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It is a fiet patenit ta aUl, tisat great diversity of opinion an phsilo-
sophie andi theological points exista among Freotliiukers;, indeeti,

isiiarity of thouglît and disassociatioiî in sentiment arc nrces-
sarily implicd in the terra Iltelinig- Fmctliinkvr being
Co who dees not follow la thse beaten trac], of esisiblisheti opinion,
but wlio, in tisa datermnation cf aIl subjecta presenteti his, exer-
tises his own powers of analysis, antî jutigment, irr-esplectivuofa
xbat so.c4tlcd autiioritica in chrcis alld ett xay assert, or of

i vbut tisa dicta ai projudiccil public o~pinion or tyranncus SL. Cîss.
tom nîay propounti or enforca. Escisà one king, tiierefore, irca te
dtecd for bususeif relative ta tise moûts or denieriLu, truti or
iaL-t.y af the maiaous eonflicting idons widely îîrevalent ia aur
eidst, andi thsora being the greatest di&qimilituide in Isunan icn-
ality, no tare persoa being cosîstituteti precisely alike, antnpc.

rism in opinion an~d differecc la conception xseeessssrily and ini-
etitably arise ainong Frcctlinkrrs, ns w-itii ail otlsrs.

Coupleti %itiî this froc diversity ia tlioughst tisera is, isowarcr,
--nr at least tisera &houid bé,-a bond ai union bttarcon ail tîsose
dtuominating thersnselves Fretthinkcrs or Liberls,-tic lîresence
of % coamoun foo, unserupulnuq, arbit-ary, dogmatic, dictatorial,
p-zsccutive, in Modern Christianity, cul.lronod in soienin rarve,

ruthiess foc. its bandis gory Nviti tise bloati ai ibi slatsglitered
aillions 'iris dareti think for théniselves ia times agane, its ve-y
Ii-go -iegnant withi avrful. aigniticico of fire andi fa&qot, rack andi

gibbe.t, presents an unbrokt-n front to the desultory, scattareti
&tUA--s ai tho asnorganizeti, disur.ited Liberal thinkars now founti
inn'eaxly ovcry locaity.

Alarîî<d ut, tise stvady a'lv:uce ini Liberal senstimient, tliegrù)wtls
of Freethouight e&nd mental cssi:sîcipation, nou' enci-cachsaieiîtS upon
thiirhts.tnd liberties of tlsoso dissonting isoisi its dt-guatic final-
itiros, aure colnstantly being inade by the C'lîîu-cl. Tighter andi stiti
tigliter docs tisa ChIristianî lier-irchy seek tu fitssten the cûî'ds of
ccclusi.-utca*l despotisin arouind the disront of Progressivo Froc-
tholight, stiflui; thsa utter-anco of overy criticlsm of its own Isiti.
cous dc.forsnities, czvery nîspeal tu froe, eniightenod reason, truti'
oniy legitiniato arbiter aud uniipire.

To nieet tho crisis fat approacisinu, te stemu tia risisig torrent
of tlseologic usurpation et-ircling ail true lovais of Il univeriud
msental liberty," unity of action and organizod persistent ilefanso
is, en their p>art, iniperatively demandcd ; eise, ore wo ho fully
awaro tiîereo' tho dihains of lcgalized cisurchianie tisiaIldoas %viii,
Isoiti is ini tiscir fast culirace, dcspoiled of tha inhcrent rights,
ipiivileCs, nsud iMmnitics duse te lis as freemen and as citizeus.

Stiel beiîîg tisa case, tise Liberals of Canada arc to ha cerigratu-
iated uîbon tia vigorous efforts reccntly madie by tiosi in tha inat-
ter of organization sud propagandisi; for, vithout cosnbined en-
dûeivor, but littla cas b>, sccureti. Tho orw-inization of a Guneral
Frcetlioasghbt Association,, andi tha establishiment of a nsonthly jour-
nal <lavote t t di advocacy of tia moat stivaitceti thouglit of this
most advaueed age, mark a new cia in tho iiistory af Freetlîought
ia Catnada ; andi, sa far as car ho gatliercd, both enterprisca are
inauuguratedl under ausPicious andi cncosiraging circunistances.
May the mission of cadi ho ever Il conquerlng at te casquer V'

The triple apothegru adopted hy the Ger.eral Associttion as tha
eiahodiment of its course of action, is féiicitously npprelîriate andi
welI.tinied. Ilecognizing the basic fact ai the wido divergcment
ini opinion founti, en ai ocimsion;, ia collective bodies of Frea-
think.ers, it promnulgates as its unisonous bond, uanity in ail thinga
dcnionstrated, free divcrsitv in ail tbings doubteti, andi charity in
ail tbings 'wlisatsoavr; t'han %Yhich a nobler sentimient ceuiti mot
ferra the groundwork of operation of any ais.ociative body. The
principles crloedied in tbis coinprchcensive triuno aphorism aboula
forra the working busis of ill Freethinkers throughout the world;
anai couid thoy dil bc broufflit to seo their intrinsie value, and the
still greater value of cornl.dnat.ion of effort for mutual sel-defonso
ana ayt*.niion af the truti, .astiy more night bc acceznpliched,


