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SHEEP AND SWINE.
GOING INTO SHEEP.

'l.

A new beginner, who has had no exporience with
sheep, nsks us whether it would be safe for him
to buy 200 or more sheep after shearing, with a
view of feeding them for market. He Las pasture
for thom, and thinks of feeding them in winter,
for spring sale. If our correspondent wishes to
take a lesson in dear-bought experionce, which
will make a most lasting impreesion, then his
project would probably be cntirely successful.
Wo gonerally advise taking lessons at a lower
figure. Sheep foeding requires & good deal of
judgment, founded on experience, to manage
profitably, We have known ono instance whore
“New Beginner's* project was tried successfuily,
and a fair margin left on the transactivn, bat
the circumstances were exceptionally favourablo—
he had an experienced Mentor at his clbow in the
purchase, and at frequent periods in the feeding,
as well as in tho sale at the time of marketng.
These threo things are impurtaut landmarks in
the sheep business—to know how to buy, how to
feed and, lastly, how to scll. A slight mistake in
each part is sure o result in a loss. It is gene-
rally thought to bs more risky for & new beginner
fo attempt the feeding of 200 sheep than a pro-

portionate number of eattle, but he is not likely I

nitrogenous feed with corn. The rule should be
to push the sheep in warm wenther, and then
feeding in winter will be comparatively easy.—
National Live Stock Journal.

THE RAZOR-BACK HOG.

To the traveller through Toxas and elsewhere,
one of the straugest and most peculiar features of
landscapoe is the razor-back hog. He s of Swiss
ocuttago style of architecture. His physical out
lino is angular to a degree unknown outside of a
text-book on the science of geometry. His cars,
cr the fow rags and tatters of them that the dogs
have left, are curled back with a knowing, vaga.
bondish air. His tail has no curl in it—but 1t
bangs aft, limp as a wet dish-rag hung out of a

back window to dry. The highest peak of s |

corrugated back is six iuches abuve the level with

the rout of Lis tail. He does not walk with the |

slow and stately step of the patrician Berksbure,

bat asually gous in a lively trot. He leaves tho

impression that hLe was Iate starting in the
morning and is making up for lust ume, ur that
he is in doubt about the payment of that
cheque, and is hurrying to get it cashed before
the bank closes.

The country razor-back prowls around in the

woods, and lives on acorns, pecan nuts and routs;
when he can spare time he climbs under lus

to be successful in either. If our correspondent | OFLer's fence and assists 1L bharvesting the corn
has s liking for sheep, or thinks be would have, | crop. Inthisrespect he is ueighbourly to a fault,

it would be safer for him to try 2 small pumber—
say ten to twenty—and then feel his way up to
greater numbers. Lot him visit the nesrest sheep
market and leisurely inspect the different grades,
.. and see how each stands when brought to sale;
koep his eyes open to all the ponts, and remember
them in his selections. This will be chenper than
his 1arge experiment, for a new beginner. Again,
if be should spend a little time in visiting some
guccessiul feeders, and get an insight into their
way of doing it, he will be taking practical
lessons at what they are well worth to him, It
may be considered somewhat etrauge that farmers
do not visit each other more in search of the
practical experience of those who have succeeded
in any specialty. This is in the natural line of
those' who do not believe in book-farming, bui
even this sensible way of gaining information is
not much pursued.

‘Wo would suggest that * New Beginner™ might
find o flock which he might pastare through the
summer, at so much per head, and thus gain
some information in handling them. A flock of
200 sheep, well bought, ths latter part of June, to
be pastured through the remainder of the season,
with a view of feeding for sale at thomost favonr-
able period, showld bo judicicusly fed from the
start. If the pasture is good the sheep will do
well on that alone, but o little extra feed will be
liberally repaid in fattening. As fattening is the
object sought, let this be doue in the most eco-
nomical way. A little grain on pastare will pay
much betier than the samo amount of grain in
winter. As we have often advised, economy
requires that animals intended for meat should be
pushed in the warm season. A quarler of a pound
of corn and oats, or corn and wheat bran, or comn
and linseed moal, mixed, for each sheep, will pro-
dace a greater xesult than twice that amoant of
feed in winter with good bay. The timo to give
o stax} to fatlening sheep is in summer. If theso
sheop becomo fat in the fall, so much tho belter
aro they fox feeding in winter. Sach sheep will
stand the cold, and gain on & mach emalier raticn
than if thoy were thin in the full. Tho best
western feodars of catfle wisely give carn on pas-
ture. 8heep fooding should be done in the same

way, exoopt that it is betler Lo give some more quantity of bay. Now as io tho resalts: A few | weight—884 days’ growth of wool.

and, when his duty to his owner s crop will aliow,
he will readily turn in and assist tho neighbours,
even working at night rather than sce his crup
spoil for want of attention.

He does not kuow the luxury of a sty. He
never gets fat, avd from the day of his birth,
sometimes two years roll into eternity before he
is big enough to Lill.

