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hionor. There arc several other points upon w'hicli I wcuid likze to
wvrite, but feel that thiis lebter is too lengbhtly as ib is.

HIULL, Q.JOHN L. WTALToN.

To thoEito of the ,Sherbr-ooko aette.-
Wibhout attenmpting a discussion of the Hion. Judge Lynch's

renmarks iii regaird to our Academies, I wvish to take exception to the
soinmw'ab sweep)ng condemunabion, iii your editorial of last wekl, of
our Cornmon, or more properiy Elemtentary, schools.

Yuspeakz, at bbce oubset, of buie injurious cifeets of Mite large numii-
ber of bocks rcquired, the frequciît chiaiging of books, (and) thie inuil-
tipiicity of studies imposed iii ou .. Coinion Sclhools. A.
swecpiiig stateinent like thiis is easily miade, but let us look carcfully
at the facts. If we, examine bte Auithericd Course of Study for
Elerneiitary Sehiools (sec2î page of cover of Mie Sehiool Register
publishied in your office) we find thiat iii the isb and 2nid gracies, or bbce
youngestu pupils, aliitost no books ae required, and. comparatively libtie
actual stucly. In grade 3, tlhe numiber of books and sbudies iaturily
increase, and passing to the 4thi or highcst grade, we find the follow-
ing, wvhich can liardly be terncd. a very formidable lis: Il Book
IV. (readler), speiling bock, arithuiebic, grainar, geographly, Canadian.
history, copy-book, biank book, drawing-book, (blie lasb t1irce being
siflhI)1y exercise books, cosbing, iii ail, 25 cents), and by examining
the lisb of studies of grade 4, we find that thiese boohs cover ail bbab
is required iii tie way of sbudy or workz. Elenientary French niay be
takeit if dcsîred, ini whichi case anothier book mnay be needled. Now,
how iiuchl hiave %ve hiere beyond. wbab you biave spccificd as essential ?
Only Canadiail bistory andl draw'ing, neithier of wvhichi is inbcnded. as a
daily exercise. Titere ar-e no o/lier lessons r-eqîtireci to bc leamied. In
view of thiese ficts, it strikes nie bbiab your comnplaint is decidedly
overdraw'i. I miay suggcest that, in mny vicw, vcry mucli cf the coin-
plaint of Il crowding(-" arises froni bbce willingness, if imot anxiety, of
parents, (toc ofteii encouraged by bbe bcacbcers), to press clîidren
forvarcl into grades bcyond titeir agc and. capaciby; bbe unavoidable
alternative being poor workz or ove'crwoirk.

The grievance of bbc Il frequent chauging cf books," se far at -least
as bite elemientary schools are cenccrnced, is %vholly imaginary, as bbierc
lias been almnosb ne changing silice Uic introduction of the present
aubhiorized series, soinecighbt years age. I venture te asserb thiat for
ne other period cf equal iengbhi curing bbe pasb 35 years, bias there been
as miucli quieb and stcbiibv in texb-books as during the last five years.
Iu facb, ib is a question whebbier more chiange woid net bc advanba-
gecus. Aul occasionai changing' cf sehoo0l boeoks is neot îîecessariiy ant
cvii. lb is a vçry generai opinion arnong exsperienccd educabors thiat a
period cf five or six ycars is as long as ene series cf readers should be
used. "But," yen wvil1 say, Ilbbinkil cf bte expense." Ti-uc, bhe
expense is wortliy cf consideration, but ib is net bue only point te be
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