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ECCLESIASTICAL NEWS—SCOTLAND.~—
In the year 1845 the Church ot Scotlsnd
undertcok to endow ome hundred and
fitty new parishes. At the death of Dr.
Robertson, Cenvener of the endowment
committee in 1360, sixty new parishes
had been endowesn. In the year 1870
the number had reached 150. In "*77
another hundred was added to tho nst.
Since tbat time the increase has contin-
ued to be highly satisfactory.

These new parishes ure distributed all
over Scotland. Some of them are tound
in thinly populated districts like Caith-
ness, but as is to be expected the great-
er number ot them are situated in  the
great centres of population as Glasgow,
Edinburgh, Hamilton, Dunbarton, Dun-
dee, Aberdeen. .

The most satisfactory feature of allis
the number of communicants belonging
to the new parishes. In four cases of
the most recent erection no separate com -
munion-roll exists (¢. ¢., in [878), but
the other 121 passess no fewer than
322 communicants among them, which
gives an uaverage membership of 412 to
each congregation, all the figures b eing
those of the last Purliamentary Return ia
1878. Of course the Endowment Scheme
aione cernat elaim credit jor this:arce
body of commuricants, and still lessg
within ten years. Itis joint work with
the Home Missivn. and goes back in
some cases over twenty or eveu thirty
years: bur sure]y it 1s a great boon to
have 135 new parishes, withan average of
412 communicants to each, all organized
with tull parochial agency and stability
and place in Church courts, within the
short space of ten years. Can we con-

catve any plainer token of Divine bless.
ing to a chuarch, any stronger ground
for our thankfulness, or any tetter argu-
roent to encourage continued effort?
The method adopted by the Endow-
ment Committee is as follows: They
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step in only after a church has been built,
is free of debt, and has a congregation
already tormed. In almost all” country
parishes a manse i3 also necessary pre-
vivus to eadowment, but counts as part
ot it. The minimum endowment fixed
by statute is £120 per annum without s
manse, or £100 with oné. But tne Gen-
eral Assembly has instructed the Com-
mittee te give every encouragement to
efforts to increase from the first the per-
manent endowment beyond the statu-
tory amount.

The whole sum necessary for endow-
ment is, as a ruie, regarded as in two
equal parts—one halt, at least, to be pro-
vided locally or otherwise, independent-
iy ot tne Endowment Committee; the
other half, at most (i.¢,, £60 per anuum,
or £1500), to be provided by the Com-
mittee. Then, again, the balt that i3
provided by the Committee in name of
the whole Church, as it were, i3 to be
regarded as further subdivided, so that
one-third should be drawn irom the
annual Church-door Col'ection, ordered
by the General Assembly, and the re-
maining two-thirds Le drawn from spe-
cial subscriptions made all over the
Church. Both ot these sources ot supply
for that halt of each endowment that
may be called general and ecclesiastical
(as distinguished .trom the other half,
which is local and congregational), re-
quire at the present time very special
attention.

In the same great cause it has already
been admirably and efficially said by the
Convener: “The clear and present duty
ot {,¢ rmembers of the Church isto en-
ab.w'.r {0 supply religious ordinances
to a poprlation still rapidly increasing.
There can be no argument on her behalf
so powerful as is turnished by proofs of
her vitality, ner any detence ot her par-
ochial system so impregnable. as the
successtul efforts of her members to ex-
tend it so as to meet the wants of our
times. No enemy can damuage her seo
much 2s we ourselves will do, if we pe-
glect our opportunities and evade our

uties. Each new parish added w the
Cburch at once increases her stren
and secures to her a permanent provision
for religious ordinances with her reten-
tion of which no legislation will ever
propose tn interfere.”



