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SOWING.

Sow with a generous hand;
Pause not for toil or pain;
Weary not in the summer’s heat,
Nor through the cold spring rain;
But pattently wait till the autumn comes
For the sheaves of golden grain.
Sow, and by faith look upward,
Where the starry light appears;
For in joy you shall reap the harvest,
Yon have sown to-day in tears.
—A. Procter.

GAMBLING DENOUNCED.

The vite of gambling is becoming
alarmingly prevalent. In England it
competes with intemperance for the un-
enviable distinction of being regarded as
the chjef national sin. All the great cities
ol the continent of Europe are crowded
with temptations to indulge in this vice.
In the United States it is computed that
the betting on horse-racing alone oxceeds
%250,000,000 a year. 1n this young coun-
try, there is sufficient gambling to awa-
ken serious apprehension. In fashionable
clul's and hotels, and even in their own
homes, respectable citizens stake money
on cards, not so much with the idea of
winping, as for the purpose of increas-
ing, by virtue of an added risk, the plea-
sure and excitement of the game. Some-
times men of ability and infiuence spend
who!lz nights in gambling for high
stakex, and, though they may be well
able to bear the loss of whatever money
they may lose, and may be in no great
danger themselves of sinking to the low
level of the professional gambler, their
corduct fosters In the hearts of younger
men o passion for gambling which may
bring them into the lonely horror of the
prigon cell, or the hopeless darkness of
a suicide’s grave. Another, and little
less reprehensible custom, is that which
prevails when men happen to meet, of
deciding by the throw of the dice which
of them shall pay for some: common re-
freshment they are all to enjoy. Even
ladles are so forgetful of the norrible
evils that follow in the train of this
pernicious practice, and so forgetful, too,
of the restraining and elevating influence
they should always exert, as to be found
publicly betting on the result of a horse
lacrosse game, or a
cricket match, He was quite ready to
admit that there i{s a great deal of gam-
bling done in which the gambling pas-
sion i« coospicuously absent. But when
a well-to-do business man wagers 50 cents
on a race, without a single thought of
winning, how can he condemn an em-
ploye who risks, perhaps, $30 on the
same event, and inpust steal from his em-
ployer in order to pay his wager? 1s
there in principle any difference Dbe-
tween the man wha, with & shrug ol his
shoulders, puts twenty-five cents into a
1)‘60!. and the man who squanders lhis own
and his wife’s fortune, yes, even his chil-
dren's bread on the great race tracks of
Eogland and America? Gambling is 1o be
condemped or various accounts. First,
it is unmeasurably seltissh. It is an at-
tempt to get another’s gold without
gliving an equivalent therefor. ‘The fact
that two men run equal risk doubles the
evil and the selfishness. In the second
place, it is the ucme of covetousness.
Gambling is fed by a desire or passion
for the possession of another’s money.
Betting tempts thé exercise of the worsl
passions, and is not merely unworthy of
a4 scholar and a gentleman, but of a
rationai collier or bargeman. The Labit
ol gumbling Is intrinsieally savage, mor-
ally unchivalrous, and the devil is its

‘father, and with it he maddens and un-

settles the mind. In the next place it
is the enemy of true munhood. To get
money or value without legitimate, hon-
est toil,- saps the moral fibre, .ind un-
fits a man for a healthy discharge of
his honorable and regular duties. In the
fourth place, it is unutterably silly, be-
cause both cannot win. Fifthly, it is
condemned even by the world, whenever
the world’s moral sense is allowed to find
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free and honest expression as witness the
expressions, “gambling hell,” and “pro-
fessional gambler.” No greater insult
can be offered to the man of the world
than to call him a professional gambler.
Lastly, it has laid its polluting hand on
nearly every Iform of innocent recreation
and legitimate, manly sport. Its very
name is a lie, because ‘“‘gamble,” is the
diminutive of game in the semse of a
recreation. Man Is so constituted as to
need games and amusements, but gam-
bling deliles them. Horse racing, ball
playing, boating, lacrosse, etc., have all
been besmirched. The very worst evils
that have grown out of this feature of
the works of the curse, are the attempts
to Dbribe players to sell their consci-
ences, so that some villanous trader on
other people’s blood may make a few
dirty dollars. These men dare not go
out and contend in the arena themselves.
They are the leeches that are dragging
honest sport in the mire, and making
what should be a benefit to our youth
4 temptation and a snare. Those who
wish to see young men tempted to sell
their souls, may countenance this sort
of thing; but those who wish to see a
healthy rivalry in athletics, that will
tend to the physical deyelopment of our
young men, should join im a vigorous
and determined effort to break the
cluteh of professional gamblers on ath-
letic events of every character.—Rev. K. D.
McLaren, Vancouver,

REFLECTIONS OF A BUSINESS
MAN.

