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MATIVE VILLAGES-—AMUSEMEN.3 OF THE
BOYS.

I am sorry that I have been so closely
eonfined to the school work, and such
matters, so that [ know little of the coun-
try round Blantyre. The only occasion
when I saw a little of the country, wasa
visit to Soche in company with Dr. Mac-
klin. There were several quarrels to
settle with the old chicl of that district.
As we approached the district, I was as-
tonished to find so many little villages.
When the villagers saw us, they made a
point of hasting up to say *‘ Mornng,
morning ! which is their salutation to
Englishmen. The men seemed to have
all their time at their own disposal.  With
the exception of one man who was sew-
ing a piece of cloth, we saw nothing to
lead us to suppose that the men did any
work at all. But the women were out
Erinding their corn or working in the

elds. When we reached the village
where the chief lives, we asked for him,
but he cculd not be found. We thonght
that he was afraid to show himselfat all.
One by one his villagers gathered round
us till we had a great assembly. Some
ot them had their bows, most of them had
their knives, and one ot them had a gun,
8o that they had nothing to fear, and we
were without weapons of any kind.
{Some of our friends in Scotland wanted
to be told whether the boys in Africa had
any amusemcuts. 1 may mention, 1
passing, that I saw o1 ¢ boy here with a
small imitation ot his [ather’s bow, and
with little arrows to match it.] Alfter
we had waited a long iime, the old chief
eame with a large clear knife in his hand.
He sat down at a great distance fromus;
when asked to come near, hesaid no. e
bad sent over a present to us, and it had
not been accepted, and he was ashamed
to have it returned. Qur interpreter
went over and induced him, after a good
deal of persuasion, to come beside us,
and he sat down upon a skin under &
large tree. T went up to shuke hands
with him, and 1 am not sure whether the
poor old man did not regard me with
suspicion, for while he gave me his left
kand, he held his knite very firmly with
the right. By-and-by tbe sending back
of the present was discussed. The Mis-
sion had two complaints to make against
him: (1.) His men had carried off from
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Blantyre a slave woman who had comg
there for protection. (2.) One of the
Blantyre boys when hunting was passin~
through the district ot Soche : at one vill.
age the son of the chief and certain con-
panions were drinking pombe ; they took
the gun from the boy and gave him s
beating. But the inhabitants of this vill-
age were afraid that this would not end
well.  They reasoned that the Eng'iv
would say that this was done among
them, and would come upon them with
their guns and inflicit a severe punish-
ment.  Accordingly they tcok back the
gun atter a strugele, and retarned it to,
the Blantyre lad, whom they escorted|
home.

The old chief denied the charzes of all
these facts. He had just heard abw
them. After a liule talking matten
were settled in a frieadly way, and we
ended by inviting the chiet over to Blun
tyre. He said he wished very much w
see the white lady and to hear the har
moniam, and he bargained with us thy
we must gratily him in these respects,
He was much astonished when they to
him *hat the white lady never went ou
he thought it so strange that she shoul
not ve seen hoeing the fields and pouad
ing the corn. .

On our way home we passed the vill
age where the gun had been taken away,
and we invited the men who restore 11
to the boy 10 come over and see hw th
English pecpte valued thewr trienk
They came 01 an appoiated day, and re
ceived a present of calico. The clief
Soche also paud us his visit and  brous
a preseat of fowls, receiving in returo
blanket and a pisce of calieo.

On the 24th ot Angust, Mr. Carrarms
ed at Bluntyre statica on his journey
Lake Nyassa. He made aseres ofo
servations to determine the exact latitud
and longitude of Blantyre, which he stat
as about 15° 45’ S.and35° 14'E.

We have a magic-lantern for the e
tertaininent and instruction of the nativ
At first they looked on with a greatd
ot fear. When they were told that h
they saw a man that lived long ago, th
actually thought that we were bringin
people back trom the dead. But 10
they enjoy sceing English people
English buildings. Itisa pity that
have so few slides. The other day




