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THE APOCRYPHA.

Tt is very pleasing to the observing Christian, to
kuow that in consequence of the great improve-
nients which of late years have been made in lhc'
art of printing, books have become sv plentiful and
cheap, and particularly copies of the Holy Scrip-
tures, that no one who is capable of’ understanding
the will of God, need be destitute of a copy of the
gacred volume § and that not only the smaller and
more conunon editions of the B.ble, but even the
quarto edition with marginal references, we now
consiggred a necessary pait of the furnitute in
raost Touses, placed in such a position as to be
seen and 1ead of any who way cater thens, instead
of being shut up ina box, drawer or closet, as was
commonly the case & few yars ago, as though the
owniers ot them werse cither afraid or ashamed of
risking their reputation by appearing so religions
as to permit a Bible to be seen in their possegsion,
And although it is to be feared that in many in-
stances, this exhibition of the Scriptures in fami-
Lies, is merely in conlormity w the fashion of the
preseat age, yet, like any other fashion, having a
good tendency, should be enconraged by every
lover of truth. For it is a great satistaction to
every sincere enquirer after truth (as every pro-
fessing Cirristian is supposed to be) to be able to
¢ compare spiritual things with spintual ;2 and as
the Bibles which contain marginal references are
so very convenient for that purpose no fumily
should be destitute of them.

But as many of those editions of the Bible wlich
have the Apocrypha bound up with the Sacrd teat
(as though those uninspired writings constituted
pari of the Holy Scriptures) have been and sull
continue to Le circulated throughout many parts of|
this Province ; and fearing that sonie persons may
mistake the nature of those writings (for I have
met with protestants of various denommations who

..
have considered them @ necessary part of the Bible)
I consider it my duly 1o make a few observations
respecting them, by which st will plamly appear,
that they ought not to be connected with the Holy
Scriptures, any more than any other uninspired
wiilings.

First: They were never received by the Jews
as inspired wrngs, although it is well known
that they took gnat care in preserving the loly
Scriptures. .

Secondly : They were never referred to cither
by Christ or his apostles, although some part of
almost every Look of the Old Testament was
ether quoted or referred to by him o1 them.

Thirdly: T).cy arc almost entirely destitute of
that sublimity of expression which is peculiar to
. the Holy Scriptures, and which any person of
common discemment, may casily discover by
comparing them together.

Fourthly : They contain many statements which
contradict the Holy Scriptures, of which the fol-
jowing particulars are a part, viz: Representing
Joikim as the son of Zerubbabel, whereas he was
Jhe son of Joshua the high priest (Neh. xii 10,
compared with Hag. 1, 1.) Derius is repre-

sented as being king of Assyria, long after that
Kingdom was dissolved. Some things are said to
have been done under Dastus which were done
under Cyrus,  The rcason given for the return o
the Jews hrom Babylon is altogether ditferent from
that recorded in the Ily Suiptaig @ is also
what is stated respecting Mondeca, Haman and
Abasuerus.  In the ¢ Tre Wadom of Solotaon, ¥
(che x, 3, 4) the murder of Abul-is said to have
been the cause of the fluod. Lt the * Book of Ec-
elesiasticus,?” (which is superior 1o any of the other
Apocryphal books) it is declared that “alms mah-
cth an atonewment for sins,” (iii. 3), and the same
doctrine is contained in Tobit(nii. 9), and in which
book (Tobit) the prayers of saints are said to be
presented to God by angels (xiiy 15.) In the

of truth have been rousing their energics and forg-
iug new instruments for the destruction of the tem-
pleof our God.  Whule the professed guardinns of
a gospel faith and hope have been reposing on
couches of case, the enemics of God und hinman
liberty have been gatherng strength for @ more
ficrce and tremendous conflict.  We are not to
think that because the fies of persecution havo
been eatinguished and the sword of cruel slaugh-
ter1s nolouger bathed in the blood of the vicums of’
a Papal supesstition, that Rome has ceased to look
upon the spread of gospelt truth with less hatred and
fiendish malignity, than when her history was
traced in the smuhesof the stahe and the purple
streams of innocent blood.  'Wemust not be deluded
by her mask of present kindness or her proffered

