman at the nead of
the government, in the Irish cause. was
now. he belleved, in sight. If, howaver,
the expeciations of the Icish people should
be balked: 1f all the difficul*tes which
the present measure was Intended ©
solve were to ramain unsolved thelp—
he did not say it as a threat—hope, turn-
ed to despair. might produce rosulta gb-
solutely fearful to contemplate. (Cheosrs.)
g: Was a siuRular thing that whatever

heme of home rule might be proposed
it alwravs taurned out to be tinpractica~
ble in the view of the right hon. gentle-
man, the member for West R rminghanm.
u;Yet the rght han gentleman was he
ivelieved. one of the oldest home rulers In

reat Britain. (Laughter and *'Hear,
fecar.””) As long ago as 187¢ the right hon.

ntleman announced thit he approved
of the home rule movement, and that he
fvas of opinfon that the Irish had a right

© govern themselves and manage thelr

wn affairg. (\Ministerial  ~heors)  The
right hon. gentleman added that ¢o con-
kede"home rule would bhe an ndvantage
£o both countries, for the Irieh would
be satisfled, and the legisiature hers would
move at an accelerated pace withaut the
frish members. * At present. * the right

on. gentleman sald, ' the lecisiature only
stravelled by parllamentary  train,
and that not quick enough
for hlm.*”’ ( Hear hear) At
~hat a snail’s pace Ald the right hnn.
gelitleman’s present train travel ® Then,
in 181 the right hon. gentieman pointed

out that the Irizh question
»as no new problem — that
every  generation In turn for 400

years had had to deal with i, that each
generation r.ad bequeathed it unsettied
to its successor, and that the removal
of the Engiish garrison at anv Ume
would have been the signal for an “up-
rising of the people. The problem to
schich the r.ght hon. gentleman referred
jn 1881 was Jess grave now in consejuence
of the arrangements made by the Liberal
party (n 1856, but 1t nould ceriainly recur
in an intensificd form if thore arrange-
ments should fall of executlon. (Hear,
hear) The right hon. gentleman's great
objectlon to the propozal made In 1586
as the non-incluxion of the Irish mem-
ers, and he had pointed out haw much
thelr retention meant, and alxo conse-
quences, politically of the utm~st gravi'y.
as flowing from that state of things. He
agreed with the right hon. gentleman ; his
belief had always been that the
RITRNTION OF THY TRISH MZMBERS
ras a most proper e'ement in the ad-
justment of the question. He rexretied
that the richt hon. gentleman now found
that retentlon so difficull as to de Im-
oxsitle. (Cheers) Before the Liberal-
n.onist party had assumed its preseat
attitude of impotence In this matter—
(cheers)- and while yet the right hon.
rentleman felt. with some remainder of
the ¢radt*inns ~f Liberallam (hear, hear)
wthat the Irish questior dld not require
onstructive lexistation for {ta solutlon,
e had put oul a profuse programme,
which contained many of the most im-
ortant elements of the present measure.
Etepmvldcd that the Irlsh members should
refainced for Imper.al purposes 1n the
Imperial parliament. (Loud cheers.) It
‘also provided for the av.nority, so fRr as
religion and cducafon weéte concerned,
those guarantees twwhich the bill of 155
contalned: and it declared that, not
merely upon reason and theory, but also
from practical experience {n the working
of the congtitutions of other countriss,
thos: guarantecs had been found ample
and adcquate for the purpoge. (Hear,
hear) But now the right hon. geutieman,
finding that many of his suggestions had
been adopted In the b, declared that
theyr were absolutely uszeless and imprac-
ticable. (Hear. hear) The right hon.
gentlrman had asked whether the bill
prexerved the Imperial unity. and wheth-
er the central authority would have full
control the forrey for offence or de-
fence. His answer was “Yea” : for the
present measure was designed (o pre-
vent the recurrence or coatinuance of
thase very feellngs to which the right
hon. gentieman had alluded when re
atated that the result of the zolemnn come-
pact and trcaty of perpetukl peace  be-
tween Great Britaln and Ireland would
produce the feeling that England's 4im-
culty was Ireland’s opportunity  But the
tight hor. gentleman forgo? that his own
statement was that that had deen the
feoling of Ireland for the last 400 years
(Cheers.,) The Dill offcrcd a prospect, azd
sven a ceriainty, of putting an ¢nd  to
that state of feeling. (Hear. hear) There
was force in the contention of the right

