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®1r I FORGET THER, O JERUSALEM! LET MY RIGHT HAND FORGET ITS CUNNING."—I's.137: 8.

BMON PREAGHED AT THE OPENING OF
SYNOD, BY REV. ALLAN POLLOK,
MODERATOR.
“So is the kingdom of God, as if a man
phould cast seed into the nd; and should
jleep. and rise night and day, and the seed
ould spring and grow up, iie knoweth not
' Mark iv. 26-27.
In accordance with the analogy which
ubeists between the material and spi-
itual worlds, Christianity is often com-
10 & sced cast into the soil, spring-
g and expanding toward heaven.
bere must be some great principle
pderlying an analogy which has been
froitful source of the profuse image-
of this kind, which is scattered 1;([)
nd down the of the sacred Book.
; se«ral?: oW grown into a
who-e branches have refreshed
2oy nations and ages—into a complete
ond diverified society, it may be uI;leful
o us to return to the original idea as
presented here — to analyze, separate
nd simplify, to tear aside all disguises,
Becorations and  aceretions, to strip off
onventionalities, accidents and unessen-
things, and, ignoring mere theories
jor assuLiptions or dogmatic teachings on
e subjiet, make a naked line around
the object, and view it in its exsence and
wmpliity.  Thus may we realize the
Meal of the Church of Christ as it is set
dorth in the sacred Seriptures. 1 pro-
feoed, then, to found upon this prophetic

—

parable a few lessons, referring to the
Church and suitable to our times and
this occasion.

1. As to the nature of the kingdom
of God, this plant admonishes us that it
isalife. The natural plant is neither
the soil nor the seed. The living organ-
ism springs up when the soil and the
seed combine.  So the kingdom of God
is neither the truth nor the soil of human
nature in which it has been sown. A
man may carry an encyclopedia of
religious truth in his head ; but if it have
not taken root in his heart, the kingdom
of God does not grow there. And we
have many such cold and dead profess-
ors, whose knowledge is as unproduc-
tive as a stone in the soil of the carth.
Neither is the kingdom of God human
nature alone, without the seed of divine
truth; though that soil is noble, and, as
was shown in the history of the accursed
race of Cain, has yiclded much fruit in
the world ; vet neither the prudactions
of art, nor the flashes of genius, nor the
swect blossoms of natural affection, nor
the majestic columns of intellect, though
in some wondreus cases not far from t
kingdom of God, have ever, o far as we
kunow, attained without the Word and
Spirit to that blessed kingdom. So th.n,
whether 2 man know little or much,
whether a church be conspicuous for
rudeness or culture, it must have that
lite, without which mothing can grow.