*Sccond Book of Maccabees,” an offaing of hand of peace, or think for a moment thut she is
prayer and sacrifice to mahe reconciliation for the lessdetermined tosivet the ton chams of a sout de
dead is applauded (xii, 43, 44, 43), as™is also a! basig superstition apon all withn her grasp, than
most unreasonable account of suicide (siv, 41, 46),; When she held all Europe in the manacles of a gal-
and the author of that book concludes by saymg, . ling tyrammy, Babylon Aates Jerusalem ; her enmity
<« Aud i I have done well and as is fitting the story, | is unmstigfated by tsme and unchanged by circum-
it is that which T desired, but if slenderly and , stances~—and winleshe hay hfeand power both will
meanly? it is that which I could attain unto,” andinust be consecrated to bar her doors against

thereby plainly shewing that he did not profess to
have “written by inspiration.

There are many more inconsistences contained
in the Apourypha, wluch any carcful seader, and
especially every one acqumnted with the Holy
Scriptures, may easily discover; among which
the story of ¢ Bell and the Dragon® is probably
not the greatest,

It was in consequence of the decision of the Po-
pish Council of ‘I'rent, A. D, 1546, that the Apo-
crypha became connected with the Holy Scrips
tures, for they declared those wniings to be of
equal authority with the insprred volume, and de-
nounced D.vine wrath aganst all who should des.
mse or 1eject them.  Anu 1t 1s no wonder that
Papists universally consider the Apocrypha to be
of Divine authonity, forit 1s from those writings as
well as from the writings of the Fathers, that they
derive many of their errors, such as salvation by
wuths, especially by gving alms, Purgatory,

payes tor the dead, &c.
JoAoO.
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THE PREVALENCE OF ERROR :

AN IMPERATIVE CALL FOR CREATER ZEAL AND
FAITHFULNESS ON THE PART OF CIHRISTIAN
CIIURCHES.

If ever there was a time in our history, when
more than ordinary zeal and faithiulness were de-
manded on the part of Christian churches; itis the
present—if ever there was a period in the history
of our beloved christianity, when the children of
God were called to cluster around the Zion of their
hope, when they were cailed to give a reason for
a2 hope that is within them, and to manifest the
cheering, clevaring and heavenly influence of those
streams of Jife that bave gushed forth fromtho,city
of our God and the sustuning and abiding power
of thoscrich supplies of grace that nourish for heae
ven—it is the present time, 'While Chrisuanshave
been slumbering i foncied secunity; the encnues

the lighit of the gospeland the purity of its precepts,
!whcn they burst in upon her, she dies.  But from
' her adroitness in adapting appearancesand profese

sious to existing circumstances, she is wgentously
" endeavouring to delude the cluldren of tiuth and
. liberty into a dreamy security, while ker coffers
are actively pouring forth gold to corrupt and the
Vatican sending out its herds of Carist-hating
agents to prosclytize and to delude, The churches
should remember that her basdisk eye s fixed with
deadly gaze upon the inviting and promising field,
the field where God has placed them to guord and
disseminate his own trath and while they are ene
gaged in every thing but aggressive mosycments,
 satisfied with merely maintaining their visibibty
*and many of them thoughtless and heartless in yes-
! pect to thousands less favoured withreligious light
:and advantages. The votaries of a papal supersti-
'tion are paving the way to cccupy, and by its
*awithering and benumbaing influence 1o cover it
with the refics of thedead and blasted prospects and
hopes of the living.  Every moment of repose and
inactivity on our partis imparting strength to the
arm that would gladly teur downthe ahars which
truth has rendered sacred-—lesecrate the very tems
ples which a present Christ has hallowed—rake up
the ashes of our beloved dead to extinguishin inky
darkness every hopeof the living.

This cnemy is before us, We are called upon
by all that is cherished on earth and sacred in hea-
ven, to give with fullness and clearness of tone the
trumpet sound of thé olden time, wluch bore on sts
I blust confusion and dismay to the enemies; but
| joy, peace and triumph to the lovers of Zion. But
this is not the only formidable encmy, that love to
God and our fellow men should bring us into viga-
rous, determined and unyielding contact with. A
God-defying intidelity, clothed in wnore deceptive
and dangerous gath than ever before appeared, 18
with unblushing front stalking scrth and demandng
an entire surrender of our judgment, our conscience
and convictions of responsibility to the demands of
God, the claims of Christandtheinterests of society,
1t 15 not thatdanng form of infidelity, which duting