uafion of Ireland was a dar to sopara-
tlon, and that that burrler would precju-
dice the intercsts of Ireland. He thanked
God, however, that it was possible to
reconcilo the interests of Ireland, as
they had now been learned hy the great
tanxeen of her people, with the
CONTINUITY OF THK UNION,

for all purposer of offence and defence,
of mmanging our colonles and depen-
dencles, of ¢rade and teade Dollcy and
relations. With regard to the tmdo be-
tweet the two countries, he belleved
that. serfous u8 would be the loss ¢o
Frugland, the loss to Ireland would be
Infinttely greater. ‘Mie ditlicultes which
Willam Pitt at the time of the dedate
o. the union had pointed out as d&iffl-
culties to b2 guarded against by means
of the unlon wero-ite very ones which
were involved In the reriet of subjects
reaerved to 'he Imperial  parllamont.
tCheere) If the plan of lacal adminls-
tration of lorcal nffalrs combined with a
cemtral ourganizakion for comman wnd
Imperinl purposts had  beon  tridnly
known at that dme, and if & had not
been discredited by 4he circumstances
under which it had been adopted by *he
United States, that oolution would he e
been adequate to accomplsh every pure
pose for widch willtam Pltt sug-
gsted the necessity. (Hear, he ) Tha
undon {n it incorporate furm bad been
tried and &ad Jamoentably fafted. (Hear,
hear.) It was nices:ary that the Irish
should have a domes:ic legtsiatune, and
1 was not prupused that the tct of
utdon ehould be repenried, for 1t would
continue in full force for ell proper
aud legiymate purposes by the free
consent of the lrish prople  (Hear, hear,)
There wag one porticn of the specch of
the right hon genteman which had
sounded to him more ke ¢ho speech of
a Fendan bead cewtre, and that was
when the right tion. gentieman pointed
out that ¢the pretont measure would
not sansfy the (eglamue aspirations
of the Irish pcople, lie smud that the
Lrisi parliumon: would have no control
over foreisn policy, on power to send
ambassadors ¢ that they waere rastraiaed
from sotting up an eoarabliched roligion
and from interfering avith ~ducation. cus-
toms and trade. The Irish memuers ac-
vepted  the provisions whiod were bor-
sowed {rutn the constituuon of the Linit-
~d States to :afiguard Wicte LIRS, mi
tecause they thought those rights would
be violated . for ne bwievel that the
Irish majority waould amver 4% the nmu-
ority had done. in the deal and ewvid
1imes, use thelr rights to do wrong
but as actical man they accepttd them
without any feeltag of degradation or
humiliaiton, as revording whit they con-
sidered the tmmuable principl»s of clvil
a:d rellgious frecdom. (Cheers.) 1t was
important from two espects—¥  aould
spothe the approhensions of those who
were Teally nervous as to “hie niew consti.
tutdon, and it wguld have praciical anp-
piication 0 Atteinpla to transgress cdther
the legter or the fpirit of the vrovisions
Such attompts wnoutd {urnikh a plaan
excuse for the Intervention of the Ilm-
perlal power. The right hon. gentleman
supnested that e messure woma bo
scwing the seed of future demramdy Waat
trad been the position aof this bl faor
many yours ? What »rad been the con-
a:ant effort in Ireland ? The houss was
actually asked o believe dhat an arrango-
nent agrecd ¢ by the Irish poople ag
aatisfactory, and removing the great
careo of complaint which had existed
up to the present ttme, was oaly sowing
the seed of fTuture domxands ! (Chesrs.)
The right hoa gentleman ssked what
ruOTaCeo there was that thoe bill wwouird
hn

ACCEPTED AS A SETTLEMRNT.