Some years ago, I was called to face
A seriour question. This is how it came
to me. It was the jast day of the year.
I bad gone home from business a little
earlier than usual, and was now sit-
ting alone In my library. My mind
somehow fell to thinking on last things.
I thought of the last day of my own
personal life, of the last generation of
mankind, and now, by a swift turn back-
ward, I reflected on the last words of
Christ before He left the world. In-
stantly these words stood out before
we as if printed in large capitals, “Go
ye into all the world, and preach the
Gospel to every creature.” I immediate-
ly ros¢ to my feet and walked the room.
These words had never so impressed me
before. I had been accustomed to rais-
ing some objections to Foreign Missions.
But lhere was a plain, yet solemn comn-
mandment from the lips of Christ. It
seemed as if He were in the room. [ can-
not describe the strange vividness with
which the thopought fiashed upon me, that
it was the majin business-of the Church,
in fact, the one thing ifor which it ex-
isted, to carry the Gospel throughout
the world, and to do it as quickly as
possible.  And 1 reflected, somewhat un-
easily, that 1 was a member ol that
Chureh.  Then the question came al-
most as forelbly as it Ihad neard a voice,
“What does this last commandment mean
to you?”

I aguin sat down, resolving before the
New Year should come, to find some light
01 this question. The light came. Let
me state, in 4 few words, the conciusion
which I tfhen reached, and the experiences
which have followed.

If 1. were a ypung man, of suitable
qualifications, I.should certainly feel that

“this word of Christ was a pretty direct

message to myself. I am sure I should
not dare, Iin such times as these, to
tuSe up any other calling until I had
seMously considered whether I ought
not to be a foreign missionary. 1 am
coavinced that the next fifty years will
be the most remarkable in- the history
of mankind. The nations are being
touched with a common life, and brougzht
near together. 1 believe, with many
others, that pagan systems are soon to
meet with rapid and far-reaching changes.
1t looks to me as if no other field of
work were 80 urgent, or so full of
promise. If ever God called young men
to gu to the heathem, I believe He is
calling now.

But I am no longer a young man.
I am the father of five children, for

whose rearing I am responsible. I have
come to the conclusion, that the last
commandment of our Lord has a special
application to Christiun parents. It
seems much clearer to me than it used
to, that children are to DLe trained
primarily and mainly with reference to
the work of the kingdom. I hope that
each member of my family will come

to feel a sort of personal obligation
for the spread of the Gospel in the
world. And, if to some bright sén or

daughter of our household, the Spirit of
God shall whisper a special call, wife
and 1 have agreed that we shall not
stand in the way. No ambitions for
their professional, or social, or pecu-
niary success, will allow us to hush the
voice of the Spirit, and so imperil the
very foundations of their Christian
character. I am & man in only very
moderate circumstances, still, I could
not escape the conviction that the last
conunandment included me. As s, per-
haps, usual at such a season of the
year, 1 looked over my habits of ex-

penditure. I saw that I was spend-
Ing more upon certain luxuries than
for the salvation of the world. To

my astonishment, I found that I had
paid more for a family concert ticket,
and two or three times more for an ex-
cursion, than 1 had given during the
whoi? year for the Lord’s work in for-
eign lands. It did not take me long
to decide that this was wrong manage-
ment. I recalled the statement of a
distinguished acquaintance of mine, who

once sauid: “I settle the matter at the
beginning of the year whether, con-
sistently with other duties, I can

take in* the regular prayer-meeting ol
my Chureh. I canngt possibly stand
the strain,” he said, *“of having this
question come up for settlement every
week.”” It seems to me a good rule re-
specting benevolent gifts. 1 felt that
[ could not stand the strain of hav-
ing the matter come up for fresh set-
tlement{ every time I heard an appeal.
Nor did it seem to me to be quite
the manly thing to do so. And so, with
the coming of the New Year, I adopted
the plan of giving a certain proportion
of my income. This I have found to be
delightful beyond expression. The vexed
question of ‘“how muel,” is disposed
of, and Christian stewardship has come
to have a real sigmnificance.

I want to add, that through the pro-
vidence ¢! God, I have been blessed with
some means. The last commandment
rings in my ears, “Go ye into all the
world, and preach the Gospel.”” I can-
not directly preach, but yet I am sure
that I have a very definite part in
this great work. If I cannot go, I can
send—and a better man than myself at
that. For some time I have been pay-
ing ali the expenses of a certain for-
eign missionary. He is my representa-
tive on the field.» 1 occasionally hear
from him, and I and my family follow
his work with great interest and delight.
Nothing could induce us to surrender
the joy of this service. If I continue to
be prospered, 1 am planning to under-
take soon the support of two native evan-
gelists in Japan.

