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WILSON’S EXPERIMENT.

Watten for the Experiment.

THE IFATAL VOW,

nyY A, G,

Jt wos evening: the prond king of day had ye-
tired in glorious wmajesty behind the western hills.
Twilight's dusky shides had fallen o’er the hilk
and valleys of' Judea, “The blue arch of Heaven
wix glowing with sparkling light,  The zephyrs
hore on their wings the pafume of flowas, and in
the distunce the # Sony of the ‘L'uitle,” and the
gentle murmuring of streams wete huwnd,  Pre-
rently the © moon tuok up the wondrous tate,” and
reagned in breght and peerless magesty, the queen of
aight.

It wug a dark petiod in the history of the Jews.
‘Forn Ly discord, and exhausted by civil wars, they
were in no condition to repel an invader; and to
vomplete their misfortune, the children of Ammon
bad already invaded their coasts and threatened
their destruction. At this eventful period the
Israclites began to look about them for a leader,
but they knew of no one in whom they could re-
poseimplicit confidence. They remembered, how-
wyer, that @ man named Jephthah hiad been ban-
ished from his home by his brethren, in conse”
quence of their jealonsy. A council of the clders
tesalved o place Jephthah at the head of their
urmy, and a3 a proot’ of confidence on their par,
they promised, in the event of his accepting their
invitation,to make him ruler of the people.  Axmies-
sengerclothed with full powers was immediately
despatched to the land of Tob, the residence of
Jephithah ; and after the usual salutations, and the
torins of ancient hospitality werc over, the mes-
suge of the elders was immediately made known,
‘The offer was accepted, and Jephthah prepared
with his daughter Rebecca 1o bid adien to their
long loved home.

Rebecca was the fairest of her ruce. She was
scarce sixteen; yet her form was tall and graceful,
and moulded in the most exquisite symmetry. Her
Slowing hair was durk as the wing ot the raven,
und her sparkling cyes were biighter than dia-
anonds, and when shiclded by their long dark lashes,
would wound the hardest heait § and such was the
glow of health on her lovely checks, that the rose
inall its beauty bloomed not fairer than Jephthah’s
daughter. At length, wiih many tears, she bid
adieu to the scenes she loved so well, and accom-
panied her father to the land of Tsrael,  Jephihah
was received his by lis countrymen with the geep-
est protestations of esteem and affection ; and he
Lastened to place himnsc!f at their head, and marched
w0 give battle to the Ammonites, who had advanced
ux far as Arocr, e arrived in sight of the ene-
1mes? camp on the evening we have mentioned
slove, and having placed proper sentinels, he
walked in the open plain to admire the heauty of
the scene, and 10 muse on his former condition, and
his present perilous situation. Around him the
majestic palm, the luxuriant olive, and the clus-
tering vine flourished in all their beauty. IHe
thought how he had been spuined amd insulted by
bis brethren,—~how he had been diiven by them &
solitary exile, teom the land of his birth, the home
ot his futhers; and us the bitter thought rose in his
mind, the cheering retlection that he had forgiven
them, immediately overpowered it.  They had
aolicited his retum § they had conjuted him to bury
the actions of the past in oblivion; they had res-
tored to him his former estates und dignity, and
his name was no longer covared with ignomy and
disgrace. Inustead of being despised by his coun-
wrymen, he was their only hope.  He considered
how uncertain would be the conflict with his ene-
siies, for the amny he communded, when com-
pared to their multitudes, was but a handful.  He
knew that his only hope was in the God of 1srael.
Alone and uiseen by any but the Allsecing Bye
ot Heaven, Jephthah vowed a vow unto the Lord
und said: < If thou shalt without fail deliver the
children of Ammon into mine hands, then it shall
be that whatsocver cometh forth of the doors of
my hotse to meet me when I return in peace frowd
the childicn of Ammon, shall surely be the Lord's,
and I will offus it up for n bunit offermg.™ e
retraced his steps to the camp, and before the rays
of the sun had guded the mountaus of Gilead,
«Scphthalis chosen bard was drawn up in bhattic
artay on the phin that wasth.t day to witness
the ¢eath struggle of theusands,

‘The Ammonites rushed to the attock, and long
and doubtful was the conflict, At length the Is-
relites prevailed, and the broken legions of Am-
mon fled dismayed fiom the field, “The Israelites
pursued, and dieadiul wasthe carmnage,  ‘Fhe counts
less myriuds of [dolaters were shain almvst to o
wan, oud the plain of Aroer, which u few hows
before was wet with the dews of Heaven, was
covered with the hedics,and deluged with thie blood
ol the shain,  After the battle was ended the Is-
nuclites returned to their hoes, und Jephthah re-
ceived in every city through which he passed the
congratulations of his countiymen who flocked
uround hit to hear the glad tidings of vietory. e
armnved at Mispah, and approaching tus house he
beheld s daughter advancing to meet lum, and
singing a hywmnof thanksgiving for his safe return,

