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flastor alib pleople,

aic ven theiviorld %vas fashianed,
Water, andi ir. andi sod,

A muîsic ot divers smeaning
1 las flioedi roin tht han't af Gofl

111 Valey, arnd gorge, and tuî)tanîi.
(If a storîny nantain heigl,

lie illakes tins a lait, ai the foresi,
1lec sweer. itht chords with might.

1 te îvus furth bis liandt utIhe occan,
Iliaspeaks andt the wters flow-

N&ùw in a chorus ni thunder,
Now tin a cadence low.

Ilie tanches tht waving floyer blels,
lie plays 0a1 the vioodland sleants-

A tender sang, tîke a inother
Sings ta bier child in dreatas.

fiti(lie mussc divinesi and deares,
Sie ever the woild hjegan.

Is te nnihotd, passionale music
l le draws froni tht heart aIfrman.

THEIR Rl,'IGOl'S tI'SE 0F
J"LO IVEh'S.
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Coo*:.Lcr a it 'à8%of t lie iîvl. . . tven :Sel'
alun in ail lk gilary .Va' flot arf.,ýfed lke une of! te

Our Lrd's ovin yards ! And yeaîlhart
and there are fud men, Christian mn-
even minîsters ai the Gospel ai jesus Christ,
Preshytarian rinisters hesides-vihawould
moite it o sia ta decorate a cbunch with
fowers, a gievans sin ta tuira tht bouse ai
tht Lard, as anc ai themin atcly vrote, " into
a flawer gardan ai a communion season."
I I s enugh," ibis wvinter adds, "l ta dis-

play thera llim who Is tht Rase of Sharon
and thaLiiy of the Valley." Andwithsingular
logic ha dravis ibis conclusion ;IlIfif itbh
quite fit and praper for uis ta deck aur
churches wvthb dowere, va sbould use fligs,
or places af cloth ai dtïcett calons. Why
sbould vie not ?" W"e migbt slmptly ansver:
Bacause aur Lard said, " Causider tht tilles
af tht fied," neyer Il gs an pleces af coiored
choth, and sncb an aasvier, altbough bief,
voutd ha consldened quitle sufficieai by many
Chnîstians.

But it may flot ha inapprapriate ta ex.
mine thîs subiect a litte more particularly.
What is tht use ai daviers ? Couhd vit

uat have dispc!nsed viuîh them and scarcely
felt tht loss ? Thent are plants, vitb colon-
less, sceotless, ahnîost invisible fdawers, but
vuthout a davier ai some kiad tht plants
viouhd penish. They are essentiai ta their
reproduction, as every botanist knosvs. This
haing sa, dots not God's kindness appear la
having given such an infinite vaiety of
bighty cotored, exquisitety shaped, pan-
lumed biossoms, ta giadden tht beani ofmeu ?
Fioviers bave beau caled IlGnd'5 thouights
of btauty, takzing formn ta giadden motaI
gaze." Truc, va may discoven saiea rortais

iba iiimotet hal gladdened by tht sweetest
rases vihb ven hiaomed, especially if
these roses are put an or about tht pulpit
af a chunch. WeIti 1 e puty theta, that is
ait. To us, faviers are Ilvisible music, living
paetry, earth's ornamenîs, relics ai Eden,
tht gardan af Gad. They arc nature's
jeviairy, parabies for the tyes, commentantes
on ' passiag away,' amblems ai aur bight
resxrrecion."

Oaa must ha singuianty constitaîed, if
having read the Bible for Vears and years,
ha bas mot yet discavened that it is fuît of
flowens. Tht history of aur redemptioa
hegias amnng daviers, and is conipleted in
the mlidst of thani, for as Mlattbev Menry
quainthy wrote, *1 h vas la a ganden that
Death and filt grava first received chir
paiver ; and in a gardan thar they went
couquerad, disarmed and triumphed aven.
lu a ganden Christ ùegan I-is passion, and
irom a garden Mevaould risc and hegia J-fis
exaltiation." Tht Lord Gad Htmsei"'plant-
cd a garden " tosivard in Eden and the
Ht put. tht mon vham Ht had formed. And
out ai tht graund mode the Lord God ta
gnaw tvery trac that is pleosant ta the sight
and Il goad for food." Mark tht yards:.

49 picosant ta the sigbt ;", as Important a
use tn the mind ci God as thteoCher, "lgond
(or fonid."

