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upon the evils of protracted imprisonment,
and the mingling of the young with the more
hardened criminals. The point was well put
by Mr. Justice Gwynne in his address to the
grand jury at the 61Frontenac Assizes:

"Grand juries," said the learned judge, Ilwiii
have reason to, rejoice in the diminution of labor
falling upon them when the act shall have corne
into perfect operation, and the acnsed parties
will have equal reason to rejoice that an oppor-
tunity is presented them of relieving thenmselves
from. that confinement previous to trial, which the
oid mode of procedure necessitated: much of the
evil incident to the incarceration of persens who
may ha innocent with those who may be guilty,
and of tiiose guilty of minor offences witb those
who may be guilty of more heinous offences and
arising from the associations and intercommuni
cations of vice thus introduced wiil be also
avoided."

The saving of expenses is the iowest ground
that can be taken, but is probably the ground
that wili b. most operative with. peeple in
general-for what may be refused te the.
seundest argument wili often bo promptly
conceded te a popular cry for ecenomy or a
businesa-like necessity. We do not desire to,

,undervalue economy in administration, but
m~uid not give undue prominence to an argu-

,ment upon it, when the. proposition, as in this
case, is plainly recomumended by higiier cou-
asiderations; but that there will b. an enormous

'eaving in gaol accounta for the maintenance
.of prisoners under the. new law cannot be
doubted. W. have heard it estimated %t fifty
-per, oent. or more, and from the enqufries we
Shave inade think the estimate net excessive.
'The. diminution of cases for the regular courts
*will aise effect a saviug, and it mnust be a con-
siderabie one, s.eing that some sixty jurera as

*we11 as the officers ef the courts are under
daily pay, and if a numab.r of prisoners are to
be tried the. court must be necessarily deiayed'
-ail thia 'witiiout speaking et the. loss and the.
*delay to suitors and witnesses in civil cases
Not that the work ef the, new court is to be
don. for nothing,-th, ministerial officers en.
gaged mnust be peid, and it wouid be wise and
just to pay them liberally,-but it wouid talcs
the. expense et a. great many trials betore the
County Judge te equal the. oost of a single day
at the assizes or sessions.

T~he Ceunty Judge's criminal. court will b., if
w. may b. perniitted the expression,, a couwi
»f perennial gaol delivery: a key always at
1 4and te open the prison'loors te the innocent;

and in this aspect alene any eutlay necessary
in xnaking the tribunal thoroughly efficient
and sate would be amply j ustified.

The. new law bas been moit tavorably re-
ceived by the thinking mien, and se far has
been, again te use the language ot Mr. Jus-
tice Gwynne, "l eniinently succestl, and
Prisoners have largely availed themselves ef
the opportunity afforded them for a specia.
trial.; that success will continue te attend the
mneasur, commensurate with s0 good a begin-
ning, ther, is every reason te hope and
believe."1

There are many censideratious in respect to
the. new law upen which we shall have occasion
to remark hereaft.r ; at present we must bring
this article te a close by iuvoking the. judges'
and efficers connected with the new jurisdia-
tien, and upon whom the duty of carrying ent
the act develves, te b. earnest and zealou, in
endeavouring to secure ail the benefits it was
designed by its author te accomplish, and
whieii the gov.rnment ot tus Province is bent
on securing. The act at present may b. said
ini a certain sense to be upon trial; it may,
and with wise and careful administration must
remain a permanent addition te our system of
criminal jurisprudence, but it may be broueht
into diarepute and its vitality destroyed&
AmOugst ail the wise utterances of Lord Bacon
there is non. more true than this, Iltint the lifb
et a law lies in the due execution and admin-
istration et it,» and it is weli that it should bo
known and feit that with the. Couuty Judges
and County Attorneys resta the. administra-
tion et thia, ene ef the moat important crimi-
ual acta on the statute book of Canada.

The Court et Error and Appeal will ait for
the dispatch et business on Srd Jauuary; 1870'

The. Torento Winter Assizes have been fixed
for the. 10thiJanuary next. Mr. Justice 'Wil-
son wiil preside.

BILLS BEFORE THE LEGISLATURI
Tii. tolewing Buis are new under the. con-

sideration et the. Local Legialature. The Act
te amend the. law et evidence, which we givo
belew.waa introduced by.Mr. Blake. Ther. te
aise anether te the same effect, broueht in by
Mr'. Clarke, which having passed the. second
reading, after strong opposition trom the. At-
torney General and ethers in the. governmont,
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