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UNITY AND CHARITY AMONG YREETHINKERS.

BY WILLIAM EMIETTE COLEMAN.

It is a fact patent toall, that great diversity of opinior: oa philo-
sophic and theological points exists among Freothinkers ; indeed,
dissimilarity of thought and disassociation in sentiment are neces-
arily implied in the term ¢ Freethinking”—a Freethinker being
onos who does not follow in the beaten track of established opinion,
tut who, in the determination of all subjects presented him, cxer-
tises his own powers of analysis, anu judgment, irrespective of
what so-called authoritics in church and stato may assert, or of
whut the dicla of projudiced public opinion or tyranncus St. Cus.
tom way propound or enforve. Each one being, therefore, freo to
decido for hiwself relative to the merits or demerits, truth or
ialsity of the vavious conflicting ideas widely prevalent in our
midst, and there being the greatest dissimilitudo in human men-
tlity, no two persons being constituted precisely alike, antago.
tism in opinion and differenco in conception mnecessarily and in.
tritably ariso awong Frecthinkers, as with all others.

Coupled with this free diversity in thoughit, there is, howaever,
—or at least there should be,—na bond of union between all those
denominating thenselves Freethinkers or  Liberaly,—the presenco
of & common foe, unserupuloug, arbitrary, dogmatic, dictatorial,
prsecutive, in Modern Christianity, cothroned in solemn awe,
12d in full panoply of power throughout the civilized world. This
muthless foe, its hands gory with tno blood of tho slaughtered
nillions who dared think for themsclves in times agoag, its very
uro pregaant with awful significanco of fire and faggot, rack and
gibbet, nresents an unbroken front to the desultory, scattered
sMacks of tho unorganized, disurited Liberal thinkers now found
in nearly overy loeality.
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Alwvmed at the steady aldvance in Liberal sentiment, the growth

i of Freethought nnd mental emancipation, new encroachments upon

tho rights and liberties of those dissenting from its degmatic tinal-
itics, aro constantly being made by the Church. Tighter and stili
tighter does the Christinn hierarchy seck to fusten the cords of
ccclesiastical despotism around the thyoat of Proygressive Free.
thought, stifling the utterance of overy criticism of its own hid-
cous defornities, every appenl to free, enlightened reason, truth’s
only legitimato arbiter aud umpice.

To meet the crisis fast approaching, to stem tho rising torrent
of theologic usurpation exzircling all true lovers of ¢ universal
mental liberty,” unity of action and organized persistent defenso
ig, on their part, imperatively demanded ; else, cre wo be fully
awaro thereof, tho chains of iegalized churchianic thralldom will
hiold us in their fast embrace, despoiled of tho inherent rights,
privileges and immunities due to us as freemen and as citizens.

Such being the case, the Liberals of Canada are to be congratu-
lated upon tho vigorous efforts recently made by them in the mat-
ter of organization and propagandism ; for, without combined en-
deavor, but littlo can be sccured.  Tho organization of u Guneral
Freethought Association, and the establishment of a monthly jour-
nal dovoted to tho advocacy of the most advanced thought of this
most advauced age, mark & now cra in the history of Frecthought
in Cunada ; and, so far as can bo gathered, both enterpriscs are
inaugurated under auspicious and encouraging circumstances.
May the mission of cach bo ever *conguering and to conquer I”

The triplo apothegm adopted by the Gereral Association as the
cmbodiment of its course of action, is felicitously appropriato and
welltimed.  Recognizing the basic fact of the wide divergement
in opinion found, on all occasiong, in collective bodies of Free-
thinkers, it promulgates as its unisonous bond, anity in all thinga
demonstrated, free diversity in all things doubted, and charity in
all things whatsoover ; than which a nobler sentiment could not
form the groundwork of aperation of any ascociative body. The
principles embodied in this comprehensive triune aphorism should
form the working basis of all Freethinkers throughout the world ;
and could thoy «li be brought to sco their intrinsic value, and the
still groater valuo of combination of effort for mutual self-defonso
apd oxtension of tho truth, vastly more might be accomplished,
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