Ilis rash vow was remembered; his eyes over.
flowed, which hud never dropped a tear when
driven un exile from his home; his heart, which
had never quailed umid the deadly strife, now well
nigh broke; his knees trembled; his brain be-
came giddy ; and a sense of’ the deepest snd most
insupponable anguish pervaded his mind.  He
leaned against a friendly olive for support, while
Rebecea usked him in the sweetest and most ten-
der accents, the cause of his gricf.  Pale, as if the
King of Tenors had already claimed her as his
own, and motionless as a statue, the unfortunate
maiden heard her doom from the lips of her heart-
broken parent. ¢ Weep not for me,” at length
she said, ¢ for thou hast opened thy mouth unto
the Lond, and canst not go back. But, oh my
father, grant me a last request,  Permit me to
wander upon the mountains for two months with
my maidens—

¢ I'o mourn my hapless fate,
And-train my mind to meet a change so great.?”

Her request was granted ; and Rebecea with her
little band of maidens departed to the mountains,
where they visited each well remembered spot,
and mourned in hopeless sorrow the fair being who
would soon be torn from their embraces forever.

‘The clouds of night had been dispelled by the
light of day. The sun had risen alove the moun-
tains of Benjamin. ‘The feathered songsters were
carolling in the groves. The flowers again un-
folded their petals to the rays of the sun, and all
things wore an air of joy and gladness, except this
little band of mourners, us slowly they visited for
the last titne the sceaes they loved so well. ‘The
sun bad approached his meridian when a stranger
stoad before them, who announced to the chief-
tan’s daughter that he was 2 messenger from her
father.

She called her mmidens around her and said,
nourn not for me, for { g0 to a land of bliss be-
yond the skics; and oh comfort my father; re-
member that I am a willing victim; and as we
part forever, grant me a last request.  As often us
returaing springs beawtify our plains, return to
these mountains and mourn my untimely fate.”
A wail of agonizing sorrow burst from her com-
panions, as she was borae to her father.  But let
us ‘draw a veil over the scene.  Suffice it to say
that her father did with her acconling to his vow.

‘The fair daughters of Isracl mindful of her Jast
reqquest, Teturned yearly to the mountains and
mousned fourdays in each year their Jost Rebeeea,

Woxsners oF Georogy'—Xiore than
9000 diffcrent kinds of animals have
been changed into stone.  The race of
gener of more than half of these are
now extinet, not beingat present known
infalivingstate upon carth. From there-
mains of some of these ancient animals,
they must have been larger than any
living animal now known upon the
fave of the carth.” The Megatheriuin
(Great Beast,) says Buckland, forms u
skeleton, nearly perfectly  colossal.
With 2 head and neck like the sloth,
its legs and feet exhibit the character
of an Armadilla and the Aunteater.
Its fore feet were o yard in length,
and more than 12 inches wide, termi-
nated by giguntic claws. Itsthigh bone
was nearly 3 times as thick as that of
the clephant, its tail, necarest the body,
wus & {eet i circmnference.  Its tushs
were adnurably  adapted  for cutting
vegetable substaiees, and its gencral
structure and strength wore ntended
to fitit fGr digging in the ground for the
roots, on which it principally fed.

NATURAL HISTORY.
CHAPTER I,

THE PANTHER.

The length of the Panther is usually more than
six feet, not measwing the tail, which is abont
thiee teet long,  ‘The colur ot the upper pats of the
body 18 light tawny=yellow, wik nuny black,
roundish marks, several of which have in the mid-
dle of them a black spot.  The under pauts of the
body ure white.

Int 1nost of its habits oflife, the Pantherislike the
“Tiger; it lurks in secret amomyst bushes or shrubs,
on the londers of the forests, and springs with a
sudden leap onsuch animalsas pass by, The Pane
ther has aone of the nuble qualities of the Lion.—
1is thirst for blood is very great; and his ferocity
is such, that even when m the power of man, and
in his gentlest moments, he scemns rather to be sub-
ducd than tamed.  He hay a fierce countenance
and a restless eye; his cry is similar to that of an
angry dox.

The riode adopted to destroy tae Pantlier is usu-
ally ay follows: A hait, consisting of a picce of
flesh, is suspended on a tres, near which the hunter
has previously erected a hut for his own coneral-
ment and securily ; the smell of flesh attracts the
animal to the spot, and, whilst he is seizing ity the
hunter shoots him, and alinost always wounds him
mortally.

THE RHINOCEROS.