But the critic will say, "lA goxden is flot
o church, everything tn lts praper place,
tht faviers ln tht garden aud-what ta the
church ?"IITht hart watts, (or tht grenter
gloty of God ? Absurd I Tht church iself is
a garden. "lA gorden inctosed ts my sister,
rny spouse, let my beloved cama ltt bis
garden and eat bis pitasant fruits." Do
net throw the ftowers ont, vihen Christ, the
bietoved prasîdes at the least, partakan ai by
those who have met togethet ila lits came.
From the communion table Jesus says ta
each laviug betiever : l1 amn came ia My
garden, My sister, My spouse, and tht
bride-the Church-onswers ta a heart-
whlsper, Il I amn my Betaved's and my Bc-
loved Is mine, he feedeth among the illets."

Att figurative tanguage t an objectar may
say, and nothlug ta tht point. We difler
irom such an one, but let it pass. Mare are
saime plain Divine commiands with nether
poetry nor figures about th-em : IlThon shalt
make a candlestlck ai pure gold. - - -

Six branches shaît came out ai tht sides ai
it, each hranch vith a knop and flaver." If
golden flowers oi man's manufacture pleas-
ed God, surely tht daviers He made lm-
self-sa much superlr-cannat dispîcase
Htm. And vibea Satomon bulît bis glanlons
temple, opta floviers and pamegranates,
tilles and faîtage, vient carved onu ieze and
piliars. Did God dîsapprove? Tht Lord
satd noahlm, I have ballowed tht bouse
whicb thon hast built, ta put MyV name there
loever, and mine cyts and mine heart
shal b there perpetnatty." What is tht
use ai flowers, ln chunches and out of
churches ? Why t they are revetations ai
God, and abject tessons ta men. They are,
as Wilherforce virote, "lTht smites af Gad's
goadness." Does any ana say, "lTht Bible
Is revelation enongh for me 1 1 want no
other." Stncb a man is blnd ta a large bal
ai God's wiîuess ta mtn. Mas hecflot read
that "lTht invisible îhiags af God, irom the
creation ai thtevianld are cleariy stea, heing
undcrstood by tht things that are made,
even Mis eternal power and Godbead." It
Is flot only by praphets and aposies, flot onty
by Mis Son, that God speaks ta men. Tht
thonsond Volces ai nature procioim Hlm,
gond, wise, loving and boly. There art
essermons in stones," par-blcs ini floviens,
tht word Eteraity in tht skies above.

Truc 1 ail mca canant bear, ail cannat
uaderstad. WVhea a voice (rom heaven
answened Christ's praver that tht Father's
came bt gloifiid, saine ai tht peope viho
stand hy said that it thuodcred. But ta
haty men ai aid, tht yards came clear and
distinct, IlI have bath glorified t, and vîil
gtoniy i again." Tht Word nf God tells ai
mea that have eyes and cannat sec, tars
and cannot hear. Such mea deserve pity
mare thaa blame. We da nat insult tht
blind because they cannt sec. Neither
viould we speak harshly ni a Christian iha
sets no use in flowers as onnamentî; n
tht bouse ai God. job, David, Isaîab,
Hosto lu tht Otd Testament ; I>etcr, James,
and abave ail aur Lord, have connected
faviers with tht religions side of human
tilt. *'.'.an comas up tike a davier and is
cut down-man's days are as tht flower oi
tht field, bhe dourlsheth and thteviad passcth
over it and It is gant. . . . But the
mcrcy ai tht Lard is frinm verlasting ta
everhasting. Tht Lard will be as tht dcvi
nto Isnael, Re shall grow as tht lily."
Forinalists ai Isaiah's time are tzld thai,
"'thcy shatl be as a garden that bas no
viater. Every plant la it tead, every bias-
som withered, moral Saharas." And Vet
multitudes ni sacrifices were offered-uew
mous, Sabbaths, calting ai asEemblies, ail
that ceren auy and rituat cauld invent ta
make Gad's service "'impressive," xvas
ater.t ad ta. Everything vas tbere except
faviers, and ail thet hauks God gîves that
punctihiaus pnlestboad is ta ask them, IlWho
bath required this at yaur bands ta tread
my courts."

But whta the Lord wiul comfort Zona

" U i li O cit ail lier waste places, and
wil monka ber wlderness ilke Eden, and bar
desert like the garden of the Lard, joy and
gladness shall ha iound therelo, and the
vaica aofnxlady." Flawers 1 flawcrs avery-
where, plantcd by the Lord lifimseif. And
shall wa say tbat what God daas to beautify
the tond of His chosen people, beconies a
bateful thtlu litLS sight, a sin, or aven an
uncaiied-for thing, when ln the dreary wasta
of a churcb building, wthout moreaodore-
niant thon Its pews and pulpit, an abundant
supply of Gad's own blossoms gladden the
sight and spenik ta the benrt ?