it was true ¢that a phmse might bo cull-
od from tde uttcrances of o distinguish-
od man now departed to tho cffect that
the DIl of 1386 was anly accertable pro
an%0 ; but the record of that .nan’s ac-
4on and speech, as the unquesiicadio
and unchatllenged roprescntative of tho
Irtsh race in Ircland and beyoad the
scas, was tho record to wlilch atton-
ton should d¢ peid—(cheers)—and that
wan 2 nrecoxd of absolute. unhesitaung
and unequivocal accepiance of the bill
of 1836 a3 2 Nnal sottiement. (Hesr. hear)
The difMcultins and delav which hed
adsea fad furmishod absolutely satds-
factory tests and confirmarfon of this
viow. The question bad heen before he
Irish people for seven years, and these
had been an unhappy difficulty in Ize-
anld wminently cosleulated to  prolluoe
dissatisfaction, 4f {t coumld be ecvoked,
with the moderation of the Irixy de-
mands. He would point to the geneal
acceptance by tho Irish all over the
woridd of the preseat hilt as the best
and most saidsfactory proof ot the final-
#5 of that acceptance, on the hypothosis
hat the statoments of the prime mints-
ter were effectually omdodied in the
TR  (Cheess) TOo right lon gontle-
man urged that In 4he case B o strug-
g0 with Amaica or Franee, Ireland
would de oa the &do of Amorica or
France. But more 80 or less than now?
(Loud cheers) It was impoesidie {0 get
adeolute sccurlies In respect of the fu-
ture of countries : hu?. as far /S TERION
oouwd xive a ground {or xeanrity ¢here
way e edsolute assurnnce that tho col-
allon of hings as 1 wus before
1836 was (nfinitely lcss advantageous €O
this country in the cnergency suggested
than it arould e after the present dll
had pasxed. (Cheers)) Then the right

hon geatleman sugeested financlal Al
cuties, ant put the case of the Iriah
pasliament rTefusing the coilectlons of
taxes. Tho Irish revenus was malnly to !
consim o cxcise, and the uwot 100 libera) !

jon Xentleman that tho geographical &ile provisiony of e pojme mialites woud

nave to we strenvuousy exercissd to got
any revente at all, But tho raising of
Imperial tevenue for Imperial purposes
was o difterent thing., Whatever avas es-
sential for the exorciso of the taxing
ponver of the common pariiament In
which Irishinen wero properly rceprosent-
cd, ought to be given, and no doubt
would bo glven, in the biil. (Hear, hear.)
Tho right hon. gentleman further sug-
gested that voluateers and armed
forces might be raised in Ireland. ‘The
whote of the auggestions were most base-
iess and fantastic. (Cheers.) They
meant that ooncord, contentment and
peaco botween tho twe countries were to
produce a last atate of affalrs worse
than that which tho very reverse of
those condlitions had produced. (Cheers.)
During all this time the power toplace
troops in ‘Ireland end to blockade lher
ports remained. The only thing that was
changed was that the dare idea of tho
nhecessity for such actlon vanished for
ever. (Cheers.) On the subject of the
supremacy of ihe Imperial parllament,
the bouse had the right hon. gentleman’s
own record. The right hon. gentleman
had repented.y declared that the cons
tinued representation ol the Irish peop.o
iz the Imperial parilament did effectivaly’
produce that supremacy svhich he now
questioned. That was the rtight hon.
gentleman's ground for voting agalnsg
the il of 168, and now, when Irish rep-
resentation was conceded, thoe supremsacy
wvithered {0 nothing dbofore the right hons
gentleman’s eyes. (Hear, hear.) Didtho
right hon gentieman wish to keep up
Dablin castle and the bureaucratic con-
tro. of Ireland, which no man had moro
effectively denounced ttan he? (Cheers)
The right hon. gentleman suggested tho
caso of tho Irish parilament initiating