‘The single-horned Rhinoceros is not excecded

in size by any land animat except the Elephant,
and in stiength and power it gives place to nonc.
J1s nose is armed with a formiduble weapon, a hord
and solid horn, sometimes above three feet in length,
and eighteen inches in circumference at tie base,
with which it is able to defend itself agaiust the
attack of every ferocious animal. The Tiger will
rather attack the Elephant than the Rinoceros,
which it cannot face withont danger of heing torn
to picces. ‘The body and linbs of the latter are
defended by a skin so hard as to be impenctrable,
exceptin the belly, by cither a knife or a spear.
‘The upper lip of this amimal answers, in some
measure, the same purpose as the trunk of the Ele-
phant; it protrudes over the lower one in the form
of alengthened tip; and, being extremely pliable,
is used an catching hold of the branches of treesard
shrabs, and putting them into the mouth.
‘The Rhinoceros is generally of a quiet and inof-
fensive disposition, but when attacked or provoked:
he becomes extremely dangerous.  This animal
has a most acute and attentive car, and runs with
yreat switlness.

THE CAMEL.
Thesc animals are mild and inoffensive.  They
are of great value in hot and sandy countrics.—
Their great power of Jiving without water, enable
them to procecd for scven or cight days® journcy
without any supply. They can discover water by
their scent athalf a league's distance,and willhas-
ten tuwards i long before thar drivers pucane
where it lies.  Their patience under hunger 2 pes-

hays equally remaststle,

A large Camel will bear a load of n thousam,  +
welve hundred pounds, nnd with this will travene
the deserts.  When about to be loaded, the animats
bend their knees at the commant of the conductor.
11 any disobey, they are struck withastick, oz their
necks are pulled down and then, wttering their
groan of complaint, they bemd themselves, put their
bedies to the carth, and remain in that posture till
they vre loaded and desired to rise,

1f over-burdened, they give repeated blows with
their heads to the parson who oppresses them, wnd
sometimes utter the most pitiful eries.

THE LAMA.

The Liunais the only animal asco-
ciated with man, ind urdebused by the
contraet,  The Lama will bear neither
beating nor ill treatment,  They go in
troops, an Indian going along distunce
aliead as guide,  M'tired, they stop, and
the Tndian stops also, I the delay is
arcat, the Indian, becoming uneusy
towards sunset, resolves on supplicating
the heasts toresume their jonrney. Ifthe
Lamas are disposed to continue their
counrse, they follow the Indiun in good
order’ at u regular puce, and very fast,
for their legs are extremely long; but
when they are in ill humour, they do
not even tirn their heads towards the
spenker, but remain motionless, stand-
ing or lying downaud gazing on hea-
ven with looks so tender, so melan-
choly, that we might imagine these
singularanimals had the consciousness
of another life,of n happier existence,
The straight neck, and its gentle majes-
ty of beuring, the long down of their
always clean and glossy skin, their
supple and timid motions, all give them
an air, at once noble and sensative. It
must be so in fact, for the lama is the
only creature ecmployed by man, that he
dares not strike.  If it happens(which
1s very seldom) that an Indian wishes
to obtmin, cither by force or threats
what the Lama will not willingly per-
form, the justant the animal finds itself
affronted by word or gesture, he rises
his head with dignity and without at-
tempting to cscape ill-treatment by
flight, he lics down, turning his looks
toward heaven, large tears flow freely .
from his beautiful cyes, and in halt
or three quarters of an hour he expires.
Happy creatures who so casily avoul
suffcrings by death ! Iappy creatures
who appear to have accepted life on
condition of its being huppy ! The In-
diuns of the Cordilleras alone possers
cnough paticnce and gentleness to
manage the lama. Itis doubtless froxs
this extraordinary companion that he hus
learned to dic when overtasked.

A Texaxt Wantep—We learn
(says the New York Mirror,) that an
Irishman was seen in the upper part of
the city on Thursday with the words,
“ A tanant wanted,” painted in large
Jetters on pastchoard, and suspendcd
aronnd his neck. DPatrick was asked,
“YWho wanted the tenant, and where 2

« And 1t’s me, meself,”’> he rephed,
« thatwants a tenant.”

« Well for what house ??

“ House” he said. “ Anddo I care
what house, so long es it be a dacint and
respectable place und sure wages 17

“ You’re u fool, Paddy, or somebody
has been making a fool of you—for iof
you have ahouse to rent then you want
a tenant; but if you want a situation,
why don’t you say on your showliil

4t A situation. wanted.’ ¥

« Aha, my darlint,” replicd the Irish-
man,* and is it there yeare? Andper-
haps Tain’ta fool? Sure Iwaitto be
occupicd, and can I be occupied unlers
I havea tenant??

WALKINGAME'S ARITIIMETIC
~The very Best Edition cver got up
«n the Canadas, fur sulc by the Gross,
Dozen,y or in single numbiers, at prices
aceurding to Dinding.
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