Among the promises ta the godly, ai
wbich Isatah Iviii. is full, wa find tbis ane,
"Thon shoit ha likre a watared garden," a
favorite figura in Eastern lands, aiso used
by Jercmlah, Iltheir saut shall be lîkeaa
xatered garden." Christ, aur example, dld
nrît fait ta Use the samie figura : Ilthe king-
dom af God is like a grain ai mustard secd
that a man cast into his gardan." WVben
Jasus loagcd for a quiet resting place«, near
Jerusaien, Ili sougbt the garden afterwards
made rnemorable by Ilis agony : '"lia went
aver the brook Cedron, xvbere there %vas a
garden." Tht daviers dtd net dîstract Ilis
attention vihen lia prayed, naither were they
hurtiul ta Rits disciples ; bad tbey beau, Ha
would have remained lu the " uppar room,"
or gone ta saine barren spot antsida cf
Jerusalem. Then, as naw, ln Solomon's
time as in aur awn day, the Klng and Ilead
cf the Church, the Bleoved ai the bride,
'l'fed amang thetfittes," titeralty and figura-
tively. A communion season in memory ai
aur absent Lord is not a more sotemn occa-
sion than the agony la Gethsemane, and
there faviers were ail around film. An
ardinary service lu aur churches is nat
bolier than tht ane Christ field on the
Mon 2t, and not only wera the Illes around
Hîmr thare, but lie called the peopte's atten-
tion ta them, IlConsider the liles ai the
field." lie praised tbeir exuberant beauty,
and drew the moral tesson ait ai us need,
Il f God sa clothe the grasai the fild,
whch to-day ls, and ta-morravi is cast into
tht aven, shail lie not much mare clothe
Yeu, oh, ye af i tile faith ?",

Sa much for the use of flowers la worship.
It stems uanecessary alter tht autharities
quoted, ta consider objections. Yet la ail
fairness ta abjectors let us sec vihat they say,
.and try ta answer them. We are charged
wth using floral decorations, because other
religious bodies deck tbeir churches at
Easter and Christmas, and we "lnat ta bhaa
thausand years behind la thîs age ai pro-
gress, must do the samie."

The simple, Ilnaîve " w ay ai assumiag
that aur church contd net learn anytbtrg
profitable (ram tht practice af other Chris-
tian communIlons, MUSÉ provoke a smlle.
We are net aviare that the Presbyterian
Cburch is above tearntag, and sa perfect as
ta need no impavements. There vias a
tîne when it wautd have been thought sînful
la Puritan churches ta have a place aofvior-
ship warmed ln vilater. Thte viomen
hrought their footstoves wlth them, the mcn
sat la their overcoats and shiveree. Was ht
sinlul for themn ta adopt the practice ai
ather churches and introduce stoves and
furnaces? Scarcely, vie tùink. There vias a
time wher aur Presbyterlan forelathers met
for worsbip an the meors or mountain sida.
Should we imitate themn and hold aur assem-
biles ln the opea filds or in tht woods, sum-
mer and vilater ?

At thetitme ai the Rebormnation la Ger-
many, France, Swîîzerlaud and Scotland,
Roman Catholic altars were, as we may sec
them navi, Ioaded wth decarations, tinsel
and gilt, whcn solid silver and gald viare not
procurabie. Artificial flowers surraunded the
statues af the Vîrgin, tht infant Jesus and
the zaats. Incense vias burned, candies
wera kept buru:og, etc., etc. Tht spirlîuality
ai the Reformers swept al thast things
away, and rightty 100, wathlnk. But, as is
generatty tht case la revoltians,the seccders
went ta tht opposite exîreme ; they admitttad
no Middle ground belviten a Gothlc Catbed.
rat and a bora, as most ai the early Protesi-

ont chunches vitra. But as tine passta, and
passions calmcd dowu, moro raasonable
Ideas hegante t prevait. It was d<sccvtt
that staca God Himsoi atiodedadon croate
place ai worshlp, lu tht Tabernacle ofitht
aId Covenant, It cautd nut be a sin ta bave
a wall ordered saacîuarv under tht acw; tlxat
a bard, b.icktes--, beach tvas rcolty not a
necesslty for spiritual worshlp m that a cold,
badty veuîllated, dtngy and stufty bail dud
Dot sancttfyr tht worshlppens there, uor made
therm mare attentive ta the proachlng ni the
word.

