34 THE MONT ALY RECORD OF

OFf the more respectable elass—the merchaats and tradesmen —many have been
attracted by the prospeets of gain ;. many more have had ©urgent private rea-
sons” for quitting Chinese territory s aresidence in s British colony has shielded
them from the importunities of ereditorn ar the pursuit of justice. What is sai-
of David’s Adullamites would apply to thousands in Hong-Kong o~ Every o
that was in distress, and every one that was in debt, and every one that was
discontented, gathered themselves unto him.’

* Under these eircumstances, it will hanldly be imacined that ahigh ctandand
of varality prevaile in the colony.  Crime prevails to an amazing extent, and
the lwal Government has been sorely impered in dealing with s vicious sub-
jeets. The diffienlty was to find jail-room for the erinmn: Two or three
spacious prizons were built  but these were rapidly filled ¢ still the prisoners mul-
uplicd.  What was to be done 2 Besides the difficult, of securing and punish-
ing the offenders, there was o grave objection against the ontlay involved in,
their support. Ouly asmall propartion could be employed on the publie works.
whilst thonsands of idle eriminals were hanging asa dead weight on the financees
of the colony. A bright idea suggaested iteelf; the anthorities resolved npon a
plan, which, whilst it relieved the colony of its burden, at the same time freed
it of the vicious clement.  Every convict was branded on the car. and then de-
ported to the mainland with the assurance that, it they rer ned again to the
colony, they should be severvely dealt with. It was a dear-bought frecdom, for
no sooner had the poor wretches set their feet on Chinese gronmd than theis
brand betrayed them. It was known they had been eriminals, that was enongh
~—oft" went their heads, and <o the matter ended.

“ The Chinese are wonderfully expert at chopping off heads A ventleman
deseribed to us a seene of which he had been a witness.  Durings the rebellion
in the Canton provinee, two hundred and vighty rebels were eanght. The
chances were, that quite half’ of them had been peaceable subjects; but that
did not matter, s~o many heids had to be cat oft as a warning to the retractory.
Our friend went to the spot. . There were twelve exeeutioners. each holding 2
shining sword in his hand.  The prisoners were divided intotweh roups. Al
were awaiting the arrival of a Mandarin, whose ovder was to be the <tgnal for
the exeention.  His Exeellency shortly arrived: a list of the prisoncs was
placed in his hand.  He quietly asked, ¢ Is all ready ¥— Yes' * Then go to
work.” The poor ereatures had been all this while standing with their heads
inclined forward.  None flinched—none spoke ; each of the twelve swordsmen
deliberately  walking along his line of convicts, and at a blow severed  head
after head. Our friend had been curious enough to time the proceeding 3 he
found that. from the arrival of the Mandarin to the fall of the last head, only
twelve minutes and a half had elapsad,

“ The Chinese have a perfect roge for gambling.  Go where you will, you
see crowds ot people thus employed.  Hoary-headed men, and Little children
who can hardly run, may be seen tossing, the dice. Maaiy a mar, after losing all
his money, will barter his clothing to the lust sag, and then strip bis wite,
his ebit . his house, and leave himself literally naked and destitute in the
world.  In some provinees the Chinese Govermment have put down this viee
with a strong hand.  They have made the keeping of a gaming-house a capital
erime, for which the keeper must surrender his head.

“ It is o curions fact that the Government of Hong-Kong adopted the oppo-
site expedient of legalising  gaming-houses.  Every such house bad to be
licensed, and penalties were only enforeed in the case of those who enconraged
gambling without a licence.  We helieve the home Government has disallowed
this most questionable enactment.  So much the better ; for, whilst it existed, it
was a sin and a reproach.

“(ne morning & somewhat amusing insident occurred at the Bishop’s
Palace.  Several of his Lordship’s servants were caught by the police in theact




