
YOUNG FRIENDS' REVIEW.

and use bad grammar or slang ? This
is the kind of boys and girls that sarne-
times stand 'before a looking.glass and
wonder why they are neyer invited into
Society.

OUR UNDISCOVERE>I'D SELVES.

Rend ni the meetinig of the V'oîng Folks Guild
Unity Çhurch, Chicago, Ill., by Alice L.. Griggs, tqn
4th. MO-, 1893.

"For a long time 1 have been wait-
ing for inyseif?" Thus a Persian poet
expresses his realization of the vast
différence wvhich exists between our
ordinary every day self and that other
self ivhich lies deep within us, hidden
from the eyes of nmen. There are many
who can sympathize with the poet, who
flot only wait, but even search for that
deeper self, which, they dimly fée,
must be grander and nobler than that
with wvhich they and their friends are in
sorne degree familiar.

Probably wve have ail at times feit
that desire ta investigate and explore
the depths of the soul. But, ifi some
way or other, we are often baffled and
driven back, for the soul is a mysterious
and intangible thing.

We should hardly expect niaterial
laws ta hold sway -. er a realm s0 little
material. Tnere is one laiv, however,
wvhich 1 think rnay apply here. When
we hold a book an inch before our
eyes, we a e unable ta read a word ;
wvhen ive stand tao cloe ta a picture,
we do not see the beautiful landscape,
but only a confused blotch af color.
To this principle is due the difflcultv
wve experience in aur endeavors ta
learn aur real self. It has been said :
"The true reason why we know aur-
selves so little lies in the difficulty ive
find in standing at a proper distance
from aurselves, in taking up the right
point of view, sa that the details niay
help, rather than hide the general
effect'

We may study the inner self of a
friend and r.-ach a conclustan much
more nearly correct than his judgment
of hirnself, or aur estimate of aur own
nature. It is the impossibility of

getting outside of ourselves a suficient
distance ta get a good focus that pre
vents just self a nalysis.

If we have within us a nature, so
important, and so subtile and elusive,
the question arises :"What is it ? Is
it soul or character ? Iii his interest-
ing stuidy, "The Autocrat at the Break-
fast Table," Oliver Wendell Holmes,
advances the prap 'sition that in every
man there are three selves-his real
self, knowvn only ta his Creator ; the
self known ta bis friends, and Fnially,
that self which lie himself sees.

In some cases these three may be
alrnost identical ; he may be so true ta
the real nature that his f riends estimate
himn carrectly. That they are usually
widely différent is evident from aur
ordinary experience. Every day, con-
sciously or unconsciously, wve pass
judgrnents which, cauld we look into
the persan1 s inner self, wvould be radi-
cally different. In the same way we
corne ta equally erraneous conclu,ions
about ourselves.

The outward seeniing is often very
different from the inward reality. A
inan may appear generaus, unselfish
and pure, when in reality his heart is
fuîll af selfishness and sin Or he may be
inade by circunîstances ta appear base,
when bis real nature is true and noble.

The story of l)r. jekyll and Mr.
Hyde finds its counterpart in the life
af many a man. .Dr. J ekyll represents
the reputatian, Mr. Hyde the char-
acter. And here, I think, we mnai gain
some idea of the nature of that inner
undiscavered self. and can also give ta
it a name, Our cha,-ac/er, that out-
-ward and visible sign of the inner and
spiritual man. But what makes the
soul express itself in character yau may
ask ? and how does character develap?
Is it the stamp set upon the metal of
aur true selves at birth, or is is by the
slow processes by which gold is separ-
ated f rom, the baser substances, the
smelting in the great furnace of life, the
rubbing and polish-ng, till at thne last
the true metal cornes forth with the
stamp of its. value upan it.