Some Obistion communions may have
dlscovcred tbis bafora wt dtd. If vie find
that they xvcra rlght ia makIng thair chunches
coniiortobte, vie shoutd not ha aboya imitat.
top them, for sunely Presbyteriaus do nal
tay dlaIms ta inlallbillty or absoluta perfec-
tion. Floviars, via are told, aia tht jlîst
impravement. We tbanit God for It. W'e
aic au aur viay back tet Eden, tht gaydcn 01
God wheu tht air aronnd us Is fragrani vilti
tht parfume of God's ovin blossaîns. Wce
feel via are no langer conslderlng the tradi-
tions of thteeiders,, ven If these eiders had
borne the Dames cf Calvin or John Knox.
WVa are, iustead, considanlng the filtieofthe
fld. And-we ara open hart ta correction
-vit bave searched carefully but so far(bonod
nothing ta thteviorits aicither ofithe5e tisa
gteat servants of Gcd, to ttach us %bal
flawers, natnnai daviers, on tht church plat.
form, pulpit or communion table, wouud
have been considered by them ont af place-
a desecratîcu and a sin. But If thty ever
said so, vie ane strny for thcmn, thot is ait 1
"'hc fioviers loak npward in evcry place

Through thîts Ieautifuil wortd oatours,
And dear as itht stalle an an aid ficnd's lace,
Is tht smnile ai the trîgtît, bright lowers. I

-N., P. i'îffi,.

Flaviers around tht Lond's table are, it
seems ta us, marvellausty approprIatdecora.
tiens. We have aiready polnted ont boi
the scenes ai aur radempîlan are lotimatety
cannected with gandens ; but, apart f rom ibis,
when lasus rode tritimphanîly tote jerus.
alem tht multitude cast branchas ni palm
onn 'the path, shanting Hlosanna 1 the Lord
dàid not reprove tham. Flowers or patms,
tbcy tank vihat wos ncatest at bond tu, honor
tht Mesilah. And il hs human nature ta
use floviers bctb an gtad and sad occasions.
It bas been so lu ail places, at ail tintes, in
ail countrtes. Floviers arc vorn ai tht wed.
dIng (east, they are tearfully laid on tht
breasi ai aur lovecd and tost. Tht coin.
niunion Is bath a marriage anaofaneraI
ccremony, a symbal ai union with Christ the
Brîdegroom. o sbowîag for.-h ai Christ's
-letîbIltilt lie cames." t k is soa triumiph,
for tht Lard Is rîsen indeed from tht seput-
chre ta tht garden. Let daviers adora fls
triumph. Tht Lard's Suppar havinr ail tht
(tatanes which ia daity ile demand floviers
ai aur bonds, lct us ni refusa them. Vbco
via rend that tht Il Christian Endeavar
Socity af a certain Presbyttrian cburch iu
Canada, had their place cf worship beani-
fatty decoraîed witb dlowers vihen a deepiy
Impressive service closad tht year's viorit of
the pastar, tnstaad of snetrng at tht yotnog
people, and suizgesting, as bas hecu done,
that Christian Endeavor in their case shoutia
stand for Ilcburcb embaltishmenî," it woutd
have been better for tht viter to have nead
over the Lzrd's onswer ta tht crauky dis-
ciples viha murmured ai Mary's viaste af
aintmcnt, Il Let ber atoe ; vihy traubîtyt
tht vioman for she bath wnaughî a gooti
wvork upon Me."

WVe wculd hc sorry lndatd ta needlessiy
woand tht tender conscience ai any Chnis-
tian brother who ts se veakIr.l tht faillios te
takc offence ai tht placlng ai daviers on
pulpit or platform lu the church. Il a ouil.
ber af chunch membens la a congregation
seriousty opposed Il, va woutd dispense with
Il, and ha snnry for tham. WVt hava found
fowers as htipfu'i ta make services attractive
as gond music is ta a trained car la tht
service of praise. And os everything veite
and vie have must ha hetd for tht glorycof
Gai], we batteve that a btesslng reviards the
action of thasa viho, hovîag only fdoyens to
hntng ta God's bouse, give thcm rajotcing la
their beauty and tht lave of tht Father viba
made them grow.

IEvcryçwhcte atoutxd us floweis arc gtnxvîing,
Somne ike stars ta tali us sprinc is born.
Others their bioe eycs with teans oct ftwing
Stand lite Ruth amid the golden coin.
In PHl places then. and tinaPl scasons,
Pluviers expand thcir light and sout-likc wings
Teaching us by most pctaunsive reasans
Ilaina iey arc ta human things.
And wizîh child-tikc, credulous aficcion
We behaid thein tender huds cxpand,
Einbtatas af aur owr. gncat resuraciion.
Embîctas ai tht hnight and bettcr tond."

Buckinghom, P. Q.
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