I have now told you what the Great
Commission means to me. What does
it mean to you? “How much owest
thou unto my Lord? Sit down quickly,
and write.”—Missionary Herald.

BIBLE STUDV IN THE THEOLOGI.
CAL COLLEGF.

The principal thing a young man ijs
to preach, ought to be the prinecipal
thing in which he should be tauglf in
preparing him to preach. The preach-
er of the Gospel is not tooriginate truth.
He is simply to declare truth that has
e is simply to declare truth that is
already furnished to his hand. He ig
to possess himself of that truth, and iet
it possess him, and then bring it to the
attention of men through his own person-
ality. Scripturalness ever has been, and
ever will be, the badge of true Gospel
preaching. A preacher’s strength lies
in the ever-present consciousness that the
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truth he is uttering, is the truth of
God, and a kindred consciousness in the
minds of his hearers, .

Bible truth is what the preacher 18
to preach. Bible truth, then, ought 10
be taught him pre-eminently. If he 18
to be, in an eminent sense, a “man of oné
book,” he ought to be a man instructed
in an eminent degree in one book. 'HOV".
ever much he may know of other books
if he does not know the Bible, comprehed”
sively and analytically, he is not equiP
ped as he ought to be for “preaching
the Word.” Nothing need be omitted
from the course as it now stands in 0Uf
seminaries, but the direct and persistent
study of the Bible in the English tongué
supplemented by whatever knowledge of
Hebrew or Greek the students may have
attained, should be added. No m8B:
should be encouraged to present hiun’
self for licensure to preach, till he i8
ready to stand a searching examinatiod
in the Bible as a book, and as the origi?”
al source from which ail Christian teach”
ing is derived. Hebrew and Greek exe
gesis in the very nature ol things, must
be somewhat microscopical, and have re
ference to grammatical and literary d€
tails, which renders it impossible to 8¢
over any great amount of ground IB
Bible study. A more complete and com”
brehensive study of the Bible—the wholé
Bible—is desirable for men who are t0
draw upon it for the subject matter
of their breaching to the people.

Presbyteries ordain young men t0
“'preach the Word,” but the one thing
about which they do not examine thems
to ascertain tieir knowledge, is this sameé
Word of God. The fact is, that it ha®
not been required of the Young man, o
his preparation, to acquaint himsel
thoroughly and familiarly with the e
tire contents of the entire Word. Thi®
has been one of the electives in his course:
In what I'resbytery was a candidate fOF
ordinatjon ever called upon to give 3%
analysis of the contents of the prophecy
of Isafah, or to analyze and give in oUWl
line the history of the planting of the
Chureh, in the Acts? He will be asked
about all sorts of “ousions” and ‘‘sms
dead and forgotten, and which he ought
to be asked about, but he will prob»"’ly
not be asked to give a summary of the
contents of Exodus or the Epistle to the
Galatians.

What would more Bible study in the
seminary do for the young preacher?

1. It would make his theology le#®
scholastie, and more Biblical; less theo
retical, and more practical; and so woul
influence his preaching in the same dir
rection. Biblical theology is the preach’
er's theology.

2. It would tend to make the subject
matter of his sermons more Biblical. Th®
weak spot in the teaching of the time#
is, that it does not use and honour the
Word of God enough, There is a gred
deal of able preaching nowadays in whic
the sword of the Spirit does not lie hid® -
den; sermons that delight but do 20% -
cleave asunder ‘“joint and marrow;” #ef’
mons that the Spirit of the living Go4
cannct use to convert men’s souls. God .
honours most the preaching that most
honour:. His Word. There is many #°
preacher to-day, lamenting the barred”
ness of his ministry, who may find t e
secret of it right here. .

8. It would tend to bring preachin8
down out of the clouds, and more Wlt]_r
in range of the average hearer. Clos®
contact between the sermon and P
Bible keeps the preacher from gettins
away from his hearers. More Blbli"”’lf
allzd less metaphysical preaching is wab
ed.

4. It will help to tide us over the dap”
gers arising out of the Higher Criticis®:
Let the young men study the Biblemore:
as well as study about the Bible, aB

the two things will hold each othef
in equilibrium. Scholasticism will BO" -
lord it over faith and piety. Let

light be turped ou the Bible—the whil
est light the age can produce—but "’t
the hearts of - the young men be xep‘
always open to and under the ‘radialy
light ot the Word itself, and it will ule
come out right eventually, The BIP!
can stand all the light that can be W",’:,
ed upon it. The young men will be ,bei
ter fitted to preach the more its 1igP
radiates upon them.—Mahoning.



