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were confronted by a great wall, built by the earlier
Pharaohs ns a defense aguinst attack, und stretehing
(rom sea to sea. Through this wall thiee great roads
passed to the East; one along the Mediterranean, one
across the desert, and one by the Red Sea. Moses
chose the latter, and led his people southward, towurd
t.esen. But the Egyptians had now recovered from
their terror, und were again eager to keep their former
slaves, and the Israelites may have found the Red Sea
road closed against them. Therefore they turned south-
ward, by divine direction, and marched directly toward

the head of the sea. Here they seemed to be shut jn
between the waters in front, the cliffs on either side, ang
the Egyptians on their rear. Night fell upon the scene,
and in the darkness a path was hewn out for God's
people icross the waters.  With the morning light they
suw a ridge of sand rising between two lukes, They
followed their leader across in sufety, and us n frep
people stood on the shore of the wilderness, with the
broud sea between them aud the lund of their op.
pression.

Explanatory and Practical Notes.

Verse 19. The Angel of God. The visible mani-
festation of a pillar of cloud, which attended the murch
of Israel ar a messenger from God, camp of

el. Which was then located near the gea, with mount.
ains on either side, and the Egyptian host in the rear,
The pillar of the clond. The host, spread out over
many miles, was furnished \A itha ~|g|ml which all could
see, in u fire surrounded b cloudy covering, which
moved before the array, an {hy its rising or aviding di-
rected the march. This eutirely miraculons, und
cannot be accounted for on natural grounds.  With the
birth of a nation through V\huh lhe world isto hesaved,
supernatural aee e to be (1
God is with his people still, tlmugh unseen. (2) Our pillar
of cloud is the [loly Spirit, whick only God's people rec-
ognize and follow.

20. It came between, From its station on the
front, the column removed to the ', becoming a wall
between the two armies, Cloud and darkness. The
Rev. Ver, veads, ** And there was the clond and the

kuess, yet gave it light by night.” To the lnrnch'e*
virs i b

ng storm-clond. The one ¢a
near the other, God kept his people ~afe from their
enemies by a clondy wall which rose a8 a rier. (3)
God's ways are dark to the world, but light to his people.
(1) God still stands as a shield around his Church,

21, Moses stretched out his hand. Thos the rising
of the wind and the removal of the waters are in the
narrative distinetly connected with the act of Moscs,
which was ander u divine direction. The sea, The
Red Seu, mllml in the Bible Yan Souph. ** the sea of
rushes It I~ H'IIJ miles Iu||< nd nearly 200 miles,
wsunder by the penin-

and on the
Vurious reasons have )
red cliffs on its shove: coral under its bed, in some
places the microscopie animals which tinge it< waters,
ete. A strong east wind, A P(m(*llul north-enst wind
(which would be called ** east ™ by the Hebrews), nidd
by the ontflowing tide, caused the from
its 10d ulon;,' a <hallow ridze in front of the Israelites,
W Not by being heaped np as o
15 no warrant in the statements of
1 bare flats, with lakes on ench
(5) God has natural as we'l as
rrqwuuluml instrumentalities at hand for the accom-

phshment of his purposes.

its name, as the

22. Went into the midst of the
sea. The place was prohubly near
the town of Suez, on the gnlf of

same name, where the sea is
ahout three miles wide. They were
compelled t 0ss the Red Sea., iu-
stend of going aronnd its he:
p Wy beenuse n fortified \\nll
extended from the Red Sea to the
Mcdlm ranean., 'I‘Ilr waters were a wall, This does
not mean that the waters stood up perpendicularly on
ench side, hut that they were a protection from attack
dunw' the crossing. The expressions in Exod, 15. i
ln\” 8. 13 are ||ueuu\| and no' to be interpreted lit-
erally.

« The Egyptians purs
-nl\m-w apd perhaps not
led into the'sea, Pharnoh’s Iumu--, hischariots, and
his horsemen, In ancient times the he was used
only for war, and generally not as cavalry, but with

Following in the
that they were being

|

churiots, each of which ecarried a driver and a soldier,
In this case the foot soldiers were left behiud, that the
pursuit might be the more rapid.

24. In th teh,  Between two o'clock
and sunvise, Ta oked, Someupecmldluplu) of
wrath is here imphed.  From Psa, 77. 15-20, other hinty
of Scripture, and the tradition given by Josephus, it
has been concluded that u heavy storm, with thunder
nml lightuing. took pluce while the Egyptians were iy

e nnd the Israelites were ~ufe on the further shore,
1 hig must have greatly alurmed the Egyptians, for such
storms do not oceur in Egypt onee in a generation,

25. Took off their chariot wheels, The wlecls
becume mirved in the mud and sand, and many of them
were broken off. #o that the churiots were moved with
great dificulty, Let us flee. Ju-t such panics have
many times seized whole armies. and driven them jnto
defent and flight, The Lord fighteth for them,
They began to realize, but too late, that they were fight-
ing against & Being who was mightier than their own
gods, (6) God laumauvhmmng n behalf of his people,
7 'l 1t is well for every man o be found fighting on God's
side.

26, 27. The Lord said,
this chain of
messenger of
stretched for

We notice that llnmmhnm
ents \low-n ~|(-(- and speaks s the
Supreme Ruler, Moses
l’rnlml-lv holding in his
band the rod by which he had ealled down the plagues
upon Egypt. The wea returned. When the wind
censed and the tide turned. a sudden rise in the waters
J irated seas became one, over-
arching army between them. To hi
strength, The tide comes up so suddenly in the Gulf
of Suez that on one ocension Napoleon und his suits
were with difficulty from drowning while cross.
ing ut low wauter at the very place where the Iseaelites
Jass ~eld over, rd overthrew the Egyptinn,
Ihis was not ct of vengeance, though sich
might ha e been xhwr\r.l necessury that the
Egyptian power should be so broken that no attempt
would be made to interfere with the journey of the
Israelites through the wilderness,

28, 29. Covered the chariots. Tt is a question
whether Pharaoh himself perished with his army. fis
denth is not di-tinctly stated, and ig doubted hy Wilkin-
=on, but asserted by Canon Cook, Walked upon dry
land. They were safe where others were in peril,
hecause their God was their guard.

30. The Lord saved Israel. We cannot tell just
where the boundary line ran between the natural snd
the supernatural in this event, But the conrse of af-
fairs was nnder n divine divection, in answer to the
prayer of Moses, and the tide was go timed ns to suve
Israel and xlcnlruy Tsy tl'n enemies Ienﬂ upon the
wen-shore, ceording ish histo-
rian, a west wind aided (h y the hodies
to the shore on the desert side, and lhruugh them the
Israelites were supplied with arms.

31, Feared the Lord, They learned the lesson of
reverence for God and trost in his power, from thelr
experience of his merey, heir fear was very different
from the blind terror of the Ezyptiane, Oune was the
dread of an enemiy. the other was the loving recad of a
son,  (B) He who has vealized tod's grace will hare con-
Sidence in him. His servant Moses, They trusted in
Mosesas God's representutive und as their own divinely
appointed leader.
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