LAXD LEGISLATION

o which ¢he British parilament did not
approve, and urged that there avould bo
no power to check such legisiation. Apart
from the fand. Ireland was in crime ab-
normally Jow among tho countrles of the
worid. The main llnes for the solution
of the land problem had now been lald
down, and the machinery was ready to
hand. It was a glgaatic business of de-
tail only now. When the Irish legisia-
ture cdtained coatrol of theland with se-
curities—for he wag no separatist and no
conflscator, and woud take Do onc’y
property -without just compensation—tho
Irish legislature would find no occaslon
for a plan of campalgn, and, If such a
movement were started, <he legislature,
being responsible for peace, order and
good government, wowid know how to
deal with it.  (Hear, hear.) The nght
han gentlaman suggested that large sai-
arles might be pald to ecv cslastics for
services not rendered, so as to cons'{tute
a practical cclesiastical endowment. He
should regard any such plan as an un-
wortlxy artifice 2o ecvade the spirit of the
1aw, deserving of the contempt of every
honest man, and meriting the stern and
=paedy Intervention of Imperla: authura-
v Under the exsting cundliwons gro-
visdon was made, without remonstrance
¢rom any party. by which those most
competent to deal with certaln hospita’s
were appointed to the posts. Was tha:
an Inlquitous endowmemk of religion ?
(Cheers.) The right hon. gentieman ree
marked that the suppemacy of parida-
ment was * reverenty noticed in the pre-
umble. It was nct necessary 1o notice
iz anywhere. It was anquestioned, and
sit had dBeen admitted by the right hon:
gentleman himsolf that by the retention
of the Irlsh members that supremacy
was an indisputabic fact. (Cheers) He
did not object to the repetition of fndlis-
putadle facix in an act of parllament @
he did not object to trulsms in an act of
parliament—because he rvished they were
always contained In an act of parlia.
dent. ‘There was not & man in  that
houso dbut beleved and Knew that this
act of parllament would leave the su-
premacy of the Imperial parilament in-
iact in sl 123 paris. (Hear, hear.) Butthe
supremacy of the linperia. patitament
would be used only under conditions Ia
which the obvious intent of the act meant
that it should be used. If the right hon.
sentleman suggested that the supremacy
of the Imporial pardament was 10 be
used In the way of constant, contlnuous
operative review and recunsideration of
Irish .cgislation and administration, the
1ast state of Ireland wouid be worse than
the fArst. (Cheers and counter-cheers.)
It would be better In that case that Ir-
tshmen shouid not be calicd upen to cars
3y out a2 sham system of saf-govera-
ment, free from the responsidbility which
attachced to and could not be divested
from substantial poxer. Nor 4aid the
ight bon, gontieman himze.L In days
sone by thaink otherwise, because he had
2aMd that the practica, control of the Irish
peoplo over Irish affalrs <was an
aspiration which he sssented €0 as 2
reasonadit ¢nd to Do aralned. (Hear,
hear.) Then as to the veto of the crown,
the rormal action as ¢o ¢he dills present-
o4 to the Izish parliamet for thcls assent
would Dbe the same as in the Imperial
parifement, The viceroy, as representing
the Queea, would act upoa tho advice
of the cedinct. The viccroy would oce
ecupy & dual position. He would act or-
&narlly upon the advice of tho cablnet.
bt ha was also an lmperiay officer, and
expross power was in fect reserved to
Nm to cive instructions wWith regard ¢o
any pari{oulzs bill, and {n case of those
{nstructfons bedng recaved he would act
mintstarially on dolalf of ¢ho Imperinl
patilament The r{ght hon. genlleman
asld thet hel would involve the Iesly:

not ; ho thought that & would plant them
more Armiy (o thelr offices +f the power
was unwissly uned (Hoar. deas) They
would %t Ue Clued upoa 10 Tesign foT 8%

——

act for which they wore not responslbl
The pollicy of both Imperial ministers an
of the Imperial parltnment ought to be
one of non-interference, save in cascd
where tho apirit and lotter of tho sct
under which the Irish icgislature was
created was veolated. (Hzar, hoar.) Wit
cegand to the protection of minorities, he
cowld say that dhie rights of the minori-
ties were us dear to Irishmen as they
svere ¢o Engiishmen. (Hear, hear, and
cries of “Ol.”) Tho right hon. gontle-
ma had made some suggostions with
regard to

CONCURRENT LXGISLATION.
Of oourse, tho Muperinl pariiamont,
having power to carry out concurrent
legislation, would have tho puwer to gwve
eftect to ¢het leglslation, it wos
obvlous that any step of that kind would
be a serious one. Tho right hon. gentles
man offerecd no guaTantes to 4he hon,
momber for Waterford ¢that the
for the protection of the Irish minoritie
would bo used. But Irishmen did not asl
for guarantees. They depended upon
thelr own honor and good faith, aad upan
thelr duermenation to corry out the con-
ditions of this compact on ¢helr part,
He belloved that tho letier and the gplrit
of this act of pariiament would bo o%4
served by the Ivlsh par¥ament, amd all
ghat Iriahmen asked was that, wwhilst
they observed that letter and spirit, the
Imperial parllamont would observe them
also. (Hear, hear.) It cho Irish legis-
lature violated that letter and ¢hat spirit,
the Imperial parliament would have the
more! right and actual power to inter-
fero and to redress. The right don.
gentloman suggesxed that tho Interfercnce