Crossing the razor-back with thoe bluo-blooded
.stock makes but little improvement. The only
effective way to improve him is to cross him with
a railroad train. He then becomes an imported
Berkshire, or Poland China hog, and if he does
not kmock the train off the track, the railway
compapy pays for him at tho rate of one dollar 2
pound, for which they are allowed the mournful
privilego of shovelling the remains off the track.
The ham of the conntry razor-back is more juicy
than the hind leg of an iron fire-dog, but not
quito so fat as a pine knot.—Western Plowman.

CLOVER FOR HEALTHY GROWTH OF
HOGS.

It carae in my way last snmmer to frequently
pass a ficld of clover which had been fenced off
for a hog pesture, and noticing the amoant of
foed and the thrift and the general appearanco of
tho hogs, I called upon the owner of the farm for
an interviow.

* Oh, yes, I can give my opinion and ths re-
sults. That lot wo call 20 acres, including the
small grove and spring in ono corner. Wo sowed
it with oats last season, and stocked down with
clover, part Medium and the balance Mam-
moth. Thofirst of June, this summer, we turned
in 90 hogs, but this made no impression on the
clover, so we turnedin tencolts, 15head of young

1 cattle, and 50 sheep, and altogother they managed

to koep it within bounds. About the first f
Angust wo took oui tho cattle ard commmenced
foeding corn.™

* Could you discover any differenco between
tho Medinm and the Mammoth clover as to iis
food valae? ™

“Yos, the Mammoth was mach the bes!, it
kept groon longer, and wounld Lave yicldod a large

doys ago I took o onr load of these hogs to
Chioago, and the average weight of the 42 to fill
the car, was a fraction less thu'n 400 pounds, or
in other words, the 42 hogs weighed 17,940 lba.,
notting the snug little sum of $1,078; and I
received five cents per hundred more than any
hogs sold in the market that day, because they
were in & nice, even splendid condition for the
Philadelplus market. The balance of the lot will
be ready to ship 1n a fow days."”

Nothwithstanding this farmer cannot give us
tho oxact weight of the hogs when turned into
the clover pasture, nor the gain in pounds on the
first day of August, yet I am sure that the facts
as given will warrant the oft-made assertion that
a clover pasture is the most profitable feed for
young Logs. Onu uf our large breeders of Poland-
Chine hugs, who lias been breeding fine stock for
years, says that he Las never bad a single case of
hog chiviern on Lis farm, aod he attributes it to
tho fuct that Lu always lets hus breeding stook run
to clover pasture. The fact is, a lurgo majority
of our farmers aud breeders are breeding for fat
and show, aud the warp er musclo 18 not sufficient
tv Luld the filling, and Logs ure getting organio
diseass by this cuntinued crammming process.—
Suine Breeders' Journal.

TRICHINA IN SWINE.

We have Leretofure stated, withont reservation,
our Lelief that when the full array of fects were
known in relation to the canse of trichina in
swine, it would be found that the difficulty arises
from the animal eating garbage and vermin.
Experiments which we made some years ago fully
satisfied us of this. Weo made the stutement then,
a.d now reiterate it, tha! tricluna will not be
found in corn-fed bogs. This late outbreak at
Minneota, Alinn., by whicha large number of
persons were stricken, some of them fatally, was
treced to the eating of raw ham, and it was found
that the swine, forty in number, were fed in a pen
adjoining a slaughter-house upon the offal of the
slanghter-house. The buildings were also over-
run with rats, one of the most prolific sources of
the disease. Subseguently tho establishment and
swine were removed to another place, where there
less rats, bat still fed on the offal. Thers should
bo laws passed by the legislatore of every Stats,
forbidding the feeding of swine, for human ues,
on the offal of slaughter-houses, and also against
the selling of the meat of such swine. It is true,
this pork, if thoroughly cooked, is not dangerous,
yet so long as people will eat raw or half-cooked
ham, tho warrantyshonld have legislative endorse-
ment.—Chicago Prairie Farmer,

Ax incorporated company for sheep-breoding
has been form d in southern Missouri, with the
purpose of bringing under cultivation 80,000 acres
of 1and on the side of the Ozark Mountains, fenc.
ing it and starting with 4,000 sheep, providing
them tith shelter and winter feed.

Ar tha sheep shearing at Middlebury, Vi., the
first weok in April, fourteen rams, aged threo
years or over, cut 877 pounds twelve ounces of
wool, or & small fraction less than 27 pounds
each, sisteen two-year-old xams cuv 851 pourds
threo ounces, average 28-15; fifleen yesarling
rams cut 262 pounds three ounces, average 17.7;
fourteen two-year-old ewes cut £42 pounds two
ounoes, average 17-4; fifteen yearling cwes cut
199 pounds twelve ounces, average 18.5 of wool
cach. Among the shecp wasa owe thres youra
old, wmith a lamb by ber side, which was sheared
the next dayafter the exhibition, before witnesses,
sielding 21 pounds nine ounces; carcass waghing
65 pounds, & per cent. of 8.1 of wool to live
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