| Of 0 Irish membrers would make things dif-

ficult In the Imperlal parltament 3t that
power was put into aoction. But what
would 103 Irish represontatives In that
Tmporial pastlament do ? (Hear, hear.)
To hear the right hon. gentleman speak
tt would be supposed ¢hat there was no
Irish question in existence—that ¢heso
was no Irsh represomtatives to inter-
fero with tho Newcastlo p e or
with proposals for the scttloment of the
Irish land question. Let &hon. members
look ar thn situaton—look &t whuat chey
had suffered daring the la=t fow years.
How man) .ninistries had besn made and
unmads by the Irish members against
the will of the other aivisions of the
Undted Kingdom ?  (Cheers and counter
cheers.) Lot them ask themselves, what
was the position to-day 2 Whal made
this minkstry ? What cowld unmake it ?
(Cheers ard oounter cheers.) But hoo.
mombders talked as if all this did not
exist. (Hear, henr) Tho Irish membors.
voting on Imperlal, on English, on Scoteh
and on Irish questions, &ad forced upon
succensve ministries the conviction that
they murt constder what was the hest
poX¥mey they could adopt for Ircland. Tho
result of tho action or the Irish repre-
sentatives had made tho position of the
Imperial ministrics ntolerablo ; they had
found ¢heir path obstructed. and had
fuund no peace nor case. (Hoar, hear)
This bili put fortvard a plan for reduct
:ho nsmbors of tho Irish members, an
or

REDUCING TREIR POWER FOR XMI3CHILY,

for abstracting from them the pow,> to
interfere with all local legisiation fLoe
Snpiand, Scoland and Wales, and, mors
¢than all, for removing the cause for
1 «h megnbers dealing with those oo
cerns otherwise than upon thelr merns.
(Heze, hear) Difiicuitics there possibly
meght be {n tho way of ertaining cae
end in view, and no doudt the propossls
ot the blll might involve iogical incon-
«istencles, but the English people had
aever yot been intdmidnied by lugical {n-
conslstency from adopting great and bene-
fictal changes in thedr constitution wheén
they had in view the rodressing of evils
r tho confersvng ©Of benefs upon s
community. (Hear, hoar.) Ho bdalleved
that under the new plan the dual per-
Hameont would have the same &yportunl-
tes of Qecharging ita Imperial dutles
that it now had. It was truo that tho
Irigh members would be subject to aomeo
énconvenionco in having to come bere to
take thelr part in the work of the Imd
perial parliament. Pt was an inconvenld
ence to thom, dUE not to hron. geatlemen
oppostie, whom e would nak to allow
dhom to bear ¢hat Inconvenlence. (laugh-
ter and cheers.) The Tight hon. gentle-
man tho memdar for West BiUrmingham
had pointed out that there would be no
rellef under ¢he proposed bill, dbut ho hed
now indcated that thove would, on thd
contrary, ve cvery reiict. If chey would
0ot 2ake home Tulo in form, they would
horoatter have to tmke & in substance,
gor, Uitimardy, Englixh legisistion would
‘come 0 be speclally domit with by Eng-
Ustmen, Sz2otch leglalation dy Scotoha
men and Welsh legislation by Welsh-
mon. It would bo found in prectice ¢has
‘oertsin. other adjustments would furnish
¥ood practical solirions of the enormous
mass of theorotical objoctions put fLor-
vrard br the opponemts of ¢h.s home rule
scheme. I¢ was urged thas tho pariia-
MOiAry system uaxder ¢<he row plen was

bt hod. gexloman and his frionds
never before bhodrd of Istsh gzunts 7
(Choors.) Wy, what &Had been tho courso
sdopted by this country towsrds Ireland
for yoars past ? ‘1tey bad beon tIying
to placato her with sops. With regard o
tho protection of minocitics, ba rejoiced to
XDow that there was in tho minds of the
Liberal party a trust which wes wel

Zoundod In tho honesty and good falth an

equity of the great majority of tho Iris

people. Ho rejolced to think that the red

< gtrictione wose 20t proposed in a form and}
nation of the Irish ministors. Ilo thought |

with aliusions which would make themy
degradiog 10, and would render them dims
cult of accepiznce by, the Izlsh people.
Tho isddbersal party sald that they reposed
oonfldence {n Irishmen ; thix confidance



